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League official assails U.S. 

CAIRO (AFP) — The United States can no longer be considered 
a sponsor of the Middle East peace process and has undermined 
the U.N. by its support of Israel, the Arab League said Monday. 
M It is impossible to describe the U.S. as a sponsor of the peace 
process, because a sponsor is supposed to be neutral and 
committed," the league deputy secretary general, Mawfaq A1 
Aflaf, told journalists. "The U.S. is not only biased to Israel it has 
prevented the United Nations, wind) is supposed to preserve 
peace and security, from taking any step to condemn Israel," be 
said. Washington rejected a U.N. report which said Israel may 
have deliberately shelled a U.N. camp in Cana, killing 102 
refugees, doling its 17-day onslaught last month against Hezbollah 
guerrillas in Lebanon. The U.S. has also resisted attempts in the 
Security Council to issue a condemnation of Israel for the shelling. 
Meanwhile, Mr. Allaf also condemned an Israeli strike on Sunday 
against HizboUah guerrillas, the Jewish state's first since the 
ceasefire which ended its grapes of wrath operation in South 
Lebanon. 
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Turkey wants command of U*S.4ed force 

ANKARA (AFP) — Turkish Defence Minister Oltan Suogurlu 
said Monday that Ankara should assume operational command of 
a U.S.-led multinational force monitoring northern Iraq, but with 
Western powers meeting the cost. Operation Provide Comfort was 
created In 1991 in the wake of the Gulf war to protect northern 
Iraqi Kurds against attacks by Iraqi troops. The force, which is 
composed of an air wing formed by U.S.. French and British 
military aircraft, is deployed mainly at a base in southern Turkey. 
Turkey spearheaded efforts for the creation of Provide Comfort at 
the time, but claims the force has been acting independently from 
the Turkish authority, and is asking for modifications in the 
operation's command and structure. Mr. Sungurlu, in an interview 


full command and implementation. ‘Turkey's air force can 
undertake the missions of the planes which Provide Comfort is 
currently using to monitor the situation in northern Iraq," he said. 
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Settler killed 
in West Bank 

Israel may tighten closure 
ahead of May 29 elections 


BEIT EL (Agencies) — One 
young Jewish settler was kil- 
led and three others wounded 
Monday when suspected 
Palestinian militants opened 
fire on them with automatic 
weapons outside this settle- 
ment near Ramallah, military 
sources said. 

In the first deadly anti- 
Israeli attack in more than 
two months, the assailants 
sprayed bullets at a crowd of 
religious students hitchhiking 
at the entrance to Beit El, 
hitting one student in the 
head and another in the 
chest, witnesses said. 

They then fired at a passing 
car before fleeing. Two 
women m the car were slight- 
ly hurt by flying glass. 

One student, whose name 
and age was not immediately 
released, died later at a Jeru- 
salem hospital of a bead 
wound. 

A 17-year-old Israeli- 
American, David Reuven 
Bau, was in moderate condi- 
tion with a bullet wound in 
the chest. 

Before reaching Beit El, 
the attackers fined at an 
armoured bus carrying local 
workers, but hit no one. 

Palestinian sources said the 
Israeli army sealed off the 
nearby A1 Jalazun refugee 
camp and blocked roads lead- 
ing from tire Beit El area 
towards Ramallah, which is 
under control of the auton- 
omous PatottmiBft National 
Authority. 

A) Jalazun is nnder joint 
IsraeU-Palestmian control. 

Some reports said the 


King Hussein 
to visit Turkey 

ANKARA (AFP) — King 
Hussein is to visit Ankara tills 
week to discuss Middle East 
issues at the invitation of 
President Suleyman Demirel, 
-i, the Foreign Ministry said 
Monday. "The two countries 
will exchange views and in- 
formation on the latest de- 
velopments regarding the 
Middle East peace process 
during the visit,'’ planned for 
Thursday, ministry spokes- 
man Nurettin Nurkan told a 
news briefing. 

Arafat suffers from 
flu, exhaustion 

GAZA CITY (AP) — Doc- 
tors on Monday ordered bed 
rest for Yasser Arafat who is 
■suffering from influenza and 
exhaustion. Mr. Arafat, 65, 
returned to Gaza on Monday 
after meetings in Egypt with 
President Hosni Mubarak 
and King Hussein. Mr. Ara- 
fat's physicians, Omar Dakka 
and Issa Tarazi, bad asked 
him not to go to Egypt, 
'i saying he should rest instead, 
P but Mr. Arafat ignored the 
advice. When be returned 
Monday, his staff did not 
schedule appointments and 
Mr. Arafat stayed home, said 
sources in his office. 

Six jailed for 
sabotage in Bahrain 

MANAMA (AFP) — Six 
people were jailed for be- 
tween two and five years 
after they were found guilty 
of setting care ablaze during 
anti-government unrest, an 
Interior Ministry spokesman 
was quoted as saying Mon- 
day. The state security court 
sentenced four "saboteurs” 
to five years in prison and 
two Others to two years in jail 
for torching the care and en- 
dangering the lives of inno- 
cent people, the spokesman 
tokl the Gulf Daily News. 
Two other people received 


assailants lost control of their 
car and fled on foot towards 
Jalazun, while military 
sources said they may have 
comandeered another car 
and fled farther north. 

Army helicopters led a 
manhunt in the area. 

The shooting came two 
weeks ahead of Israeli 
national elections in which 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
is fighting off a tough chal- 
lenge from the right-wing 
Likud bloc that is campaign- 
ing on charges that the peace 
process has undermined 
Israelis' security. 

In a statement after the 
shooting Likud said the 
"attack is new proof of the 
failure of Peres, who is count- 
ing on Arafat to ensure the 
security of Israelis.” and cal- 
led for the army "to take 
back responsibility for the 
security in the territories.” 
Labour's Nisim Zvfli ac- 
cused the Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas) and Isla- 
mic Jihad of trying to under- 
mine the peace process. 

He added: "This attack, 
the first in a long while, 
proves the success . of our 
policy of separation between 
the Israelis mid Palestinians.” 
Shortly before the shoot- 
ing, Foreign Minister Ehud 
Barak said the government 
was considering tightening its 
militaiy closure of Ihe West 
Bank and Gaza Strip to pre- 
vent new antirlsraeli attacks 
ahead of the May 29 national 
elections. 

(Continued on page 7) 



FIRST LADIES MEET: Her Majesty Queen Noor chairs a meeting of world first ladies at the Royal Palace 
on Monday ahead of Tuesday's formal opening og a biennial meeting in Amman to discuss improving the 
lives of rural women in developing countries (Reuters photo) 


Peres not to visit Jordan before elections 

'Decision taken in Amman, not in Jerusalem' 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres 
will not go ahead with plans 
he had made to visit Amman 
for talks with His Majesty 
King Hussein before the May 
29 general elections, the 
Jerusalem Post daily reported 
yesterday. 

The Israeli English- 
language daily quoted a "top 
aide” to Mr. Peres as saying 


Israelis attack 
Hizbollah bases 


tiie Bahraini press reported 
that 11 men were condemned 
to between one year and five 
years in prison for the March 
13 firebombing of a res- 
taurant where British and 
other customers managed to 
escape. 


SIDON (Agencies) — 
Israel attacked suspected 
Hizbollah positions in 
South Lebanon on Monday 
with missiles and artillery 
shells, a day after five 
Israeli soldiers were 
wounded in the Jewish 
state's occupied "security 
zone,” police and military 
officials said. 

"Our helicopters struck 
Sojod and Al Rihan in the 
northern part of the secur- 
ity zone and the pilots re- 
ported hitting their 
targets,” an Israeli army 
spokesman said in Tel 
Aviv. 

Lebanese police said an 
air-to-surface missile was 
fired at an area between 
Sojod and Kabal Al Rafih, 
in the Iranian-backed Hiz- 
bollah stronghold of Iqlfrn 
Al Tuffah In South Leba- 
non. 

A spokesman for Hizbol- 
lah in South Lebanon con- 
firmed the report but said 
the guerrillas were not 
aware of any military op- 
eration in the region. 

Israeli artillery also fired 
about 20 shells at Jabal Al 
Rafih and Rihan in the 
same area, police said. 

There were no immed. 
ate reports of casualties. 

On Sunday, Israeli war- 
planes and artillery hit Hiz- 
bollah strongholds in the 
mountainous Iqlim Al Tuf- 
fah and the Bekaa Valley, 
on the outskirts of Israel's 
self-declared "security 
zone” in South Lebanon, 
Lebanese police said. 

Hizbollah said there 
were no casualties. 

Israel’s retaliation Sun- 
day came just hours after 
five Israeli soldiers were 
injured, one seriously in an 
attack by Hizbollah in the 
occupied bonder zone. 

The soldiers, who were 
evacuated to a hospital in 
Israel, were struck by an 
explosive device planted in 
the path of the jeep near 
Sujud, Israeli military offi- 
cials said. 

The five soldiers were 


the first Israeli victims in 
Lebanon since the April 27 
ceasefire which ended 
Intel’s 17-day war on Hiz- 
bollah guerrillas in Leba- 
non. 

Under the U.S-brokered 
ceasefire, Hizbollah guer- 
rillas are allowed to strike 
at Israeli forces inside the 
occupied zone and Israel 
has the right to defend it- 
self. Both sides have 
agreed not to attack civilian 
targets. 

Russian deputy Foreign. 
Minister Viktor Possavoly- 
ufc said Monday that the 
fighting in South Lebanon' 
had complicated efforts 
aimed at setting up a truce 
watchdog group. 

Mr. Possavolyuk was 
speaking after talks here 
with Lebanese Foreign 
Minister Fares Boue 2 f on 
the eve of a meeting in 
Washington of the repre- 
sentatives of countries 
forming the group. ■ 

The group, comprising 
Lebanon, Israel, Syria, 
France and the ‘United 
States, was set up as part of 
the U.S-brokered ceasefire 
agreement between Israel 
and Hizbollah. / 

“The military . escalation 
that took place on Sunday 

will complicate tomorrow’s 

discussions,” Mr. Possa- 
volyuk said in reference to 
the meeting scheduled to 
take place in Washington 
to Tuesday. - 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres said Israel 
did not retaliate harshly for 
the weekend attacks by 
Hizbollah. because it wants 
to avoid a fresh flareup of 
violence.; 

"We replied in a mea- 
sured way because we are 
not interested in any 
escalation,” Mr. Peres told 
reporters during a cam- 
paign, stop Monday in the 
southern desert town of , 
Ofokim. 

Mr. Peres said Sunday's 
shooting ambushes were 
"borderline” violations of 
the ceasefire. 


that “contrary to his original 
plan — Peres will not be 
visiting Amman before the 
elections.” It added: "Since it 
was known that Peres was 
eager to visit (with the King) 
before the voting, ibis fuels 
speculation that the decision 
to delay the trip was taken in 
Amman, not in Jerusalem." 

The newspaper, which bad 
led* itsr news stories with a 
report on the Cairo summit 
and statements made by the 
King on Jerusalem, said: "It 
was uncertain whether King 


Hussein wanted to avoid a 
visit by Peres at this time so 
as not to be accused of seek- 
ing to influence the election's 
outcome.” 

The Jerusalem post, 
added, however, that “Jorda- 
nian Public opinion was 
fiercely opposed to Israel’s 
action in southern Lebanon, 
capped by the attack on 
Cana. There were parliamen- 
tary motions by the Jorda- 
nian opposition to cut ties 
with Israel, and the inde- 
pendence day celebration at 


the embassy in Amman was 
boycotted by many Jorda- 
nians.” 

In its story on the summit 
which has headlined "Hus- 
sein: Jerusalem should be 
capital of Palestinian state,” 
the newspaper focussed on 
the King's statements follow- 
ing the Cairo meeting, parti- 
culary his pledge to support 
Palestinians* demand 'for 
Jerusalem on the capital of a 
future state and his empha- 
sise on regaining the holy city 
as a “symbol of peace." 


Peres says Assad turned down 
call for summit saying not yet 

7TI A VTV / Tpncinnc KaHupaii TcvqaI urhirh tnnlr pffppt nn A rw* 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Syrian President Hafez Al 
Asad has refused requests 
for an Israeli-Syrian summit 
to revive the two countries’ 
suspended peace negotia- 
tions, Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres has said. 

“Assad let os know that 
'the time was not right,” Mr. 
Peres was quoted as saying 
on Monday by Israeli army 
radio. 

.Speaking late Sunday dur- 
ing a campaign meeting for. 
Israeli general elections on 
May 29, Mr. Peres said he 
had told Mr. Assad in a 
message sent via U.S. inter- 
mediaries that a meeting "at 
the highest level” was neces- 
sary to further the peace pro- 
cess. 

U.S.-brokered peace talks 
between Israel and Syria re- 
sumed in December outside 
Washington but made little 
concrete progress and were 
suspended following a spate 
of suicide bombings in Israel 
in late February and early 
March. 


Tensions between Israel 
and Syria rose as a result of 
Israel’s offensive last month 
against Hizbollah guerrillas 
in Lebanon, where Damascus 
maintains some 35.000 troops 
and holds a dominant influ- 
ence over the government. 

Syria on Sunday warned 
Israel against trying to sepa- 
rate the Lebanese and Syrian 
tracks of the peace process. 

"By trying to lend a politic- 
al character to the monitoring 
committee" for the ceasefire 
between Israel and HizboUah 
guerrillas in Lebanon, Israel 
is aiming “to push Lebanon 
into a separate deal,” said 
Syrian state television. 

"Israel wants to separate 
the Syrian and Lebanese 
tracks" of the peace process, 
it said in a commentary. 

Syria has accused Israel of 
hampering the creation of the 
international ceasefire moni- 
toring group by trying to add 
a political role to its function 
of maintaining security. 

A five-nation group was set 
up to monitor the ceasefire 


which took effect on April 
27, ending the 17-day war 
between Israel and Hizbol- 
lah. 

Negotiators from France, 
Israel, Lebanon. Syria and 
the United States met in 
Washington Friday for the 
first time but failed to agree 
on a head q uarters for the 
group or whether it will be 
military or political in nature. 

Syria showed its patience 
over the Lebanon ceasefire 
committee was running out 
when its ambassador in 
Washington, Walid Moallem, 
said that the next session of 
negotiations in the U.S. 
capital Tuesday would have 
to be decisive. 

"We must finish on Tues- 
day, whether we succeed or 
fail. If there is no agreement, 

S ; must announce the fai- 
re," he warned in an inter- 
view with the Lebanese news- 
paper AJ Diyar. 

Richard Jones, the U.S. 
ambassador to Lebanon, said 
he expected the monitoring 
group to be set up this week. 


Iran inaugurates 'Silk Road' 
railway as showpiece progress 


TEHRAN (R) — Iranian 
President Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani on Monday inau- 
gurated a new rail link be- 
tween Iran and Central Asia 
which he said revived the old 
‘Silk Road’ as a symbol of 
East-West relations. 

Official Iranian media said 
Mr. Rafsanjani spoke at the 
opening of the railway in 
Mashhad in northeastern 
Iran, attended by beach of 
state and dignitaries from 
more than 50 countries. 

The Iranian president and 
11 heads of state later flew to 
Sarakhs, on the border with 
Turkmenistan. Other digni- 
taries and officials ’boarded 
the train, dubbed “Pride,”- 
making its first journey from 
Mashhad to Sarakhs. 

“The Silk Road railway ... 
shortens the long distance be- 


tween Chinese ports to the 
Persian Gulf, is the bridge for 
.the. region and the world and 
is a dear example of Iran's 
priority on regional coopera- 
tion,” Mr. Rafsanjani said in 
a ceremony in Sarakhs, 
broadcast live on Iranian 
television. 

Turkish President Sulei- 

- 1 Demirel said at the cere- 
mony: historic legend 

comes to life, the Silk Road 
was not only about a route 
but was about the coming 
together of various nations. 

“It is not only a railway 
being inaugurated today, but 
contents and peoples of va- 
rious continents are being 
connected.” 

The heads of state were to 
go later to Tedzhen in Turk- 
menistan. 

Mr. Rafsanjani had earlier 


said in Mashhad: "Today we 
open a railway in cooperation 
with our friend Turkmenistan 
which revitalises the historic 
Silk Road ... which is famous 
as a symbol of East-West 
relations.” 

The Mashbad-Sarakbs- 
Tedzhen railway opens up 
new trade routes between re- 
gions which under Soviet 
communism were hermetical- 
ly sealed, joining Iran’s Gulf 
ports to the former Soviet 
hinterland. 

Iran and Turkmenistan 
agreed in 1991 to tie their rail 
networks. Iran self-financed 
the $171 million, 165 
kilometres Mashhad-Sarakhs 
Stretch, which it completed in 
42 months. 

Turkmenistan's Sarakhs- 
Tedzhen link, running for 130 

(Continued on page 7) 


Crown Prince urges 
world effort to better 
refugees' conditions 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on Monday 
called on the world commun- 
ity to deal with the question 
of Palestinian refugees in a 
comprehensive perspective 
embracing the humanitarian, 
material, and economic 
dimensions of the issue. 

He also called for a region- 
al and comprehensive solu- 
tion to the problem of 
Palestinian refugees who are 
now hosted in the Arab states 
urging all concerned parties 
to be involved in finding this 
solution. 

Speaking at a meeting with 
a delegation representing the 
working group on refugees of 
the multilateral phase of the 
Middle East peace process. 
Prince Hassan noted that the 
Jordan-Israet peace treaty 
defined the principles and the 
procedures which should be 
followed in the process of 
negotiating a settlement for 
the refugee problem. 

The Crown Prince urged 
the delegation, which is led 
by Andrew Robinson, direc- 
tor general for the Middle 
East peace process at the 
Canadian Ministry for Fore- 
ign Affairs and Internationa] 
Trade, to employ all avail- 
able expertise and informa- 
tion in order to give momen- 
tum to the peace process, 
stressing that the refugee 


question was a regional issue 
related with other basic re- 
gional questions like water, 
the environment, economic 
and human resources de- 
velopment. 

He said that proposals to 
be adopted by the working 
group on refugees should 
provide for integrated ser- 
vices and to improving the 
quality of life of refugees in 
the five Arab states hosting 
them, and should also benefit 
the countries that have been 
hosting the refugees, notably 
Jordan, no matter whether 
the refugees have been living 
in camps or in urban centres. 

The delegation thanked 
the Crown Prince for his 
keenness on dealing with the 
refugee problem, noting that 
Jordan bad been a real part- 
ner with the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) in helping the re- 
fugees and in participating in 
the multilateral group meet- 
ings to solve the problem. 

The delegation, which in- 
cludes representatives of 
several leading donor coun- 
tries, touring 'Palestinian re- 
fugee camps to hear then- 
residents' views on peace in 
the region. 

The delegation's tour in- 
cludes Talbia, Marka, 
Huson, Jerash, and Baqaa 
camps. 


Ghali: Iraq deal 
needs more work 


UNTIED NATIONS (AFP) 
— U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali said Monday 
that more work was needed 
to finalise an oU-for-food deal 
mth Iraq, despite intensive 
talks over the weekend. 

The U.N. chief spent "a 
great deal” of the weekend in 
discussions, in person and by 
telephone, on the deal, U.N. 
spokeswoman Sylvana Foa 
said at a news briefing. 

An agreement would allow 
Iraq to resume limited oil 
exports in return for huma- 
nitarian supplies. 

Ms. Foa quoted Mr. Ghali 
as saying that “there is still 
some work to be done” on 
die memorandum of under- 
standing (MoU) being 
negotiated by U.N. and Iraqi 
negotiators, who opened a 
fourth round of discussions 
on May 6. 

"He hopes that when he 
gets back from his trip to 
Moscow that we'll be able to 
conclude the MoU,” Ms. Foa 
said. 

A U.N. spokesman said 
that Mr. Ghali, who was 
flying out later Monday, was 
due back in New York on 
Friday or Saturday. The 
negotiations between the 
U.N. and Iraqi delegations 
were to resume on Monday at 
1900 GMT. 

In Iraq on Monday, the 
official Al Jumhouriyah 
newspaper said that “things 
until now are going well.” 

The report propelled the 
dinar upward to 720 to the 
dollar on Monday from 920 
to the dollar on Sunday, and 
sent the price of five gram- 
mes of 21 carat gold down to 
35,000 dinars from 55.000 on 
Sunday, traders and mer* 
chants said. 

Gold is usually seen as a 
hedge against inflation. 

But the Iraqi newspaper 
still linked the success of the 
talks to non-interference 
from the United States and 
Britain, which have said the 
accord must prevent Bagh- 
dad from regaining political 
influence in northern Iraq 
and from reentering the in- 
ternational banking system. 

An Iraqi Oil Ministry offi- 


cial told AFP Monday that 
Baghdad was capable of re- 
suming oil exports as soon as 
a deal was reached. 

“The technical capacities 
and the state of the export 
terminals allow Iraq to re- 
sume crude exports im- 
mediately after an agreement 
with the United Nations is 
announced,” be said asking 
not to be named. 

Meanwhile, the head of the 
Oil Ministry's pipeline de- 
partment, Sal ah Aziz, told Al 
Jumhouriyah that the pipe- 
lines leading to the terminals 
were “ready to function." 

“Repair and maintenance 
work have finished in anti- 
cipation of a resumption of 
oil exports,” Mr. Aziz said. 

Iraq said in March that the 
Iraqi-Turidsh pipeline to a 
Mediterranean terminal — 
through which most of the oil 
is to be sent — “was oper- 
ational,” it also said it has 
tested its Gulf terminal at 
Mina Al Bakr. 

The Cyprus-based MEES 
said last month that it would 
take Iraq two to three months 
to export oil after a deal is 
signed because the U.N. 
would first have to put its 
distribution infrastructure 
and logistics in place through- 
out Iraq. 

Chief Iraqi negotiator 
Abdul Amir Al Anbari said 
in New York on Saturday 
that there was a slight im- 
provement in his talks, after 
an intervention by Dr. Ghali. 

Mr. Anbari had earlier said 
the negotiations were going 
“from worse to worse." 

Since returning to the Un- 
ited Nations on May 6 for the 
fourth round of talks, Mr. 

Anbari has consistently 
attacked Britain and the Un- 
ited States for insisting on 
amendments to a draft MoU 
understanding which he said 
had been worked out with the 
United Nations on April 10J 

The two countries have 
said they want to ensure that 
Baghdad complies strictly 
with U.N. requirements on 
aid distribution and banking 
issues. 

(Continued on page 7) 


The Rotary Club of Amman Cosmopolitan 
welcome the participants of the 
International Steering Committee on the 
Economic Advancement of Rural Women. 
We hope you have a successful meeting. 
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Iraq 'renewing' 
bid to smuggle 
diesel, U.S. says 


Bashir says Sudan has expelled foreign 
militants working against governments 


DUBAI (R) — Iraq has re- 
newed attempts to smuggle 
diesel fuel exports in Gulf 
waters, but a U.S.-led multi- 
national patrol enforcing 
U.N. sanctions has inter- 
cepted most of the vessels, 
shipping sources in the Gulf, 
said on Monday. 

They said several vessels 
had tried since early March to 
evade the sanctions in the 
first such attempts by Iraq to 
smuggle diesel fuel since last 
August. The vessels were 
each carrying between 1,000 
to 3,000 tonnes of diesel fiiel. 

“There is very little oil 
coming out by sea, but they 
(Iraqis) are trying to again. 
Some are making it through, 
bur not much,” one source 
iaid. 

Asked about the shipping 
sources’ reports. Commander 

T. McCreary of the U.N. 
Navy told Reuters: ‘"Since 
March 7, we started to see 
some diesel oil come back out' 
of Iraq in small amounts." 

He said by telephone from 
the U.S. Sixth Beet’s Gulf 
headquarters in Bahrain that 
of 12 vessels intercepted since 
then by patrols enforcing the 

U. N. sanctions, seven were 
carrying diesel fuel and the 
rest dates. 

That compared with nine 
vessels diverted between 
October 1994 and August 
1995, when they stopped 
smuggling diesel' fuel. 

Spokesman McCreary said 
between November 1995 and 
March, .the multinational 
force diverted 43 vessels — 
41 carrying dates from Iraq 
nnd two heading towards Iraq 
carrying computer parts, bat- 
teries and tyres. 

The multinational force 
has been checking shipping in 
the Gulf to enforce a uTn. 
trade embargo imposed on 
Iraq after its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. Iraq has complained 
to the United Nations that 
the patrols violated its ter- 
ritorial waters. 

The shipping sources said 
the vessels carrying diesel 
fuel had&ise papfere pawning •• 
theyjfcrtodr; loadeditet the. -Ira- - 
nian port of Abtytittf- " . - 

“Thfcjjfessels wejneiallowed 
to use Iranian territorial wa- 
' -s. each one was carrying 


paperwork saying they were 
in Abadan,” one said. “The 
false papers used by the ves- 
sels are not being accepted by 
the multinational force.” 

Asked about that, spokes- 
man McCreary said: “As be- 
fore, we have seen a lot of 
false Iranian papers with the 
vessels that have come out 
(of Iraq). They said they have 
been in Abadan, but we 
know they were not.” 

He said that at the end of 
March, a vessel called 
Shaima tried to raise the Ira- 
nian flag and head towards 
Iranian waters when multina- 
tional patrols approached to 
intercept it. “We got it before 
it got into Iranian waters. We 
found six flags from six diffe- 
rent countries on board.” 

The shipping sources said 
they knew of cases when Iran 
detained traditional wooden 
trading boats, known as 
dhows, coining from Iraq for 
allegedly having false Iranian 
papers. 

Iran has repeatedly denied 
claims it was cooperating 
with Iraq to violate U.N. 
sanctions and has protested 
to the United Nations about 
what it calls the illegal pre- 
sence of U.S. forces in the 
Gulf. 

Ships found to be violating 
the sanctions are normally 
turned over to Gulf Arab 
states for inspection, contra- 
band oil or goods are sold 
and the proceeds deposited in 
a U.N. escrow account. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
said on May 4 in a letter to 
Congress that Washington 
had evidence of “continued 
Iranian complicity in the ex- 
port of Iraqi petroleum pro- 
ducts through the provision 
of vessels violating the sanc- 
tions with false paperwork 
and the use of Iranian territo- 
rial waters.” 

He said that in March and 
April, patrols intercepted 
vessels carrying Iraqi pet- 
roleum. products worth an 
estimated Si. 1“' million “ arid- 
dates worth an estimated $L4 - 
millions • ' • 

Mr. Clinton's- Ififte^^/as-^ 
made available to Reuters in 
Dubai. - 


Palestinian groups assail 
ruling on Abu Marzouk 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — The 
Palestinian opposition here 
reacted angrily to a U.S. 
court ruling authorising the 
extradition "to Israel of a top 
Hamas leader, describing the 
decision as a "flagrant attack 
cn the Palestinian people." 

In a statement the coalition , 
of organisations and parties 
opposed to the peace process 
with Israel called on the Un- 
ited States to annul the ruling 
against Musa Abu Marzouk, 
the political director of the 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (Hamas). 

“We hold the American 
administration entirely re- 
sponsible for this criminal de- 
cision as well as for any con- 
sequences which may result," 
said the statement. 

It described the decision to 
allow Mr. Abu Marzouk's 
extradition as "strictly poli- 
tical," and said it was taken 
"to help the electoral cam- 
paign (of Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Shimon) Peres” and that 
it had “no grounding in civil 
law." 

In Wednesday’s ruling,. 
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U.S. District Court Judge 
Kevin Duffy said the crimes 
charged in Israel’s arrest war- 
rant for Mr. Abu Marzouk 
"constitute extraditable 
offenses.” 

He ruled there was “a 
reasonable belief that Mr. 
Abu Marzouk was guilty of 
conspiracy and of the. sub- 
stantive crimes charged” and 
that he “knew of Hamas' 
plan to carry out violent, 
murderous attacks that he 
selected the leadership and 
supplied the money to enable 
the attacks to take place." 

Mr. Duffy said the Israeli 
government had linked Mr. 
Abu Marzouk to at least 10 
incidents involving the deaths 
of 55 people ana injury of 
hundreds of others. 

Mr. Abu Marzouk has 
lived in the United States for 
14 years and his defence 
lawyers contend he is a poli- 
tical chief of Hamas and was 
not involved in military ac- 
tions by the movement. 

They accused the judge of 
bias and said Mr. Abu Mar- 
zouk would appeal the deci- 
sion. 


Assemblies o t God Cfaurdi, Tct. 
6J27K5. 

Si. Joseph Church Tel. 6245911. 
Church of the Anna arietta] Tel. 
637441). 

De La SaBe Church Tel. 66)757 
Terr* Sancta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Aununriatioa Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Cathode Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church- Td. 

652526. 

Evangrikal Lutheran Church Td: 

#24328, 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregat io n Td. X45457 
The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints Td. 654932 
Church of Nazarenc Tcl.67569t. 
The Evangelical Local Church In 
Am man 
Td. 81 1295. 

Englisb-spealcmg 

Latin Catholics Parish Td. 614190 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by. the Detri- 
ment ttf Meteorology. 

Khamasini weather conditions 
arc expected to prevail, so it will he 
hot. relatively dry. and dusty with 
winds southeasterly moderate. In 
Aquhu. winds will he northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 


CAIRO (AFP) — Khartoum 
has expelled a number of 
expatriates plotting against 
the governments of their 
home countries, Sudanese 
President Omar Al Beshir 
said in an interview Monday. 

"Anyone with activities 
against his country's govern- 
ment or any other govern- 
ments living in Sudan must 
leave immediately,” 
Lieutenant-General Bashir 
■told the Arabic weekly Al 
Wasat. 

“This has been im- 
plemented with a number of 
individuals who we felt were 
conducting such activities, so 
,we asked them to leave," be 
said, without specifying how 
many individuals had been 
'expelled. 

“We do not want Sudan to 
be a staging ground for any 
activities hostile to. our neigh- 
bours,” he added. 

Cairo has accused Sudan of 
harbouring and supporting 
militants waging a four-year 


armed campaign against the 
government, while Ethiopia, 
Eritrea and Uganda also say 
Khartoum backs separatists 
on their soil. 

The U.N. has slapped di- . 
plomatic sanctions on Sudan 
for refusing to extradite to 
Ethiopia three militants ac- 
cused of atempting to kill 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak in Addis Ababa in 
June 1995. 

Gen. Bashir insisted that 
the sanctions, which came 
into effect on Friday, will not 
derail Khartoum's attempts 
to restore relations with its 
neighbours. 

“The resolution did not 
request that diplomatic rela- 
tions with Sudzui be severed 
entirely, so we will still have a 
presence and there will be 
opportunities for diplomatic 
action," Gen. Bashir noted. 

UN sanctions call on na- 
tions to reduce the size of- 
Sudanese representations 
and restrict travel by its di- 


plomats. 

Gen. Bashir said that be- 
hoped the U.N. would not 
cany out its threat to streng- 
then sanctions if Khartoum 
continues to refuse to comply 
with resolutions, but added, 
“at every step we will have a 
response.” 

Khartoum denies the three 
fugitives are still on its soil, 
while press reports have 
placed one of them in Afgha- 
nistan. 

Pakis tan: No militan ts 

Pakistani Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto said her coun- 
try nad gotten rid of all ’’ter- 
rorist elements" hunted by 
other countries, in an inter- 
view published on Monday. 

"Peshawar and other 
Pakistani dries are free of 
terrorist elements," Ms. 
Bhutto told the Arabic week- 
ly Al Wasat. 

“True, a number of ex- 
tremists came to Pakistan 


from Islamic Arab countries 
during the Afghan war 
(against Soviet occupation), 
but our government has com- 
pelled them to return to their 
home countries,” she said. 

“I no longer see any reason 
for worry” by Arab govern- 
ments, she said. 

“One of the first Steps my 
government took was a 
crackdown on those residing 
in Pakistan illegally., and con- 
sequently some of them left 
Pakistan for European coun- 
tries or Afghanistan,” Ms. 
Bhutto said. 

Cairo has claimed that 
Egyptian living in Pakistan 
are linked to extremist in 

Egypt- 

Egypt’s ambassador to 
Islamabad, Numan Gala], 
told Al Wasat last week that 
2,000 veterans of the Afghan 
conflict, 40 per cent of them 
Egyptians, are living in the 
Pakistani town Peshawar and 
near the Afghani border. 


Peres woos Arab Israelis, ultraorthodox jews 


TEL AVIV (R) — Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres is now 
wooing both Israeli Arabs 
and ultra-orthodox Jews in 
earnest m hopes of winning 
their votes in Israel's May 29 
elections. 

His government, overrid- 
ing objections of its left-wing 
backers, on Sunday fulfilled a 
promise to religious parties 
by approving the investment 
of S3 .4 million in an ultra- 
orthodox Jewish settlement 
in the West Bank. 

He and several of his key 
ministers then met Israeli 
Arab leaden to try to calm 
their anger over Israel’s blitz 
against guerrillas in Lebanon 
last month that killed some 


200 Lebanese, most civilians. 

Israel earlier suffered its 
first casualties since an April 
27 ceasefire ended the 
onslaught. Three officers and 
two enlisted men were 
wounded in two guerrilla 
* attacks in Israel’s occupation 
zone in South Lebanon, the 
army said. 

The ceasefire barred 
targetting civilians but not 
. attacks on military objec- 
tives. 

Mr. Peres has kept a lead 
of four to five percentage 
points over right-wing Likud 
leader Benjamin Netanyahu 
in opinion polls ahead of the 
elections when Israelis will, 
for the first time, directly 


elect a prime minister as well 
as vote for a party. ■ - 

The campaigns of Likud 
and Mr. Peres’ Labour Party 
both argue that they can en- 
sure peace with security and 
Likud said the casualties 
proved that Mr. Peres’s 
attempt to provide security 
via the Lebanon bombard- 
ment bad failed. 

Mr. Peres, speaking to 
academic snpporters, said in 
reaction to the Likud critic- 
ism: “We have real, difficult 
problems in the Middle East 
that are not easy to solve. I 
have no doubt that in this 
casse the real solution is a 
political one and we'll arrive 
at that.” 


Hie Arab Israeli leaders 
who met Mr. Peres kept him 
guessing about their vote. 

“We did not promise him 
we would vote for him,” said 
Abdul Wahab Al Daraw- 
sheh, leader of the Arab 
Democratic Party and a 
member of Israel’s parlia- 
ment, adding that be mid his 
colleagues were still examin- 
ing their position. 

Israel’s 850,000 Arab vo- 
ters, who comprise 12 per 
cent of tiie electorate, com- 
plain ' of discrimination by 
successive Israeli govern- 
ments, particularly in fund- 
ing. Mr. Darawsheh said Mr. 
Peres promised to improve 
their standard of living. 


Peace Now slams funding for settlement 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Israel’s Peace Now 
slammed as “political brib- 
ery” the government’s deri- 
sion on Sunday to Invest over 
11 million shekels ($3.4 mil- . 
lion) in att ult^-orthodp^.,. 
Jewish jsftttienjpnt; in the West 
. Bankl : .f r j 

‘TeaceNow’s "response -to 
the government decision to 
transfer funds to Kiryat Sef- 
et: Unnecessary and damag- 
ing political bribery," a state- 
ment issued to the media by 
Israel’s largest peace group 
said. 

Acting cabinet secretary 
Aaron Lishansky confirmed 
the government had 
approved the funds at its 
weekly meeting on Sunday. 

“.Eleven million and some, 


At 

that's correct," Mr. Lishans- 
ky told Reuters. 

Israel Radio said the deci- 
sion came in . the wake of 
Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres’ promise to ultra- 
orthodox ‘ politicaiparties^tq' 
rqvestlih Kiryat Sefer. 3 

Mr. Peres is in a dose race 
for May -29 . elections /with 
right-wing Likud leader Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu. Both men 
are vying for the ultra- 
orthodox vote. Polls on Fri- 
day showed Mr. Peres main- 
taining a four to five per cent 
lead over Mr. Netanyahu. 

The radio said 2.5 million 
shekels were earmarked for 
general development of hous- 
ing units built four years ago 
at Kiryat Sefer, .three million ■ 
to complete infrastructure and 


more than six* million for 
general development of 650 
housing units begun m 1994. 

Israel froze new settlement 
building when Mr. Peres' 
Labour Party, then led by 
’ Yitzhak Rabin, [swept the 
• Likud froth power in 1992 
elections. BntMr.‘Rabin,iil-* 
led m November by a right- 
wing Jew opposed to peace 
moves with Palestinians, per- 
mitted development of ex- 
isting settlements. 

The freeze on building new 
settlements won Israel $10 
billion in U.S..loan guaran- 
tees denied it under Likud, 
which pursued an aggressive 
settlement campaign. The 
Likud has vowed to lift the 
freeze on new settlement 
building if elected. 


In 1993, Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) signed a his- 
toric interim peace deal pro- 
viding self-rule in parts of the 
.West Bank and Gaza Strip 
occupied'by Israel since 1967- r 
war. - ' .'I '■ . V 

. UBder'.jLu sejtfemeritSv , 
where 14(1,000 Jews; 

live amidst nearly two million 
Palestinians in tire West Bank 
and Gaza Strip remain. The 
fate of the settlements and 
other tough issues are to be 
thrashed out in final peace 
talks which began this month 
and are to resume after' the 
elections. 

Palestinians, who want to 
establish an independent 
state in Gaza and the West 
Bank, view all settlements as 
obstacles to peace. 


PLO paying Ansari's legal costs for trial 


OSLO (AFP) — Legal fees 
for Palestinian hijacker 
Soraya Ansari, who is on trial 
in Germany for the 1977 hi- 
jacking of a German airliner, ', 
are being paid by the Palesti- 
nian Liberation Organis on 
(PLO), her lawyer sail in 
Monday. 

The PLO has so far p 1 
Heidi Bache-Wiig 50, 0> 
kroner (about $7,700) ft 


Ms. Ansari's defence, she 
told Norwegian Radio NRK 
Dagsnytt. Total legal costs 
are expected to amount to 
250,000-300,000 kroner 
($38,500-$46,500) . 

“The money has in its en- 
tirety been used to cover the 
first visits in Germany. We 
are talking airline flights, 
hotel stays, court costs and 
talks with my diem,” she 


said. 

Ms. Ansari, 42, is the sole 
survivor of four Palestinians 
who hijacked a Lufthansa 
plane to Somalia in a bid to 
free 11 leaders of the German 
far-left group Red Army Fac- 
tion and two members of the 
Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine. 

The general pilot was kil- 
led by tee hijackers in Aden, . 


Yemen, and three hijackers 
were killed when German 
special forces stormed the 
plane in Mogadishu. 

Ms. Ansari was tracked 
down by Norwegian police In 
1994 and arrested, after hav- 
ing lived in Norway since 
1 1991. After a long legal battle 
in Norway, she was extra- 
dited to Germany in Novem- 
ber to stand trial/ 


Bush fire sweeps through Golan heights Marijuana found growing outside Israeli foreign ministry 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — A bush fire late Sunday swept 
through the Golan Heights, which were occupied by Israel 
in the 1967 Mideast war. Israel radio reported. The blaze 
ravaged dozens of hectares of scrub in the Southern Golan, 
and firemen who called in helicopters took several hours to 
douse the fire due to exploding landmines. Several Israelis 
were evacuated to hospital suffering from smoke inhala- 
tion. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Anti-narcotics offic- 
ers were called in Monday when a Jerusalem municipal 
gardener, discovered a marijuana plant growing in the 
shadow of tee Israeli foreign ministry. The plant, whose 
cultivation is outlawed in Israel,' was growing in a city 
garden next to the foreign ministry and within sight of the 
offices of Foreign Minister Ehud Barak, police said. The 
offending weed was uprooted and police- said an investiga- 
tion had been launched into how it sprouted in a city paric. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Min-/Max. temp. 

Amman 15/32 

Aqaba 21/ 36 

Deserts 14/34 

Jordan Valley 19/37 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 26. Aqaba 33. Humidity 
readings: Amman 44 per cent. 
Aqaba 33 per cent. ' 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Wulid Al Masri 675485 

Dr. Khalil Abdo 732921) 

Dr. Jum'a Ahu Dfaiab 758848 

Dr. Ahmad Manna’ 839756 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asemn pharmacy 6371)55 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacouh pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637n6D 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Najih pharmacy 847632 

1RBID: 

Dr. Mazcn Ahu Bakr 176X52 

Alquds pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Randa Siiakin 995170 

Kholifeh pharmacy 9X5417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department Will 
Civil Defence" Immediate 

Rescue HU34I. 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rc^tuc Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 6I7IOI 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police H434U2 

Traffic Police 896390- 

Public Security Department 630321- 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls t)HC3i) 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority WlllIM 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 63f»3Xl 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 

Queen Alia 1ml. Airport UK-5321 M 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: , , . . 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 


Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

, 644281/6 

Akilch Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jobal Amman-Maternity.... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 607071 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Ai-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdaii 666127/37 

. AJ-Ahli. Abdaii 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn ... 777101/3 
Al-Basbir. J. Ashrafich 7751 1 1/2.6 

Army. Marks 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 686100 

Amal Hospital 607155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)9X3323 
Zarqa National Hospital , 

(09)900560 

I bn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikna Modem Hospital (U91WUW0 
DtBID: 

Princess Busina Hospital ...... (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hrajrital (82)272275 

Ihn Al Nufcci Hospital*. tnZl247IDU 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)3141 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


77ts information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Aim In- 
ternational Airport Td. (OXIS32UO. 
5. where it should always he veri- 
fied. 

ARRIVALS - 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Rights 

(Terminal 1 ) 

® &3B ’Damascus (RJ) 

6fc30 Haytai (add) (RJ) 

11:65 Muscat. Dnbai (RJ) 

HstS j.. Beirut (RJ) 

11:15 Doha.'Bahrain(RJ) 

Beirut (RJ)' 

11:36 Abu Dhabi. Aqaba (RJ) 
12:15 

Jakarta. New Delhi (add) (RJ) 

■4*36 ■' New York (RJ) 

'17:20 Cairo (RJ) 

•7J6 London (RJ) 

17:45 ;. Frankfurt (RJ) 

17:45 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

18:15 ... Chicago. Amsterdam (Rj) ; 

61:15 Paris (add) [ RJ j 

62:45 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

14:10 :.... Frankfurt ( YP) 

15 :25 RomcfAZ) 

15:55 Munich (.YP), 

1WS Dubai. Damascus (EK) 

JZfcdB Amsterdam (KL) 

21:60 - Aden (DY) - 

21:16 Beirut (ME) 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Ttoo Austrians suspected In Cyprus killing 

NICOSIA (AFP) — Two Austrian U.N. peacekeeprs-* 
serving in Cyprus were under investigation Monday on 
suspicion of causing the death of a Bulgarian cyclist in a 
hit-and-run, police said. Canthev Kirkov, 32, a Bulgarian 
living in Cyprus, had been cycling bade to the farm where 
be worked at around 2 a.m. Monday in the southern coastal 
area of the island when he was hit from behind by»a car. 
The vehicle left the scene and Kirkov’s body was disco- 
vered more than an hour later lying in a pool Of blood, 
Cypriot police said. His bike was found in a nearby field. 
Police said they received a tipoff teat the two Austrians bad 
been driving the vehicle responsible for the accident. 
Broken glass from the car’s windshield and headlights were- 
discovered ax tee scene, they said. The two Austrian troops 
were apprehended about two hours later sitting in the car 
near tee village of Achna, close to the buffer zone 
separating the divided island. According to a police 
spokesman. Sergeant Otmar Levtsch, 30, was tested and 
had an alcohol blood level almost twice tee legal limit. 
Levtsch and his passenger. Private Gunter Pagitz, 21, were 
believed to be heading back to their UN camp on the 
Turkish-held side of island, police said. 

Lake stops in Egypt for talks with official 

CAIRO (AFP) — U.S. National Security Council (NSC) 
head Anthony Lake held brief talks with Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak's chief political advisor while passing 
through Cairo on Monday, airport sources said. Mr. Lake, 
and the U.S. Ambassador to Cairo Edward Walker met for 
a half-hour with Osama Al Baz in the airport but gave no 
statement on the content of the talks, the sources said. Mr. 
Lake was on his way from Paris to Nairobi when he made, 
the stop. The U.S. embassy in Cairo said Mr. Lake's flight 
stopped in Egypt, which had not been on his itinerary, for 
refuelling. 

Egypt, France and Italy In naval manoeuvre? 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt, France and Italy are to begin two 
days of joint naval exercises on Tuesday with 13 vessels 
including two submarines off Egypt's Mediterranean coast, 
the state news service MENA said. The three countries 
completed the first three-day planning stage of die 
“Cleopatra 96” manoeuvres on Monday with in-port 
training in electronic warfare and communications, MENA 
said. Once at sea, tee ships will practise submarine 
detection, attacks on sea and air targets and supply 
manoeuvres. Italy is joining the annual manoevures for the 
first time with a destroyer and another vessel. France is 
supplying two destroyers, a sub and a refuelling boat, while 
Egypt is participating with a detroyer, a sub, four rocket 
launchers and another vessel, MENA said. 

Heat blows off manhole cover, decapitates boy 

CAIRO (AFP) — A heat wave in Egypt took its strangest 
victim when high temperatures caused a chemical explosion 
in a sewer, blowing off manhole cover which decapitated a 
12-year-old boy, police said Monday. Rami Farag Khalaf 
was working at a garage painting cars in the north Egypt 
town of Al Santa when the bizarre accident occured. Police 
said paint runoff from tee garage reacted with other 
chemicals in the sewer under the intense heat, building up- 
gas pressure which finally blew the top off the lethal 
manhole cover, striking Khalaf. Temperatures have 
reached over degrees Centigrade (104 Fahrenheit) during, a 
heat wave over the past week 4ft Egypt. ;7 • ' •. 
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Saudis release $2nf for Palestlnians * * 

... »? ■ . . * 

RIYADH (AFP) — A Saudi fundraising committee on 
Monday ordered $2 million to be released for Palestinians 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Abdul Rahim Jamas 
director of the "People’s Committee for Helping the 
Mujahedeen in Palestine," said here it released 7.4 million 
Saudi riyals (almost $2 million) to the Palestine National 
. Fund. A total of $7.8 million has been handed over from 
the committee to the Palestine Liberation Organisation in 
the last 11 months. The money is raised through deductions 
from 200.000 Palestinians living in Saudi Arabia, as well as 
voluntary contributions from Saudis and foreigners living 
here. The Saudi government said in September it had given 
$100 milh'on to the Palestinian National Authority as its 
share of support for Palestinian autonomy. 

Istanbul assailant injured in bomb attack 

ISTANBUL (AFP) — A map was injured when a 
home-made bomb he wanted to plant in front of a local 
office of an ultra-nationalist party here went off in his 
hands early Monday, police said. They said the attacker 
was hospitalised after the device blew up outside tee office 
of the Nationalist Action Party in the Umraniye district in 
the European side of Istanbul. The bomb slightly damaged 
the party office. Police said the attacker was believed to be 
a member of an illegal leftist organisation. 

Electrical fire kills one in North Egypt 

CAIRO (AFP) — One person was killed and 10 others 
injured when a fire sparked by electrical wires raged 
throi^h a north Egyptian village early Monday, police said. 
The fire broke out in San Al Gabr village, 85 kilometres 
north of Cairo, when overhead electrical wires snapped and 
fell onto the roof of a house, lighting straw stored there 
police said. The blaze destroyed a total of 19 homes’ 
leaving one unidentified person dead and injuring 10 others 
as weU as killing a number of cattle, before fire fighters out 
it out, police said. . ^ 


•fc® Bucharest (RO) 

OfcW.. London (KJ) 

62^9 Kuwait (KL) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

W--26 ... Aqaba (RW) 

16548 

.’unman QAiA (arrives at Mara- 
fca Airport at luai) (RW) 
19-AS ... Tel Aviv (QAIA) (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Righto 

(Terminal 1) 

6&68 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

67:15 Beirut (RJ) 

69-J6 

Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 
12?i5 

Geneva. Madrid. Casablanca 
(RJ) 

IfcO# Amsterdam. Toronto (RJ) 
12:16 .... Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 
1206 ... Aqaba. Paris (add) (RJ) 

13:15 :... Cairo (RJ) 

13:45 Brussels, Paris (RJ) 

144)5 London (RJ) 

21*1® Larnaca(RJ) 

21s* - Jeddah (RJ) 

21:45 Damascus (RJ) 

22sfl5 ... Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ 
2238 

Kuala Lumpur. Singapore (RJ) 

. Other Flights (Terminal 
2) 

69:15 London (RJ). 

1*16 Frankfurt (YP) 

RomcfAZ) 


Munich (YP) 

Dubai (EK) 

.Kuwait (KL) 

J**® Aden (DY) 

‘ Bacharcst (RO) 

13:50 ■— Amsterdam (KL) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
6fc36 

Amman (Marks Airport) (RW) 

Xqaba (RW) 

2UJ0 .... Amman (0A1A)(RW) 

XjCW 

Amman (Marka Airport) (RW) 

MARKET PRICES 

Uppcrflowcr price in fils per kg. 

Apple .70(1/ 500 

Banana ajQ/600 

Banana (Mukammar): 520/520 

Banana (imported) 880/600 

£ abha S c 100/60 



Cauliflower I8Q/I00 

cucumbers (large) 180/100 

Cucumbers (small) 120/70 

720/ 130 

Faw beans I60/10Q 

Garlic (green) 280/180 

Lemon 65(V44i 

fj*™* tkrge) ’200/ )2a 

280/200 

£"*° a l*y! 180/ 100 



res 30QM8O 

rv T>PCr P IOt) “.-‘MB / 200 

-320/200 

S’r’V" 

■ Siring Beans 480/280 
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Ilieir Majesties Queen Noor and Queen Sofia of Spain Monday inaugurate an exhi- 
bition of contemporary Spanish art at Darat al Fnnnn (photo by Crystal) 

Queens Noor, Sofia inaugurate 
contemorary Spanish art exhibition 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Their 
Majesties Queen Noor and 
Queen Sofia of Spain inau- 
gurated Monday the Con- 
temporary Spanish art exhi- 
bition entitled “From 
Picasso To Our Present 
Days” at Darat al Funun, 
organised by the Spanish 
embassy, the Instituto Cer- 
vantes in Amman and the 
Abdul Hameed Shoman 
Foundation. 

The exhibition features 
the work of 38 contempo- 
rary Spanish artists, includ- 
ing Pablo Picasso, Joan 
Mxro and Salvador Dali, 
from, tbe collection of the 
Spanish Contemporary 
Engravings Museum of 


MarbeUa. 

According to Suha 
Shoman of Darat al Funun, 
tbe exhibition is “very 
important because it repre- 
sents tbe history of graphic 
art throughout the 20th cen- 
tury starting from Picasso 
to the present day.” 

She added that Jordan 
received its first graphics 
printing machine, which is 
housed at Darat al Funun, 
three years ago as a present 
from the National Gallery 
of Arts. 

Tbe exhibition, which 
will run until the 6th of 
June, also includes lectures 
by Jordanian artist Dr. 
Khalid Kbreis in conjunc- 


tion with a series of films of 
Spain’s renowned contem- 
porary artists, plus a classi- 
cal Spanish music concert 
by La Maestranza. 

A Royal Court statement 
said Queen Noor and 
Queen Sofia, accompanied 
by HRH Princess Ghida 
Talal, were received by 
Chief Chamberlain HRH 
Prince Raad Ben Zeid, 
Princess Majda Raad, 
Princess RajwaAli, Senator 
Abdul Majid Shoman, Mr. 
Khalid Shoman and wife of 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim- Kabariti, Farina 
KabaritL 


Contractors complain of foreign competition 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordanian con- 
tractors Monday aired their griev- 
ances at the start of a seminar 
organised to promote the contract- 
ing business and said foreign com- 
petition is one of tbe main obstacles 
to the success of tbe local Industry. 

Wad Toukan, president of the 
Jordanian Contractors Association 
(JCA) told tbe meeting that tbe 
absence of official Jordanian poli- 
cies concerning contract awards to 
foreign firms, tbe lack of incentives 
for creating contracting corpora- 
tions, tbe delay in the settlement of 
contractors’ bins and tbe absence of 
quality control of construction 
materials are all issues that need to 
be settled for tbe local contracting 


business to succeed. 

He also complained that some 
employers from the public and pri- 
vate sectors accept the lowest bids 
for construction projects without 
proper consideration, resulting, he 
said, in negative consequences for 
the contracting sector. 

The meeting was opened by Min- 
ister of Public Works arid Housing 
Abdul Hadi Majali who deputised 
for HRH Crown Prince Hassan and 
who said that Jordan was living in 
the peace era which requires seri- 
ous efforts towards attaining sus- 
tainable development. 

He said the contracting sector 
which accounts for seven per cent 
of tbe Kingdom’s gross domestic 
product and which employs 10 per 


cent of the country’s workforce 
constitutes the real infrastructure 
for development. 

Pledging full government support 
for the contracting sector, Mr. 
Majali said the ministry has created 
a high level committee to study the 
grievances of tbe contractors and 
overcome problems, and has pre- 
pared building codes which are 
mandatory in Jordan. 

Referring to seminar topics, Mr. 
Majali said they cover such sub- 
jects as inputs, legislation and 
financing, but will not include 
financial and technical responsibili- 
ty for any faults committed by con- 
tractors. consultants and employers. 

He said Jordanian contractors 
should not be satisfied with gov- 


ernment backing and support in the 
face of foreign competitors, but 
should raise their standards and 
performance and prove that their 
work far excels that of foreign con- 
tractors. 

Husoi Abu Ghaida, president of 
the Jordanian Engineers Associa- 
tion (JEA), addressed the meeting 
noting that Jordan has 36.000 regis- 
tered engineers with 250 specialisa- 
tions who work in Jordan and 60 
other countries. 

He urged the participants who 
represent various government firms 
and the public sector to draw up a 
Set of recommendations that would 
genuinely promote the contracting 
profession in Jordan. 


Badia centre agrees to host 
Mideast Node of U.N.U. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Hard 
MuM. the Secretary General 
of the Higher Council for 
Science and Technology 
(HCST), announced yester- 
day that the steering commit- 
tee of the Jordan Badia 
Research and Development 
Programme has principally 
agreed to host the Middle 
East Regional Node of the 
United Nations University, at 
the Safawi Centre. 

The HCST currently hosts 
the Inter-Islamic Water 
Information Unit, as part of 
its general policy of provid- 
ing consultancy services to 
Islamic, and other develop- 
ing countries. 

Dr. Mulki said the incorpo- 
ration of the Node within the 
activities of the HCST quali- 
fies the Safawi Centre to per- 
form a regional role by utilis- 
ing the UN. information net- 
work. 


The projects that have been 
already implemented are part 
of an ongoing process for the 
development of tbe region, 
in a mann er that serves the 
human element as well as tbe 
land and its resources, the 
HCST secretary general 

added 

Dr. Mulki emphasised the 
fact that research projects are 
not limited to any specific 
university or team of 
researchers, but rather serve 
as a continuous interaction 
between researchers and 
universities, such as tbe 
existing relationship between 
Jordanian universities and 
eight British counterparts. It 
is hoped that this interaction 
will be expanded in the peri- 
od 1996-2000. under the 
direct supervision of HCST, 
and a specialised Jordanian 
management team based id 
S afawi, Dr. Mulki said. 


Court postponed case on attack on French envoy 


ByRanaHnsseinl 

-Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The trial of two Jorda- 
nians involved in an attack on a 
French diplomat in WridF ’Mujib in ; 
Feb. 1995 and accused of sabotage, 
waspt^ponedby therms?. Securi- 
ty Court because of changes to tbe 
tribunal charged with tbe case. 

Newly-appointed Judge Yousef 
Faouri, who was named to the case 
when former presiding Judge Hafez 
Amin stepped down, set May 21, 
to continue hearing tbe case of tbe 
two suspects on charges of plotting 
to cany out extremist attacks, pos- 
sessing illegal arms and explosives, 
and manufacturing hand-made 


explosives. 

Salem Abdullah Jaradat and 
Ahmad Qassem, both 22, are cur- 
rently being tried at the Cr iminal 
Com on charges pf; shooting and- 
: wounding 1 French diplomat Gil 
Hein after a police cjhase-in-which-. 
.foe suspects^ exchanged fire with 
the patrolmen in Wadi Mujib. " *' 

Last week. Second lieutenant 
Mohammad Zouheiri, 28, of the 
Thiban Police Station in Madaba, 
told the court that he did not see the 
two suspects shooting at Mr. Hein 
or at tbe police patrol that was chas- 
ing them. 

New presiding Judge Abdul Rub- 
man Tawfiq informed the prosecu- 
tion and tbe defendant that tbe Pub- 


lic Security Department (PSD) Sat- 
urday informed tire court that the 
testimonies of Mr. Hein, 33, a for- 
mer second secretary at the French 
-Embassy,; and his wife Florence, 31 
will be indtided-lh prosecu- 
tion’s •file.-as both' wciiip,andr-wit4“ 
nfe&rure in France. ,.r« • . 

According to defence attorney 
Saleh Annouti, the French couple 
said in tbeir testimonies that the 
two suspects did not shoot at them 
or intend to hurt them. 

According to the prosecution, the 
suspects came across the French 
couple, who had stopped their car at 
a scenic spot in Wadi Mujib. The 
suspects tried to force the couple to 
get into the car and Mr. Hein strug- 


gled with the two men. 

A police patrol noticed the quarrel 
and canw to the rescue, said the 
prosecution charge sheet. Mr. Hein 
was shot in tbe ; chest and foot after 
ifice and tbe attackers exchanged 


Mr. ArmcnitT .told the Jordan 
Times Monday that the French con- 
pie dropped charges against the 
suspects. Recently, the Court of 
Cassation ordered to split tbe trial 
approving a request by the State 
Security prosecutor general to split 
the trial because attempted murder 
was not within his jurisdiction. 

The Criminal Court set May 15 to 
hear three other patrolmen involved 
in the chase. 


B YU Orchestra 
captivates audience 


By Nathan Morley 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Tbe Brigham 
Young University Chamber 
Orchestra made its perfor- 
mance at the Royal Cultur- 
al Centre in Amman a 
memorable one. 

The 45 member orchestra 
from Provo, Utah in tbe 
Western United States, 
began their performance 
with the Jordanian national 
anthem, followed by a 
medley of recent and clas- 
sical pieces from European 
and American composers. 

The group’s presentation 
of American composer 
AaroD Copland’s 

“Appalachian Spring,” was 
stirring and heartfelt, while 
“The Three Cornered Hat,” 
written by Spanish com- 
poser Manuel de Falla, was 
lively and festive. Samuel 
Barber’s “Adagio for 
Strings,” brought about a 
thoughtful, contemplative 
mood. 

The evening ended with 
an appreciative standing 
ovation and an encore num- 


ber. 

In addition to its perfor- 
mance at the Royal Cultur- 
al Centre, the Brigham 
Young University Chamber 
Orchestra played in local 
schools and conducted 
brief climes for interested 
students. 

The orchestra’s visit to 
Amman was sponsored by 
tbe National Music Conser- 
vatory and tbe Amman 
Marriott Hotel under the 
patronage of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Al Hussein, 
and is one of many stops on 
: rs 1996 tour of the Middle 
East. 

The group has played in 
Jerusalem, foe West Baltic. 
Israel, Jordan, and will 
complete its regional visit 
with several shows in 
Egypt “We have been so 
warmly received by the 
Jordanian people,” said Dr. 
Gyn Baras, tbe orchestra’s 
conductor. “Our stay in 
Amman has been a fantas- 
tic experience. We are hon- 
oured that we had the 
opportunity to perform 
here.” 


MUSICAL PLAY 

* Jor danian grand musical play “Meadows of Dreams" (on 
children’s rights) at Al Hassan Bin Talal Auditorium, Uni- 
versity of Jordan al 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

FILM 

* “Salvador Dali" (in Spanish with commentary in Arabic 
by Dr. Khalid Khreis) at Darat Al Funun, Jabal Weibdeh, 
at .6:00 pun. 

EXHIBITION 

•Products of Noor Al Hussein Foundation at the Royal 
Cultural Centre, until May 16. 


Municipality to start Mahatta 
camp development project 


AMMAN (Petra) — Amman Municipali- 
ty Monday announced the completion of 
demographic, social and technical plans 
for the development of Mahatta Palestine 
Refugee Camp and is preparing to carry 
out development work there. 

Deputy Mayor Falah Emoush said 
plans aim at providing the densely popu- 
lated camp with basic services which it 
still lacks for its growing population. 

This is one of several development 
schemes under way by Amman Munici- 
pality to develop what Mr. Emoush called 
the less fortunate districts of the capital 
and provide them with the essential ser- 
vices to turn them into healthier places 
and more convenient for their residents. 

The number residents of the Mahatta 
camp which stands on 84 dunums is esti- 
mated at 5,000, said Mr. Emoush. 

He said they do not own the land but 
were temporarily boused there after com- 
ing from other parts of the Kingdom or 
following their displacement from the 
West Bank, according to Mr. Emoush. 

He said tbe municipality has already 
opened a new road and improved foe 
condition of the inner roads to facilitate 
emergency vehicles such as fire engines 


and created open yards and children’s 
recreational zones within the camp's 
perimetre. 

Engineers working for the municipality 
bad suggested two options: demolishing 
foe entire camp and offering the residents 
plots of land owned by the municipality 
where they could build their own homes, 
or demolishing only dilapidated parts, 
restoring tbe rest of the homes and carry- 
ing out modernisation plans. 

The municipal council decided on foe 
second option. 

According to Mr. Emoush, the Mahatta 
Camp’s development project is also nec- 
essary to bring foe camp in harmony with 
its neighbouring areas which enjoy regu- 
lar services. 

He said that the municipality has cho- 
sen foe following less fortunate districts 
for development in addition to Mahatta 
Camp: Qaisieh, Wadi Abdoun. Wadi 
Haddadeh, Lawzieh, Mohammad Amin 
Camp, Abu Alia, Tafaileh District the 
slopes of Jabal Taj and Jabal Nuzha, Um 
Nowara, and Wadi Marbat 



UNDER THE PATRONAGE OF HER MAJESTY 
QUEEN NOOR AL-HUSSEIN 

Bani Hamida Spring Exhibition 

“VISIONS” 

j We offer a truly magnificent selection of new rugs in new colours, 
patterns and collections cannot be found anywhere else. 

Exhibition space-' Courtesy of Jerusalem Insurance Company, 
Shmeisani, Abdul-Hamid Sharaf Street, opposite Air France. 

Duration: Thursday, May 16th - Sunday, May 26th 
10:00 a.m. -9:00 p.m. 

Sponsored by: Al-Fanar Press 

Al-Fanar Photo Center 


Conferees call for efforts to protect 
water sources in MENA region 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Partici- 
pants in a regional seminar 
on “Tbe Role of Industry in 
foe Development and Con- 
servation of Water 
Resources in foe Arab 
Region — Challenges and 
Prospects” heard calls for 
increased efforts on tbe part 
of Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) countries 
to protect underground 
water from pollution, recy- 
cle treated water and con- 
trol foe use of pesticides 
and fertilisers. 

The calls were made by 
the Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) and the United 
Nations Industrial Develop- 
ment Organisation 

(UNIDO) which organised 
the meeting attended by 
Arab states and 
international organisations. 

In bis opening address 
RSS Vice President Said 
Ailousb noted that water is 
a scarce commodity in most 
of the MENA region, and 
the problem is particularly 
acute in Jordan, adding that 
without sufficient and 
appropriate quality of 
water, sustain able develop- 
ment is not possible. 

Warning that tite present 
water resources in Jorda"“' 
are -endangered because c£ 
industrial pollution and 
excessive pumping of 
underground water, Dc 
Alloush said Jordan is in 
need of more highly 
advanced wastewater treat- 
ment plants, a national sew- 
erage system, constant con- 
trol and monitoring of the 
pesticides and fertilisers 
used on the land and a clear 
policy on the various uses 
of water for different pur- 


poses. 

Perhaps the main chal- 
lenge to environmental 
engineers and scientists at 
the present time is the treat- 
ment and disposal of indus- 
trial and hazardous wastes, 
said Dl Alloush. 

He also said that fresh 
water resources are vnlner- 

‘As the demand for 
water continues to 
increase, more 
attention will he 
inevitably have to 
be diverted to 
demand manage- 
ment and to innova- 
tive technologies 
which could be 
employed for the 
augmentation of 
water supplies . 9 

able to several threats that 
can diminish their value, 
and some are subject to 
depletion, deterioration and 
negati ve changes in water 
quafity foie] to agricultural 
activities arid overpiimping . 
and. industrial pollution. 

UNIDO representative 
Morteza Abtahi noted in 
his speech that “the new 
momentum of the peace 
process in the Middle East 
signals the beginning of 
recovery and growth for the 
nations of the region and 
opens the door for intensi- 
fied business activity and 
greater regional coopera- 
tion.” 

He also noted that “the 


drive into foe new era will 
be spearheaded by both tbe 
industrial and private sec- 
tors of these countries as 
they grasp the opportunity 
of an improving environ- 
ment to consolidate, grow 
and prosper.” 

According to the UNIDO 
representative, privatisa- 
tion, competitiveness, job 
creation and environmental 
protection and pollution 
control constitute tbe main 
challenges for these coun- 
tries in the new era. 

But he said that foe last in 
tbe list perhaps poses the 
most significant challenge 
because pollution to water 
resources through industry 
and other factors impedes 
development noting that 
UNIDO has launched 
large-scale projects in the 
MENA region to help pro- 
tect water from pollution. 

“As the demand for water 
continues to increase, more 
attention will be inevitably 
have to be diverted to 
demand management and 
to innovative technologies 
which could be employed 
for foe augmentation of 
water supplies. Industry 
will play a vital role in this 
regard,” said Abtahi. 

Tbe three -day workshop 
aims to reassess the current 
status of the region’s water 
resources in relation to 
growing demand and iden- 
tify priority issues, review 
current approaches viewed 
worldwide on the use, 
development and manage- 
ment of water resources 
and also to define the role 
of industry in the develop- 
ment and conservation of 
water resources. 



®ic 3trab assurers 


Announces tbe starting of its insurance operations in the Jordanian 
market for foe following insurances : 

Marine, Hie, Motor, Engineering , Aviation, Personal & General accidents. 

Wherever you are we care for you. 

Great capability with high speed performance. 

■ ■ b 


TeL- (962-6) 700800 / 701770 1 701880 / 701990 Far: (982-6) 606033 F.OJok 926269 Amman 11110 Jordan 
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India’s ‘third front’ rules 
out coalition with Congress 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — An alliance of centrist and leftist 
Indian panics Monday ruled out participation in a coalition 
government with the Congress (I) Party of outgoing Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasimhu Rao. 

The decision was announced separately by the centrist 
Janata Dal t People’s Party) and the Communist Party of 
lndia-Marxist (CPI-M). the two main components of the 
alliance known as the National Front-Left Front (NF-LFl. 

In a statement, the CPI-M said it was ready to support a 
government that did not include the Congress or the Hindu 
nationalist Bharariya Janata Party (BJP. Indian People’s 
Party) but would not be a member of a coalition. 

Pntkash Karat, a politburo member of the CPI-M, said the 
party had passed a resolution at a marathon meeting of its 
central committee here Monday supporting the formation 
of a "non-Congrcss. non-BJP government.” 

“AH efforts to create such a government are on.” he said. 
“We will extend all support to such a government from out- 
side.” 

The Congress Party, ousted from power in general elec- 
tions. had said Sunday that it would support the Nf-Lf or 
join a coalition with it in a bid to thwart the BJP front com- 
ing to power. 

Prime Minister Rao had been in touch with leaders of the 
alliance to explore the possibility of forming a coalition. 

Janata Dal spokesman S. Jaipal Reddy said the party lead- 
ership Iud decided that any coalition government should 
comprise only components of the Nf-Lf and exclude the 
Congress. 

He said formal consultations with the Congress Party to 
strike a deal for its support for a Nf-Lf government would 
begin after consultations between leaders of die alliance. 

Mr. Reddy said the the NF-LF was confident of being able 
to arrive at a consensus choice for its leader, saying “there 
is no dearth of talent but only excess of it in our group-’' 

Both the BJP and NF-LF said Monday they would attract 
enough support to cobble together a majority' in the hung 
parliament which emerged from inconclusive general elec- 
tions. 

But neither has shown the arithmetic which would prove 
a viable majority, although they were lobbying hard 
Monday. 

President Shankar Dayal Sharma. whose duties are large- 
ly ceremonial, has the task of appointing the prime minis- 
ter. 

He said Saturday he would wait until the latest ballots 
were counted. Tire Election Commission said it would noti- 
fy Mr. Sharma of the results once counting was over, prob- 
ably cither Monday or Tuesday. 

The constitution provides Mr. Sharma no dear guidelines 
for his choice. Some experts said he should call BJP leader 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, as his party won the largest number 


of seals. 

Others said Mr. Sharma. a legal expert, should ask the 
BJP and NF-LF to prove on paper how many votes they 
could command in the 545-member lower bouse. 

Congress and NF-LF officials said they expected Mr. 
Sharma to appoint a new prime minister Tuesday or 
Wednesday. 

With 533 results declared, the BJP and its allies had 187 
seats, ahead of Congress with 13S and the NF-LF with 116. 

Regional parties, small groups and independents con- 
trolled 92 seats, giving them the critical bargaining lever. 

The BJP lost a crucial bloc of seats Monday when the 
regional DMK party, based in the southern state of Tamil 
Nadu and winner of 17 seats, said it would not support it 

But DMK leader M. Karunanidhi, who fell out with the 
Nf-Lf’s Janata Dal several years ago. refused to pledge his 
support to rhe left-wing coalition. 

Bitter adversaries during general elections, the defeated 
Congress and the NF-LF edged inexorably towards each 
other. The political magnet was their shared opposition to 
the BJP's promotion of Hindu values, which they call anti- 
Muslim. 

But Congress and the NF-LF had yet to iron out ideolog- 
ical differences, including whether caretaker Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao's open-market economic poli- 
cies would be pursued. 

Communist leader Jyoti Basu. 8 1 . long-time chief minis- 
ter of West Bengal state, was expected to emerge as the NF- 
LF' s compromise prime ministerial candidate. His 
Communist Pony of lndia-Marxist (CPM) was meeting to 
decide strategy. 

Mr. Basu's assets, according to Congress spokesman 
Vithal Gadgil. include experience in managing coalitions in 
his state and a clean reputation. 

Mr. Gadgil told Reuters he expected his party, which suf- 
fered an unprecedented defeat in the polls, to support the 
NF-LF without joining its government. 

He said Congress, which unanimously re-elected Mr. Rao 
as its parliamentary' party chief Sunday, would demand the 
left-wing coalition support economic liberalisation. 

But a member of the Communist Party of lndia-Marxist 
(CPM) politburo. Sita Ram Yechury, said the NF-LF would 
accept no conditions. ‘’Congress has to support us uncondi- 
tionally." he told Reuters before a meeting of CPM leaders 
Monday. 

The BJP belittled attempts by its rivals to convince Mr. 
Sharma to ignore custom and refrain from asking the largest 
party in parliament to govern the country. 

“We are the single largest party. We are confident that the 
president will turn to the single largest party.” senior BJP 
leader Jaswant Singh told Reuters. 


Vietnam appeals for humanitarian 
treatment in Hong Kong camps 


HANOI (AFP) — Vietnam appealled 
Monday for boatpeople in Hong Kong to be 
treated in an humanitarian way after violent 
el twin's and amass break-out from a camp 
for boat people there. 

The Foreign Ministry issued a routine 
reply to questions on violence that has 
struck camps across the region. 

“While waiting for repatriation, 
Vietnamese should be treated in a humani- 
tarian manner and their dignity should be 
respected." a spokesman said. 

Scores of people were injured and build- 
ings set alight w hen more than 100 inmares 
oi the Whitehead Camp in Hong Kong 
escaped Saturday. Two days of violent 
protests against forced repatriation left con- 
siderable damage. 

Police tired hundreds of rounds of tear 
gas (o quell protests in which buildings 
holding official records were burned down 
in wh.it Hong Kong authorities said was an 
attempt to hinder repatriations. 

In Hong Kong, independent monirors of 
the camp violence criticised the use of 
heavy use of tear gas. 

“Once the initial salvos were fired, there 
should have been a pause period to warn 


people that tear gas will be continued if the 
situation does not improve,” monitors from 
Oxfam and : Medians. Sans Frontiers 
(MSF) and other groups, said in their 
report. ’ , 

The MSF delegate, Nadine De Lamotte. 
voiced concern at “the large scale use of 
tear gas on vulnerable people in the deten- 
tion camp, especially its effects on the 
health of women and children and the 
resulting psychological trauma”. 

Chairman of Hong Kong's Prison 
Officers Association Steven Wong said offi- 
cers were unprepared for the magnitude of 
the riot and breakout. 

“In such violent situations I think the gov- 
ernment should give a lot more manpower 
and resources to our department.” 

The Hong Kong government has said it 
will speed up the repatriation of the 18,000 
Vietnamese in camps. The majority have 
been refused refugee status. 

The Vietnamese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said Hanoi would cooperate 
with the United Nations and governments 
around the region to resolve the boatpeople 
problem. 


More than 600 local residents living nearby demonstrate outside Hong Kong’s 
Whitehead Vietnamese boatpeople camp against last Friday’s violence and mass 
breakout of boatpeople inside the camp. The riot was one of the worst in the colony’s 
penal insititions in years (Reuter photo) 


Clinton 
aides put 
pressure on 
IRA to 
renew truce 

LONDON (R) — Senior 
aides of U.S. President Bill 
Clinton urged the IRA 
Monday to renew its cease- 
fire as Dublin indicated the 
guerrillas might be about to 
declare a new truce in their 
fight against British rule in 
Northern Ireland. 

One Clinton adviser said 
the president was willing to 
act as an “honest broker” if 
the Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) stopped the vio- 
lence. 

“The Clinton White 
House is committed to sta- 
ying actively involved in 
the peace process and is 
basically guaranteeing to 
be an honest broker in the 
process if the IRA will 
once again call a cease- 
fire” Peter King, an advis- 
er to Mr. Clinton on Nor- 
thern Ireland, told London 
News Radio. 

Senator Christopher 
Dodd, chairman of the U.S. 
Democratic Party and head 
of Mr. Clinton’s re-election 
campaign, told BBC Radio 
that Gerry Adams, leader 
of the IRA's political wing. 
Sinn Fein, should not be 
allowed into the U.S. until 
peace is restored. 

“Until this ceasefire is 
resumed I would strongly 
urge the president not to be 
extending visas to Gerry 
Adams.” Sen. Dodd said in 
a BBC Radio interview. 

In Brussels. Irish Foreign 
Minister Dick Spring told 
reporters: “All the indica- 
tions are the Irish process 
(is) heading for another 
ceasefire." 

Leading Irish Republican 
Martin McGuinness said 
Sunday the IRA was “open 
to persuasion” on renewing 
its truce. 

Mr. Spring, in Brussels 
for a meeting of European 
Union foreign ministers, 
said he was pleased with 
the renewed interest shown 
by the United States in the 
peace process. 

Asked whether Washing- 
ton should grant visas to 
Mr. Adams, he said that 
was a matter for the U.S. 
administration. 

The ERA which wants to 
end British rule in Northern 
Ireland, broke a 17-month 
ceasefire in February. 


A Taiwanese survivor of a Mount Everest blizzard, Ming-Ho Gaia, is pulled from a 
Nepalese Army helicopter alter being rescued from Everest’s 6,400 metre-high base 
camp (Reuter photo) 

Nepali helicopter rescues U.S., 
Taiwan climbers from Everest 

KATHMANDU (R) — A 
Nepali army helicopter res- 
cued an American and a 
Taiwanese climber, both 
seriously frostbitten, from 
Mount Everest Monday, 
rescue officials said. 

“There was no place for 
us to land but somehow, we 
managed and picked up the 
climbers.” said Lieutenant 
Colonel Madan K.C., the 
pilot of the army helicopter 
that flew the mountaineers 
to Kathmandu, capital of 
the Himlayan Kingdom of 
Nepal. 

Rescue officials said 
American Seaborn Beck 
Weathers and Taiwan’s 
Ming-Ho Gau were rescued 
from an altitude of 19,100 
feet (5,822 metres) Monday 
morning after a weekend 
blizzard struck the world's 
highest peak. 

Mr. Weathers, a 49-year- 
old pathologist from Dallas, 
was reported missing while 
returning after he scaled the 
8,848-metre (29,028-ft) 

peak Friday. 

The American, climbing 
with a New Zealand expedi- 
tion, almost managed to 
reach a lower camp Sunday. 

“He was lying on the 
snow when we picked him 
up from just above Camp 
1.” Col. Madan K.C. Told 
Reuters. 

Mr. Gau, a 47-year-old 
photographer from Taipei 
who led a five-member ex- 
pedition, also scaled the 
summit Friday. 

Both climbers were 
rushed from the airport to a 
private nursing home, 
whose officials declined to 
comment on their condi- 


A Mount Everest blizzard survivor from the United 
States, Seaborn Beck Weathers from Dallas, talks to 
journalists after being rescued from Everest's 6,400 
metre-high base camp. Climbers from New Zealand, 
Australia, the United States and South Africa have sur- 
vived some of the area’s most extreme weather in 
decades, while a Japanese climber and others have died 
recently in the extreme conditions (Renter photo) 


uons. 

But rescuers said they 
were both in critical condi- 
tion. 

"He has serious frost bite 
on his arms, face and feet,” 
Col. Madan K.C. said of 
Mr. Weathers. “It is very 
terrible.” 

The climber could not 
walk and was carried on a 


stretcher, witnesses said. 

Col. Madan K.C. said 
other mountaineers were 
dragging Mr. Gau to safety 
when the rescue team 
arrived. He said there were 
about 50 climbers on the 
mountain. 

“They are in good shape 
and were waving at us when 
the helicopter went.” he 
said. 

Nepali officials said Mon- 
day rescue workers were 
searching for survivors in 
rural Nepal after a weekend 
hurricane killed more than 
20 people and uprooted 
trees and telephone cables. 


“1 had never ever seen 
such a big hurricane in 40 
years of my life.” said Bi- 
nod Khanal, an official in 
the eastern town of Jhapa. 
where 1 5 people were 
killed. 

The state-run RSS news 
agency said 24 people had 
been killed and 19 injured 
in the storm. Officials said 
they expected the toll to rise 
when communication links 
with remote villages were 
restored. 

“In some cases, roofs of 
houses were blown as far 
away as 500 metres.” a 
Jhapa resident told Reuters. 


Conservatives win control in 
French Polynesia elections 


PAPEETE, French Polynesia (R) — Allies 
of President Jacques Chirac gained control 
of French Polynesia's territorial assembly 
but separatists also made strong election 
gains, officials said Monday. 

Near-final results of Sunday’s ballot 
announced by the government showed the 
party of Mr. Chirac's right-wing ally Gas- 
ton Flosse won 22 of the assembly's 41 
seats despite France's six recent nuclear 
tests in the archipelago. 

Mr. Flosse’s Tahoeraa Huiraatira party 
held 28 seats in the outgoing assembly, 
which runs the islands' day-to-day affairs. 

Oscar Temani 's pro-independcnce party, 
Tavini Huiraatira, which led protests 
against the nuclear tests, also picked up 
strength, boosting its seats from six to 10. 

The nine other seats went to minor parries 
favouring continued links with France 
which is to give die islands a 10-year aid 
programme following the end of nuclear 
tests. 

The voters were scattered over 130 tropi- 
cal islands and coral atolls, part of what the 
late General Charles De Gaulle nostalgical- 
ly called “the last specks of dust of our 
empire". 

Some went to the polling booths bv 
canoe. 

The elections went off without incident 
and more than 60 per cent of voters had cast 
their ballots before the polls dosed at 6 
p.rn. Sunday (0400 GMT Monday). 

Mr. Chirac’s programme of six nuclear 
tests at the Mururoa and Fangataufa atolls, 
which ended in January, caused outrage 


around the world. 

French Polynesian political leaders said 
the tests did not play a decisive role in the 
election campaign though anti-nuclear, pro- 
independence riots after the first of the six 
blasts on Sept. 6 probably alienated moder- 
ates from Mr. Temani. 

The cost of riot damage, including a 
wrecked airport, was more than 200 million 
francs ($40 million). 

Mr. Temani won four seats in the last 
assembly elections in 1991 and picked up 
another two seats through defections. 

Election debate this time centred on how 
to best spend a 10-year aid package granted 
by Paris to make up for a shortfall in the 
military’s nuclear spending worth an annu- 
al 990 million francs (SI 94 million). 

The funds are intended to help the islands 
shift to a post-atomic era of tourism, fishin® 
and farming. * 

„ Mr. Flosse, 64. who refers to Chirac as 
ray brother’ and has pledged to keen 
Polynesia “in the heart of the French 
RjubUc", has also won greater autonomy 
for the islands, helping to counter the pro- 
independence argument. K 

On the question of independence, the new 
assembly is expected to have at least 30 
votes in support of continued strong ties 
with mainland France. s 

French Polynesia’s industries include 
tounsm. pearl farming and flower ™ 
but the islands suffer high unempIoySm 

and have few natural resources. 


Villagers pee 
outdoors to save 
lake life 

STOCKHOLM 
villagers of Stigtomta, 
southern Sweden, an- 
swered the call of namre 
wherever the fancy took 
them Sunday, staging pee 
outdoors day in a symbolic 

environmental protest ac- 
tion. The Swedish News 
Agency (TO reported that 
some 2.000 men, women 
and children — including 
die village priest — joined 
in the mass public urination 
to draw attention to the 
dying ecosystem of their 
lake. A local environmental 
group. Save The Hallbo 
Lake, says fish and plant 
life in the lake are being 
wiped out by nitrogen 
pumped into it from a 
sewage treatment works. 
The state of the ecosystem 
in and around Stigtomta 
Sunday was not known. 

Rats in space 
have normal 
pregnancies 

WASHINGTON (R> — I" 
a finding that may hold out 
hope for future human 
colonies in space, pregnant 
rats aboard die space shut- 
tle deliver normal-sized 
“babies” when they return 
to earth, scientists said. 
While far from establishing 
that normal human preg- 
nancies can be carried out 
in space, the experiment 
did show that rat pregnancy 
can be maintained in zero 
gravity. The rats were a- 
lready pregnant when they 
travelled into space. The 
results of the study by 
researchers at Cincinnati 
Children's Hospital Medi- 
cal Centre were presented 
at the American Pediatric 
Society meeting in Wa- 
shington. Dr. Steven 
Hoath. a member of the 
research team that focused 
on skin growth in the rat 
babies, said the findings 
were the opposite of what 
he had expected. “We 
found that the foetuses 
from the animals who spent 
half their pregnancy in 
space grew faster” than the 
earthbound control rats, he 
said in a telephone inter- 
view. There were also 
fewer foetal deaths or mis- 
carriages than he expected. 
Astronauts in space are 
known to lose calcium, and 
Dr. Hoath believes that the 
same thing happened to the 
mother rats — except that 
the calcium ended up going 
into the foetuses and mak- 
ing them stronger. “We 
know that a foetus is a very 
effective parasite,” said Dr. 
Hoaih. who hopes to study 
skin growth on human 
astronauts. He likened skin 
to a naturaJ “biological 
spacesuit.” Human space 
pregnancy, however, is off 
limits for study for the time 
being. “The last thing a 
female astronaut has to 
do.” he said, “is take a 
pregnancy test.” 

Germany makes 
rape within 
marriage a crime 

BONN (R) — Germany 
has made it a crime to com- 
mit rape within marriage 
after years of debating the 
issue. Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl’s coalition pushed a 
bill through the the lower 
house, the Bundestag, to 
outlaw rape of a wife by a 
husband. There were 318 
votes in favour, 306 against 
and two abstentions. The 
bill won all-party support 
m principle. All parties 
agreed that it was wrong to 
view rape within marriage 
as just a case of a man tak- 
ing what was his by right. 
But opposition Social De- 
mocrats and the environ- 
mental Greens criticised 
the final draft because it 
provided for charges 
against a husband to be 
dropped if his wife 
changed her testimony. 
Claudia Nolte, the minister 
L r , ara ^>' affairs, defended 
the law. Ms. Nolte said the 
wife would be have to 
withdraw her testimony in 
person before a state prose- 
cutor and that even if she 
was not under any apparent 
pressure the prosecutor 
would make the final deci- 
sion. The prosecutor’s 
decision would take into 
consideration whether the 
husband had a history of 
violence, Ms. Nolte said 
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Airboats carry federal investigators looking for evidence near the crash site of Valojet Flight 592 in the Everglades. 
The site of the May II crash Is only accessible by airboat or helicopter. No survivors have been found (Reuter 
photo) 

DC-9 wreckage, passengers buried in Florida Everglades 


MIAMI (R) — The swampland of the Florida Everglades 
stubbornly refused to give up its secrets about the fatal 
flight of a Valujet DC-9, forcing searchers to use high-tech 
equipment Monday to locate wreckage entombed in thick 
mud. 

Federal aviadon officials, who have investigated fatal 
crashes on steep moun tains and in winter snowstorms, said 
the site where all 109 passengers and crew perished pre- 
sented them with the most difficult search conditions ever. 

On Sunday evening, the first human remains were recov- 
ered by teams using airboats. Miami’s WSVN-TV station 
reported. Witnesses at the scene told Reuters they saw body 
bags loaded into vans bound for the county morgue, but a 
spokeswoman for the medical examiner said she could not 
confirm the report 

The DC-9 jet shattered on impact when it slammed into 
the Everglades nose-first Saturday afternoon. Thick muck 
as deep as 30 feet (9.144 metres) sucked in much of the 
wreckage, and razor-sharp sawgrass covered part of the 
area. 

Federal officials said they would launch an intense scruti- 
ny of Valujet’s safety and maintenance practices. Federal 
Aviation Administration inspectors will ride in Valujet 
cockpits, check aircraft and audirthe carrier’s quality con- 
trol programme during the next 30 days. 

Valujet, founded in late 1993 as a low-priced carrier, has 
drawn criticism for growing too rapidly. The airline’s pres- 
ident. Lewis Jordan has adamantly denied Valujet’s expan- 
sion has bee o at the expense oif safety. ' 

The National Transportation Safety Board' (NTSB) said 
late Sunday it had called in navy sonar experts to use high- 
tech equipment to find the jet’s flight data recorder. 


The jet’s two engines and small pieces of debris were 
recovered from the alligator-infested waters about 15 miles 
(24 kilometres) northwest of Miami. 

Divers were sent into the murky, fuel-soaked water for 
15-minute shifts Sunday, using their hands to feel for any 
debris. Small teams of searchers climbed out of their air- 
boats and held hands as they carefully stepped through the 
swamp land looking for human re mains . 

“This is the most difficult scene that they have ever 
encountered for the recovery of the aircraft,*' said Robert 
Francis, NTSB vice chairman. “It is very, very tough to fig- 
ure out how we’re going to get the aircraft out of the 
swamp.” 

Transportation Secretary Federico Pena said he met with 
the victims’ relatives, some of whom wanted to visit the 
muddy, remote place where the plane crashed. 

“It is still a very dangerous site. It is difficult to reach, but 
I very much understand the need of family members to go 
out there.” Mr. Pena said. 

Lamar Oliver, the 12-year-old son of passenger 
Wiihelmina Oliver, said his mother was en route to Atlanta 
to see another son graduate. “We are very sad. We are 
angry,” the boy told reporters, his voice shaking with emo- 
tion. “My mom was a nice person. We loved her very 
much.” 

Federal officials said it was far too soon to suggest a pos- 
sible cause of the crash, but said the pilot told the air traffic 
control tower that smoke had filled the cabin and the cock- 
pit before the crash. 

The pilot, -Capt, Candalyn Kubeck. had nearly 9.000 
hours of total flying experience. She was married to anoth- 
er pilot, who flies for America West Airline. 


U.S., Japan and South Korea agree 
to hold out for inter-Korean talks 


SEOUL (AFP) — The United States, Japan 
and South Korea Monday agreed to avoid 
any hasty improvement in relations with 
North Korea until die Communist nation 
agrees on talks to secure a lasting peace, 
officials said. 

“But there was agreement on the need for 
humanitarian assistance to North Korea 
along with diplomatic efforts to induce the 
North to agree to the (peace) proposal," a 
South Korean Foreign Ministry official told 
AFP. 

The agreement came during a two-day 
consultative meeting between Washington, 
Seoul and Tokyo, begun Monday on the 
southern island of Cheju, he said. 

The meeting was led by U.S. Assistant 
Secretary of State Winston Lord, Japanese 
Deputy Foreign Minister Yanai Shunji and 
South Korean Deputy Foreign Minister 
Chung Tae-Ik. 

The U.S. side was optimistic about North 
Korea’s response to the proposal for four- 
way talks made last month by U.S. and 
South Korean leaders, saying all signs so 
far have been “so encouraging,” the official 
said. 

The new peace overture calls for the two 
Koreas to discuss a permament peace 
regime on the Korean peninsula, which has 
been divided under a fragile 1953 armistice, 
with Washington and Beijing playing sup- 
porting roles. 

So far. the North has neither agreed or 
refused, saying only that it is studying the 
overture. 

’The U.S. side agreed a cautious 
approach is needed in handling the North 
before it accepts the proposal.” the official 
said. 

Specific incentive or appeasement mea- 
sures. such as further U.S. steps to ease eco- 
nomic sanctions on Pyongyang, were not 


discussed Monday, he said, adding that 
Japan bad promised to slow its push for rap- 
prochement with Pyongyang. 

“Carrots would only provoke the North.” 
another ministry official in Cheju told 
South Korean reporters. 

"Easing economic sanctions, providing 
additional rice, economic aid to the North 
and other issues can be discussed once the 
North comes forward to accept the four- 
party meeting,” he said. 

The three sides also agreed that North 
Korea’s leadership headed by Kim Jong-H 
is stable despite “signs of greater military 
influence,” he said. 

Earlier triangular consultations in Hawaii 
in January paved the way for Washington to 
go ahead with negotiations with North 
Korea on its controversial missile sales and 
the remains of American soldiers killed in 
the Korean War. 

U.S. officials have also been privately 
discussing easing economic sanctions on 
North Korea. But State Department 
spokesman Nicholas Burns said last week 
Washington would not seek an early deci- 
sion. 

“We will not take any steps to do so right 
now. I think we need to certainly have fur- 
ther talks and see father improvement in the 
relationship before that can happen,” Mr. 
Bums said. 

South Korea has been under pressure to 
make appeasement gestures, including rice 
aid, to the economically embattled North. 

Inter-Korean rice talks broke down last 
September after South Korea completed the 
delivery of 150,000 tonnes of rice to ease 
the North’s food crisis. 

Two requests in March by the North to 
restart the rice talks were rejected out of 
hand by Seoul. _ 


Khan’s party to wait for Pakistani 
elections to tackle political system 
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KARACHI (AFP) — Cricketer-tumed- 
politician Imran Khan said here Monday 
that his party aims to reshape Pakistan’s 
political system but only through legitimate 
parliamentary channels. 

Addressing the Karachi Bar Association, 
he said his three-week-old Tehreek-I-Insaf 
(Movement For Justice) wanted to end cor- 
ruption and develop a leadership with a liv- 
ing standard similar to that of most Pa- 
kistanis. 

The movement was preparing for general 
elections to be held when the current Natio- 
nal Assembly expires in 1998, he said. 
“Holding of mid-term election does not suit 


us. 


Main opposition leader and former 
Premier Nawaz Sharif has been pressing for 
early polls in the country. 

Mr. Khan, who last week told reporters 
his party would sweep elections, said: “We 
would come into the assembly after con- 
testing elections.” Then, with a clear major- 
ity in the parliament, the party would work 
to change the whole system, ensuring jus- 
tice in all spheres of life, he said. 

Mr. Khan. 43, said that he was never 
interested in politics but that the dire situa- 
tion in the country created by the current 
crop of politicians left him no choice. 


Jospin 
accuses 
Chirac of 
‘trickery, 
failure’ 

PARIS (R) — Opposition 
Socialist leader Lionel Jos- 
pin accused French Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac Sun- 
day of “trickery and fail- 
ure” in his first year in 
office. 

He also vowed to try to 
halt European Union dere- 
gulation of public services 
like telecommunications 
and do more to create jobs 
if his party won the next 
legislative elections in 
1998. 

Mr. Jospin, defeated by 
conservative Chirac in the 
presidential run-off on 
May 7. 1955, told TF1 te- 
levision that die president’s 
actions in his first of seven 
years could be summed up 
in two words as “trickery 
and failure.” 

He said trickery lay in 
the gulf between Mr. Chi- 
rac’s promises of jobs and 
actual policies of austerity 
cuts. The failure was that 
unemployment had risen 
and taxes had increased. 

Mr. Jospin, whose party 
was routed in 1993 in the 
last legislative elections, 
said the Socialists would 
be ready to govern if elect- 
ed in 1998. 

He said a Socialist gov- 
ernment would seek to 
slam the brakes on EU po- 
licies of opening up public 
services such as telecom- 
munications and electricity 
markets to competition, 
saying they were helping 
the EU’s U.S. competitors. 

“By building this Euro- 
pean market, we’re offer- 
ing it to U.S. companies. 
We must pursue policies 
for growth, common in- 
dustry and arms policies... 
so that Europe can exist 
and defend itself on the 
international scene,” he 
said. 


Yeltsin gets boost in polls 
ahead of presidential election 


MOSCOW (R) — Three new opinion polls suggested that 
President Boris Yeltsin was now slightly ahead of 
Communist challenger Gennady Zyuganov in the race to 
become Russia's next president 

The three surveys released Sunday, five weeks before the 
June 16 election, gave Mr. Yeltsin learte over Mr. 
Zyuganvov ranging from 03 percentage points to four per- 
centage points. 

A though such polls are mistrusted in Russia and others 
last week put Mr. Zyuganov ahead, the findings confirmed 
a trend showing Mr. Yeltsin making up ground in the Iasi 
two months and indicated that he could win a second-round 
nm-off against the Communist 

The results should encourage toe 65-year-old Kremlin 
leader as be tries to unite other “democratic” presidential 
candidates in an anti -Communist aTlianr**. 

His efforts face major hurdles. Liberal candidate Grigory 
Yavlinsky said it would be hard to reach agreement with 
Mr. Yeltsin and centrist Alexander Lebed ruled out joining 
such a alliance altogether. 

“Unfortunately 1 cannot join this coalition for the simple 
reason that I do not think the existing government is any 
better than toe Communists,” Lebed, a farmer army gener- 
al, told toe Izvestia newspaper. 

Mr. Yavlinsky gave a cold reception to Mr. Yeltsin’s sug- 
gestion during a weekend campaign trip that they were 
uniting. The liberal economist said Mr. Yeltsin bad “no 
basis for making statements of that sort” 

The new opinion polls also offered some comfort to 
Yeltsin aides who showed signs of increasing nervousness 
last week. One even suggested he favoured postponing the 
election. 

The Vtsiom Research Group, in a survey of 1,600 people, 
said 28 per cent of respondents who planned to vote would 
opt for Mr. Yeltsin and 27 per cent for Mr. Zyuganov. 


The Ramir Agency, pan of the Gallup Group, gave 29 per 
cent of toe vote to Mr. Yeltsin and 25 per cent to Mr. 
Zyuganov. The third poll, conducted by the Public Opinion 
Foundation, gave Mr. Yeltsin 25 per cent support and Mr. 
Zyuganov 24.5 per cent 

In projected second round voting, Vtsiom put Mr. 
Yeltsin’s support at 37 per cent to Mr. Zyuganov’s 31 per 
cent. Ramir gave Mr. Yeltsin 41 per cent to Mr. Zyuganov's 
33 per cent and the Public Opinion Foundation gave Mr. 
Yeltsin 39.2 per cent to Mr. Zyuganov’s 3 1.7. 

The television presenters who announced the figures said 
they should be treated with caution. 

“The results of public opinion polls, particularly in our 
country, are always more favourable for toe current author- 
ities,” said Nikolai Svanidze, a presenter and commentator 
for Russian State Television (RTR). 

Alexander Gerasimov, a commentator for the indepen- 
dent NTV channel, said: “Yeltsin's lead is purely symbol- 
ic.” 

Mr. Yeltsin played an election gambit at the weekend by 
confirming that he planned to visit Chechenya this month 
to try to end 17 months of fighting over the southern 
region’s drive for independence. 

He has identified toe conflict, which has killed more than 
30,000 people, as an obstacle to his re-election on June 16. 

Tensions remain high in Chechenya, where the Russian 
forces sent in by Mr. Yeltsin in December 1994, still face 
problems from the outnumbered and outgunned rebels. 
Most rebels are now based in southern mountains but often 
stage raids in the lowlands. 

One Russian serviceman was killed and four Were 
wounded when rebels ambushed a column of troops in the 
capital Grozny Sunday and three more were hurt when a 
Russian armoured vechicle hit a mine in the city. 


Russians claim 30 Chechen separatists killed 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Russian 
forces in Chechenya said Monday they 
had killed 30 separatist guerrillas in 
the mountainous south of the rebel 
Caucasus republic, while admitting to 
three dead and several wounded 
among their own troops. 

An army command spokesman in 
the Chechen capital Grozny said that 
the group of fighters had been wiped 
out south of toe southern mountain 
centre of Shatoi, ITAR-TASS news 
agency said. 

There was no independent confirma- 
tion of what would be an unusually 
large number of Chechens — who 
have been banting Russian forces 
since December 1994 — to die in one 
clash. Russian officials regularly give 
inaccurate casualty tolls. 

Interfax News Agency quoted 
unnamed sources as saying that three 
Russian soldiers' were killed and six 
were wounded in fighting around the 
southern town of Unis Martan. 

Another two soldiers were wounded 
in a rebel attack in toe southern moun- 
tain village of Kharsenoi and another 
two by a landmine in toe southwest of 
the tiny republic, Interfax said. 

Echo Moscow radio reported that 
about 4,000 people were holding a 
demonstration in Urns Martan, where 
civilians have been taigetted in three 
Russian air raids in toe last week. It 
was unclear what the demonsrators 
were demanding. 

The local, pro-Russian administra- 
tion said it would institute house-to- 
house checks to persuade the Russians 
that the town is not sheltering rebel 
fighters. 

In Grozny, which is controlled by 
Russian troops, but constantly infil- 


trated by rebel commandos, heavy 
firelights broke out in several neigh- 
bourhoods overnight, Interfax quoted 
military officials as saying. 

The continued fighting comes ahead 
of a possible visit this week by 
President Boris Yeltsin, who is seeking 
re-election on June 16 and has repeat- 
edly told voters that the war in Che- 
chnya is over. 

Me Yeltsin said he wants to launch 
negotiations between Moscow, toe 
local Russian-installed Chechen gov- 
ernment and the separatist government 
during bis visit. 

But toe rebels have rejected any 
talks involving toe local Russian 
authorities,- saying they head an inde- 
pendent state and can only negotiate 
directly with Moscow. 

Late Sunday, rebel commander 
Shamil Basayev said that he would not 
sit down at a -negotiating table with 
President Yeltsin, calling Mr. Yeltsin's 
offer of negotiations an election pub- 
licity stunt. Radio Russia, monitored 
by toe BBC in London, reported. 

Chechen commanders say that nego- 
tiations can only be carried out by toe 
separatist president. Zelimkhan Yan- 
darbiyev, who took over late last 
month after toe first rebel checben 
president, Dzhokhar Dudayev, was 
killed in a Russian rocket attack. 

TASS said about 700 Russian troops 
were conducting an operation early 
Monday to sweep rebels out from the 
Staropromyslov district of Grozny. 

The level of violence highlighted the 
problems lacing Russian troops in 
Chechenya despite tighter security 
before Mr. Yeltsin’s planned visit 

The president clearly hoping a 
morale-boosting trip to Russian troops 


in the region will help his campaign 
for re-election in the June 16 poll, sug- 
gested his security advisers were 
against him making the potentially 
hazardous trip. 

“I will go to Chechenya myself...to 
sit everybody around the' negotiating 
table,” he told voters in the Volga town 
of Astrakhan. “It is dangerous to go 
there and my security service is 
against it but nobody else will sit them 
down around toe negotiating table. 1 
will do it-” 

He did not give a firm date for his 
trip. It seemed probable, given the 
level of violence in Chechenya, that 
his trip there will be kept secret until it 
is over. 

Mr. Yeltsin says progress in ending a 
conflict that has killed more than 
30,000 people is vital to his campaign. 
It could also help him- gain the support 
of the liberal camp in his bid to stop 
toe challenge from powerful Commu- 
nist rival, Gennady Zyuganov. 

Interfax, listing incidents across the 
territory, said Chechen fighters at- 
tacked a Russian army unit near the 
southern locality of Kharsenoy, woun- 
ding two servicemen. 

Separatists also ambushed a Russian 
unit seven kilometres from Kharsenoy, 
although preliminary information sug- 
gested no one on the Russian side was 
hurt. 

Two Russian soldiers were wounded 
when a mine blew up their column just 
southwest of the village of Verkhatoy. 
Guerrillas had also staged attacks on 
Chechen police posts in Gudennes and 
Aksai, Interfax said. 

“There were casualties on both 
sides,” a Russian military source was 
quoted as saying. 


EU foreign ministers back Russian action plan 


BRUSSELS (R) — European Union 
foreign ministers, anxiously hoping 
for toe reelection of Russian Pre- 
sident Boris Yeltin next month, ap- 
proved a plan Monday to help keep 
Moscow on track for economic and 
political reform. 

The plan commits toe 15-member 
EU to a wide range of actions, from 
working to bring Russia into the World 
Trade Organisation to forging cultural 
links. 

Horrified at toe possibility of Mr. 
Yeltsin losing toe June election to 
Communist leader Gennady Zyu- 
ganov, the EU hopes the plan will con- 
vince Russians of Western support for 
reform. 

“The timing is designed to coincide 
with the (June) elections." one EU go- 
vernment official said- “You can read 
the message they axe sending from the 


timing.” 

Publicly, toe EU says the plan is 
“about policies, not personalities”. 

Like much of toe West, toe EU has 
placed almost all its hopes for Russia 
on Mr. Yeltsin, only to see him trailing 
Mr. Zyuganov in opinion polls. 

The EU has few options other than 
to urge Moscow to continue reforms. 
“The objective is not to support Yel- 
tsin,” a British official said. “The ob- 
ject is to support the country.” 

The plan includes helping democrat- 
ic reforms, economic cooperation, 
cooperation in justice and home 
affairs, security and foreign policy. 

On the economic front, the plan says 
the EU will help develop trade links 
and promote economic regional coop- 
eration. It promises to help Moscow 
modernise production and manufac- 
turing and encouraging anti-monopo- 


lies. 

Concerned by rising crime, toe EU 
paper also calls for action to combat 
organised crime. 

It says priority should be given to 
dealing with refugees and displaced 
persons to fight illegal immigration. 

On security and foreign policy, the 
EU says it wants to develop more con- 
tacts with Moscow in fields ranging 
from disarmament to arms export con- 
trols. 

The plan was approved by EU for- 
eign ministers in the morning, but offi- 
cials said ministers were likely to dis- 
cuss the situation in Russia in the 
afternoon. 

“The plan is a practical checklist of 
what is needed to keep Russia on 
track,” the British official said. 


Italy ’s leaders play down northern separatist threat 


ROME (AFP) — Italian politicians Monday played down 
secession threats by Northern League leader Umberto Bossi 
after he set up his own “government” and called for a sep- 
arate northern state of Padania. 

Romano Prodi, the future prime minister and leader of toe 
centre-left Olive Tree Coalition that won the April 21 elec- 
tion said he did not take toe threat seriously. 

He was backed by other leading Rome politicians who 
dubbed Mr. Bossi’s move a sideshow aimed only at attract- 
ing publicity. 

“A lot of others in the past have formed shadow govern- 
ments and if the League wants to organise itself that way it 
can. It will not be a government invested with popular sup- 
port and so it is of no concern to me,” said Mr. Prodi. 

Speaking after Mr. Bossi’s announcement Sunday, Mr. 
Prodi said: “I am myself an animal of toe northeast, where 
I was bom, where I was raised ... I know exactly what toe 
people of the north want, an efficient state, services that 
work roads, transport and the chance to trade with the rest 
of the world.” 

Alfredo Biondi, a former justice minister in centre-right 
leader Silvio Berlusconi’s cabinet, accused Mr. Bossi of 
“bluffing”. 

Deputy leader of the post-fascist National Alliance 
Maurizio Gaspani said: “It is an operetta,” and Green Party 


chief Carlo Ripa De Meana dubbed toe move “a cabaret.” 

However, political leaders were not as keen to br sb aside 
toe issues raised by Mr. Bossi, notably accusations by small 
and medium-sized businesses in the richer, io-Jusirialised 
north that they pay a high tax levy to support toe south. 

Mario Carraro, industry president for toe Venezia region, 
where toe Northern League won almost 40 per cent of gen- 
eral election votes, told toe daily La Repubbiica Monday he 
did not back secession but warned: “Federalism must be toe 
principle instrument for reorganising the state." 

Turin’s La Stampa daily said: “Bossi, in shouting and 
threatening, has succeeded in putting regional autonomy oji 
the agenda for toe future government, including in the area 
of tax levying.” 

On Sunday Mr. Bossi announced he was symbolically 
forming a “government” of northern Italy and “claimed toe 
right to secession and resistance which is the basis of any 
constitution." 

A week ago, Mr. Bossi put forward the idea of dividing 
Italy as Czechoslovakia was divided into Slovakia and the 
Czech Republic. 

However, a Northern League militant interviewed 
Sunday, said “secession was a provocation on toe part of 
Bossi to ensure the lords in toe palaces of Rome wake up 
and decide to give ns federalism.” 
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Children have rights 

THE ONE-DAY roundtable session on the right 
of the child held in Amman Son day was a timely 
exercise. When, as the president of the General 
Union of Voluntary Societies told the meeting, 
three to five new-borns are picked op Grom 
garbage containers weekly, then we do indeed 
have a big problem to contend with. The 
initiative of Princess Basina Women’s Resources 
Centre (PBWRC) and the Jordanian National 
Forum for Women (JNFW) to call for the 
meeting to discuss the draft law on the right of 
the child was therefore propitious to set the 
record straight on the existing omissions in the 
■ ;I proposed new legislation drafted by the Ministry 
;• of Soda! Development. 

At this juncture we would like to express 
;T profound dismay at the fact that only women’s 
associations have taken the lead to offer our 
children added protection. Children’s welfare is 
a full societal concern and not only women’s. 
: Even though the ministries of soda! develop- 

ment, Awqaf and Islamic affairs, health, educa- 
iioii, labour and culture took part in the delibera- 
tions. the fact remains that the proposal to 
convene the gathering was made by women 
■ groups. 

In any case, many constructive ideas were 
submitted during the discussions Sunday. What 
stood out, however, was the proposal to seek a 
fatwa on adoption since our laws and religious 
jurisprudence prohibit it altogether. Given the 
harsh realities, as exemplified by the fact that so 
many children bora out of wedlock are aban- 
doned and there are many families who would 
very-much like to offer them a home, there 
should be no reason why adoption could not be 
legalised. Sending abandoned or unwanted chil- 
dren to oprhanages should be the last resort and 
not the first option in caring for them. In the 
same vein, biological mothers should be given 
priority in raising their children when the father 
cannot be identified. When identification becom- 
es necessary, it should be no problem also to 
conduct a DNA blood examination. 

The goal for now ought to be to widen the 
debate on the draft law and consult with all 
sectors of society on it. Above aO, the concerned 
parties should heed international norms on the 
issue as reflected in the International Convention 
on the Right of the Child which Jordan ratified 
three years ago. After all, the convention is 
supposed to have the force of law in the country. 
The least that we could do to honour our 
commitments under it is to take its clauses into 
fill] consideration when drafting new laws re- 
garding children. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


COMMENTING ON a water-distribution programme, a 
writer for AJ Ra’i daily said Monday that despite the 
programme the majorty of Amman residents complain 
that they receive little or no water supplies. Ramadan 
Rawashdeh said that the water authority, which pledged 
to carry out the programme to ensure fair distribution to 
various regions, is not applying it, neither is it mending 
the broken pipes in the streets filled with wateT that is 
being wasted. Public complaints about the water-distri- 
bution programme are genuine since many of the resi- 
dents either in western or eastern Amman do not receive 
water supplies in accordance with the water authority's 
programme, said the writer who added that the con- 
cerned authorities have no justification for their short- 
comings. it is the duty of the water authority to ensure 
water supplies to ali regions, but it is noticed that while 
certain districts do not lack water, many other parts. are 
1 thirty and keep complaining to no avail, he added. It is 
.i true that the concerned authorities are involved in 
replacing the old and worn out pipes with new ones, 
said the writer, but the process is going on slowly and 
should the situation persist and the water shortages con- 
tinue, the water authority must find other means to sat- 
isfy the basic needs of the public. 

I A WRITER for AI Dustour criticised Jordanian banks 
i whose managements plan to merge their institutions 
1 with others to create larger corporations capable of 
{ meeting the' new challenges and economic develop- 
j merits. Mohammad Subeibi said that while it is true that 
these banks' step is being encouraged by the Central 
1 Bank of Jordan for technical reasons and to ensure 
\ stronger financial institutions in the country, some bank 
| managements are contemplating laying off some of 
J rheir employees in the event of merger. The writer said 
■ oil Jordanian banks have declared profits and dis- 
i uibured bonuses and dividends to the shareholders in 
' * the past years and therefore there is no justification at all 
to lay off any of their workers. He said that the wisest 
way to deal with merger? is by not appointing new 
employees and giving advanced training to the existing 
employees so that they can handle the requirements and 
the demands of the merged companies. He also said that 
all Jordanian banks are in fact expanding and what 
seems to be a surplus of employees because of mergers 
now can easily be absorbed in the new branches open- 
ing every year. 


The View from Fourth Circle By Rami g. Khouri 

Entering the era of the tribal-corporate alliance 


When an American newspaper columnist friend of mine 
asked me the other day in A mm an what I thought were the 
most important lessons of the Jordanian experience with 
democratisation since 1989, 1 did not have to think very 
long to answer, style has been far more important than 
substance in the evolution of our political culture, and trib- 
alism has been far more powerful than democracy as a 
logistical means of either expressing identity or participat- 
ing in political decision making. 

Now that we have reached the 100 days mark of the gov- 
ernment of Abdul Karim Kabariti, a stock-taking of this 
government’s performance reinforces this feeling — 
which is also confirmed by the results of the poll recently 
taken by the Centre for Strategic Studies of the Universi- 
ty of Jordan, showing that political parties are losing some 
of the thin public support they had and that traditional 
social institutions remain very strong in people’s lives. I 
would also add to the list of signs of the durability of trib- 
alism alongside modernism in contemporary Jordan the 
visible increase in the tribal/famiiy “diwans” all around 
Amman aod the country. 

I read these and other signs to mean that most Jordani- 
ans are not particularly concerned about the mechanics or 
the organisational particularities of our democratising 
institutions and liberalising trend; but, they do care to par- 
ticipate in public life and to have a say in decision making 
at the public, community and family levels. The lessons 
from our experience since 1989 tell us that if we want our 
political transformation to succeed, we should pay much 
more attention to respecting and building upon indigenous 
cultural values than to copying imported, Western values 
and systems. (A corollary thought comes to mind: Samuel 
Huntington, who proposed his Clash of Civilisations the- 
ory a few years ago, has got his clashing order backwards. 
It is not the Westem/American civilisation that is menaced 
by Islamic/Confucian or other civilisations, but rather the 
Islamic/Confucian and other ancient cultures that are 
threatened by a semi-forced conversion to Western/ Amer- 
ican values.) 

The political/cultural scene in Jordan and its steady 
metamorphosis indicate a very likely direction for modem 
Arab political evolution. Ours is about the only 
Arab/Islamic society that has experienced four elements 
that I believe are cmcial for normal, sustainable political 
growth and maturity: (be steadying presence of consistent 
and credible political leadership (the monarchy), pro- 
longed public and private sector investment in human 
resources development that responds to people's basic 
needs (education, health, etc.), the will and need to change 
substantively, and the absence of economic or ideological 
extremes that could distort the tenor of the emerging, new, 
public political ethos. 

Because Jordan has enjoyed these elements, it has been 


able to; a) weather the Jong period of very restricted, vir- 
tually non-existent political participation from the mid- 
1950s to the late 1980s and, b) undergo a steady political 
evolution since the advent of the current liberalisation 
phase of our modern history in 1 989, including a very pro- 
nounced shift in the last decade from an Islamist/ Arab 
nationalist-dominated political culture to one that today 
primarily resonates to a new tribal-corporate alliance. 

As 1 tried to convey to my American journalist friend the 
key elements or lessons of our political evolution since 
1989, it quickly became clear that the important ones 
related directly to the principles and values of Arab tribal 
culture, while the most glaring failures reflected the 
would-be importation or imposition of Western values. In 
my view, the single most important aspect of our democ- 
rat! sation has been its inclusive nature, which allows all 
persons and parties to play the political game. A second 
important aspect is providing winners with access to basic 
political power, whether parliamentary seats, cabinet posi- 
tions, or patronage and posts in the bureaucracy. A third 
element is treating people with respect and dignity, con- 
sulting them, debating issues with them, explaining policy 
changes to them, and generally treating them with the 
civility and esteem they deserve as human beings. 

(Notice how post- 1989 anti-government popular anger 
and resentment peaked a year or so ago — not because of 
government policies on peace with Israel, but mainly 
because of a perception that the government was being 
heavy-handed and autocratic with the people, especially in 
its clampdown on expressions of opposition to normalisa- 
tion with Israel. Jordanians opposed to normalisation did 
not expect to have the political power to revoke the peace 
treaty; but they did expect to have the cultural power and 
respect to be able to express their opposition without 
being subjected to the whimsical sensitivities and speedy 
vetoes of itinerant officials). 

The current picture of our political culture shows a citi- 
zenry more concerned about what democratisation means 
in terms of the government showing respect for the peo- 
ple. individually and collectively, than in terms of individ- 
uals working to change government policy. There is much 
scepticism in the land about modern political institutions, 
as the University of Jordan poll confirmed (e.g.. the aver- 
age rating for our democratisation drive was 4.55 out of a 
maximum of 10, a slight slide from 4.83 in 1995; also, 45 
per cent of respondents did not think that they enjoyed 
freedom to demonstrate). 

The most fascinating findings of the pod was that 56 per 
cent of Jordanians did not think that any of the 22 politi- 
cal parties represented (heir views, and the percentage of 
Jordanians belonging to parties has slipped from 1.4 per 
cent in 1993 to 0.5 per cent today. At the same time, 
though, 76 per cent of respondents" said they planned to 


vote in the next parliamentary elections. In other words, 
Jordanians value their ability to express themselves as vot- 
ers as a sign of their human and political dignity, but at the 
same time they are not very concerned about the organised 
expression of their ideological viewpoints via political 
parties. 

We see fresh signs today of the continued importance 
and durability of traditional tribal values, and the relative 
delicacy and transience of the institutions of the stare, its 
huge bureaucracy and the modem. Western- tailored insti- 
tutional political infrastructure of parties, representational 
legislatures, and other such forms. The fact lhat 46 per 
cent of men in the university poll said they had been asked 
to participate in a traditional tribal “jaha" (a delegation of 
notables that negotiates inter-tribal issues), and 96 per cent 
said they had actually participated, indicates the enormous 
credibility of tribal structures and the low credibility of 
modem, state-linked means of conflict resolution, negoti- 
ation of pacts, or other inter-personal dynamics. 

The renaissance being experienced in Jordan today in 
the institution of the family and tribal “diwan”, the tradi- 
tional meeting place where major family/tribal decisions 
are made and ceremonies are held, is also most revealing 
of this same trend of the retribalisation of modem Jordan. 
One could argue that the enormous number of cabinet 
ministers in the current government, drawn from parlia- 
ment, is only a more sophisticated and modem form of 
this traditional credibility of tribalism. 

1 personally feel that these trends are not at all worrying, 
if accompanied by a realisation that tribalism can play a 
positive role in our modem, urban, monetised society and 
if it adapts to the challenges and needs of the day. Tribal- 
ism only as a romantic throwback to the ways of the past 
or as a politically expedient means of hoarding political 
power in the hands of small groups of people is not likely 
to be constructive or sustainable in the long ran. Its core 
values and principles clearly define the modem political 
transformation of our society, but it is not yet clear 
whether tribalism as a mode of public decision making 
can effectively respond to the collective needs of society, 
especially in terms of economic expansion, job creation, 
reduction of poverty, and the promotion of a sense of jus- 
tice in society and especially in the state bureaucracy. 

The tribal-corporate alliance now moving towards the 
forefront of power in Jordan can be a most constructive 
force for nation-building or, unchecked and unbalanced, it 
could be the most detrimental domestic development in 
many decades. I tend to see it as constructive — but only 
if it proves capable of modernising and assuring those 
tribal cultural values that remain so vital and credible, 
namely inclusion, respect, dignity, and a diffused brand of 
decision-making and power-sharing based on consultation 
and consensus rather than coercion and autocracy. 


Who has a political cure for turbo-capitalism? 


By Edward N. Luttwak 

-•WASHINGTON — Economic orthodoxy in America. ' as-taught- 
and proclaimed by almost all academic economists. Is fully 
accepted by Democrats and Republicans as well as by the' main- 
stream parties of Europe. This is the faith that “turbo-charged 
capitalism — accelerated change fuelled by global free trade and 
domestic deregulation — is the only way to run an economy. 

The new force of turbo-capitalism is evoking a worldwide pop- 
ulist reaction, manifest in the neo-Commumst electoral victories 
in Eastern Europe, December’s strikes in France and 
Buchananism in America. 

The disaffected are turning to political remedies to resist the 
economic dogma that threatens their jobs and livelihoods. 

The inability of the experts and the politicians who rely on them 
to acknowledge this is a profound danger to the democratic polit- 
ical order. 

The reigning orthodoxy holds that the present workings of the 
U.S. economy are a huge success, propelled above all by the phe- 
nomenal breakthroughs of the New Titans of the information age: 
Microsoft and Intel and their lesser emulators. 

Most of these companies did not exist 20 years ago. In the 
course of rising from very little to their present heights, the New 
Titans have made several billionaires and thousands of million- 
aires among early investors, while greatly increasing the wealth 
of many other shareholders. That makes for a great deal of opti- 
mism. 

Free trade — that is, the continuing U.S. effort to further “glob- 
alise” the world economy by negotiating away trade barriers — is 
justified by the success of American high-tech exports in general 
and software in particular; The fact that some 1.4 million jobs are 
lost (by the very lowest estimate) because of the chronic excess of 
U.S. imports over exports is held to be of small account The lost 
jobs are said to be dead-end positions in declining industries. 

Deregulation is likewise justified by the wonderful opportuni- 
ties it opens up for the New Titans, as well as “lean and mean” 
telephone and cable television companies chat promise to open up 
the "information superhighway” to alL In the process, the exist- 
ing regional telephone companies (“the Baby Bells") will likely 
be swept away. At present they are still regulated monopolies, and 
as suci. .sufficiently protected from competition to be steady, well- 
paying employers and generous supporters of all manner of com- 
munity activities — to please the regulators, of course. 

But the ruling orthodoxy sees no merit in anything that impedes 
efficiency, implicitly taking for granted chat society exists to serve 
ibe economy, and not the other way around. 

It is enough to look at the employment rolls of die New Titans, 
as opposed to their share values, to see that Pat Buchanan’s pes- 
simism is right and the rating orthodoxy is all wrong. 

Microsoft and InteL so huge on Wall Street, had a total of 
48,100 employees at last count, as opposed to 180.460 employed 
by Ford alone. 

Of course, there are many other New Titans outside the soft- 
ware industry but also risen from nothing, including such diverse 
companies as South-west Airlines. Nike. Charles Schwab. Genen- 
lech. Seagate and Compaq. Still, all of them together do not 
employ as many Americans as Ford, let alone General Motors 
(350.000 at last count). 

The consequences of these simple numbers are enormous. The 
New Titans are not generating enough new. high-paying jobs to 
help the mass of ‘'non-supervisory employees” throughout the 
U.S. economy — some 77.5 million people, out of the total of 114 
million employed Americans. 

The wages of non-supervisory employees have been declining 
for years, from $8.40 per hour in 1978 to $741 in 1994 (both 
measured in constant 1982 dollars), precisely because so many 
Americans have had to settle for poorly paid service jobs. It is not 
just Wal-Mart (434.000 employees). Kmart (358.0001. Sean? 
(403.000) and McDonald's (177.000) that pay little compared 
with General Motors or DuPont, but also banks. 

Mr. Buchanan's remedies, however, unwise, do not lack sub- 
stance. As against a Microsoft America, whose gross national 
product (GNP) would be huge but whose employees would be 
very few. Mr. Buchanan's America would have a somewhat 
smaller GNP but a far more prosperous middle class. 

With imports reduced by high tariffs, more prosperous Ameri- 
cans would suffer a loss of living standards. They would he forced 


to buy more expensive and/or inferior U.S.-made goods instead of 
being able to pick and choose from the world’s most competitive 
production as they now do. 

But American industrial workers would be better off. The 
demand for their labour would increase greatly, to produce those 
more expensive and/or inferior American goods behind tariff 
walls that would do wonders for their wages. 

U.S. exports would be reduced by other countries’ tariffs, off- 
setting some of that gain. But again it is the more prosperous 
Americans who would bear the brunt of the loss, just as they now 
get the lion's share of the benefits of globalisation. 

■The ruling orthodoxy also has a remedy — to educate all and 
sundry to the levels that will induce the Microsoft to employ 
them. Unfortunately. Microsoft and all its companions have no 
use for many employees, no matter how well educated. 

What most working people in the United States, as in Europe, 
now want is not the possibility of better jobs or higher incomes 


through growth. They rightly suspect that their earnings will not 
increase with more turbo-capitalism. Rather, they want security 
for the jobs and incomes they already have, which are threatened 
as much by growth as by a lack of it. 

Tie majority certainly do not want more assistentialism. People 
who are employed but who fear for their economic future have no 
use for political parties thai want to tax away more of their uncer- 
tain incomes in order to assist those who do not work, and to feed 
huge, inefficient bureaucracies. 

Mr. Buchanan's season of political success may be drawing to a 
close, but his critique of the economic orthodoxy is still awaiting 
a response from the high-minded people who criticise him with- 
out formulating any plausible substitute for his extreme remedies. 

The writer is a senior fellow at the Centre for Strategic and 
International Studies. This article is reprinted from The Washing- 
ton Post. 


LETTERS 


Setting the record 
straight 

To the Editor 

1 would like to clarify some of the information that 
appeared in your May 13, 1996, issue regarding the 
visit of the Minister of Tourism and Antiquities Dr. 
Saleh Irsheidat to the Jordan Tourism Board (JTB ). 

Akram Masarweh, secretary general of the Ministry 
of Tourism, is the chairman of the JTB, and not of what 
you called the ‘‘‘hoteliers and restauranxeurs association, 
a non-existent entity. 

JTB is an autonomous body made up of members rep- 
resenting the private sector of the tourism industry in 
Jordan, including Royal Jordanian, the Jordan Hotels 
Association and the Jordanian Travel Agents Associa- 
tion. Its mandate is to promote Jordan as a tourist desti- 
nation in international markets. 

Marwan Khoury, 
Executive Director, 
Jordan Tourism Board, 

Amman. 


Roots abandoned 
in Africa 

To the Editor 

What more does one need to write since a picture, they 
say, is worth more than a thousand words? 

I am referring to the phoiographs published in the Jor- 
dan Times (May 9/10 issue) when covering the Liberian 
civil war. 

1 personally think that the era of democracy in the 
Kingdom gives freedom of expression new dimensions. 
But one thing is also clear the photographs are not only 
disgusting, but also reprehensible to every sane mind. 

Thus, in keeping with this dempcroric trend, I am 
looking forward to seeing in your subsequent issues the 
bodies of people mutilated in the name of family hon- 
our. variously reported in your newspaper. Very shortly. 


too, I expect to see photos of the publicly beheaded in 
Saudi Arabia and possibly those whose arms are being 
amputated in Iraq for theft 

Anything less than this would only be unfair. Aod 
perceived as a stereotype. 

Of all the time I have been in this beautiful country, I 
cannot for even once remember reading anything good 
about Africa in your newspaper. Your coverage has 
ranged from civil strife to war, from carnage to starva- 
tion, from epidemic to AIDS. How very sad. 

I think it is better not to talk about the hunger of a 
hungry man when one has no bread to offer him. 

Africa, with all its chequered history resulting form 
slavery, exploitation and colonialism, today is totally 
neglected and termed as unredeemable. 

The African continent may be benighted, but its peo- 
ple are no less humane than any other people around 
the world. And the barbaric acts seen in those Liberian 
photographs do not represent the attitude or posture of 
the peoples of Africa. Barbarism is not an acceptable 
norm in the culture of any African people, contrary to 
what ignorant and misinformed people anywhere 
might think. 

Besides, there are beautiful sides of Africa that man y 
people do not seem to know. The continent is the land 
of extremes: nowhere is the day as bright or the night 
as dark; the desert as barren and the vegetation as lux- 
uriant. 

Now on the realistic side of the Liberian crisis, Amer- 
ica has even fewer excuses than the leaders of the fight- 
ing factions. Liberia has been totally neglected by 
America which seems to have forgotten that the ances- 
tors of those fighting today are mostiy the dehuman- 
• tsed people brought from America to live in a place 
they named Liberia (from liberation) after the industri- 
al revolution in America. 

To many, Liberia will always be seen as an extension 
of America. So, America, you are expected to do more 
tai having the African peacekeeping forces (ECO- 
MOG) trying to end the war in this tiny country of two 
and a half million people. 


Harry Pullens, 

Amman. 

The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contriborioos from 
its readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters 
i ntende d for publication, however, shook! contain the 
water’s fa a name and preferably address as well. Names 
can be withheld nniv m » - . 
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Settler killed in .W.Bank 

(Continued front page 1) 
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Israel Radio quoted Mr. 
Barak as telling the par- 
liamentary defence and fore- 
ign affairs committee that 
new security measures could 
be imposed on the territories 
due to continuing threats of 
attacks by Palestinian mili- 
tants. 

Israel damped an unpre- 
cedented closure on the terri- 
tories following a spate of 
suicide bombings in February 
and early March that left 63 
dead, including the bombers. 

There have been no deadly 
attacks on Israelis since the 
last bombing on March 4 and 
Mr. Peres, whose popularity 
was badly damaged by die 
violence, has built up a 
steady lead of four to six 
points over his challenger for 
prime minister, conservative 
opposition leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu. 

But polls suggest that a 
resumption of major anti- 
Israeli attacks before polling 
day would likely lead to Mr. 
Peres’ defeat 

The Israeli army on Mon- 
day dosed two West Bank 
mosques for allegedly sup- 
porting subversive Palesti- 
nian activities, military offi- 
cials said. 

Peter Lerner, spokesman 
for the military administra- 
tion in the West Bank, said 
the mosques, in the villages 
of Qabalan south of Nablus 
and Ai Ram north of Jeru- 
salem, were dosed for six 
months after soldiers found 
“incitement materials” in 
them. 

The army also announced 
the arrests overnight of six 
suspectes on the West Bank. 

The six, “suspected of be- 
longing to or aiding hostile 
organisations,” were arrested 
near Ramallah, Jenin and 
Hebron. 

Israel’s chief peace nego- 
tiator said on Sunday Israel 
will make a much-delayed 
withdrawal from parts of 
Hebron in about one month. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Netany- 
ahu was quoted as saying it 
would be wise to delay the 
Hebron redeployment until a' 
permanent peace deal. 

“Our estimate, jointly, 
Israeli and Palestinian, is that 
it wiQ take about a month,” 
negotiator Uri Savir told 
Israel Television’s main Ara- 
bic news programme. 

Asked if that meant Israel 
was delaying die redeploy- 


ment, which should have 
occurred on March 28 
according to a deal expanding 
Palestinian self-rule signed 
last September, until after 
the Israeli elections, Mr. 
Savir said: 

“A month from today 
seems to me will be after the 
elections in Israel.” 

Israel’s Itim news agency 
quoted Mr. Netanyahu as 
saying about the Hebron re- 
deployment: “It should be 
delayed until after the perma- 
nent settlement.” 

Israel froze its pull oat 
from Hebron after the suicide 
bombings in February and 
March. It demanded Palesti- 
nian officials crack down on 
militants in areas already 
under self-rule. 

Subsequently, Mr. Peres 
said Israel would keep its 
peace deal commitments but 
disappointed Palestinians by 
not setting a certain d ate for 
tiie redeployment. 

There will be only partial 
redeployment in Hebron be- 
cause Israeli troops will re- 
main to guard about 400 Jew- 
ish settlers living in heavily 
fortified enclaves among the 
town’s 120,000 Palestinians. 

Meanwhile, Israel issued 
travel permits to about 50 
Palestinian journalists, allow- 
ing them to enter its territory 
despite a closure of the West 
Bank and Gaza, officials 
said. 

Sblomo Dior, a spokesman 
for the army’s liaison unit 
with the Palestinians, said the 
restrictions had been im- 
posed on journalists as well 
for security reasons. 

“We have information that 
some journalists used their 
government press cants for 
other purposes,” said Dror. 

Mr: Dror said Israeli secur- 
ity officials did not believe 
the journalists were carrying 
out violent acts but helped 
indirectly by carrying mes- 
sages. 

Only about 50 of the 160 
Palestinian journalists accre- 
dited to work in Israel re- 
ceived the new permits, Mr. 
Dror and a government press 
office official said. 

A total of 12,000 Palesti- 
nians from the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip are currently 
allowed to worit in Israel. 
Nearly 100,000 Palestinians 
have worked in Israel during 
normal tunes. 


Iran opens 'Silk Road' railway 

(Continued from page 1) 
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kilometres, was finished late 
last year at a cost of $45 
million. 

Transport capacity initially 
W0J be 500,000 passengers a 
year and two million tonnes 
of goods, rising eventually to 
one million passengers and 
eight million tonnes. 

Iran, subject to a U.S. eco- 
nomic embargo, is hailing the 
railway as the first concrete 
achievement in a strategy to 
buQd its role as a regional 
economic power. 

It has shrugged off the 
sanctions and is seeking to 
build its role as a regional 
player through the Tehran- 
based Economic Cooperation 
Organisation — known as 
ECO. 

Tran founded the ECO 
with Pakistan and Turkey as 
a springboard to pursue its 
economic agenda. ECO was 
expanded in 1992 to include 
five former Soviet Central 
Asian states — Uzbekistan, 
Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan and Kyrgyz- 
stan — plus Azerbaijan and 
Afghanistan. 

Heads of state will bold 
ECO’s fourth summit on 
Tuesday and Wednesday in 
the Turkmen capital Ashga- 
bat and are expected to agree 
to a redrafting of the ECO 
founding treaty already ham- 
mered out by foreign minis- 
ters. 

GhaU: 

Iraq deal 
needs work 

(Continued from' page 1) 

Iraq has contacted the 
three other Security Council 
permanent members — Chi- 
na, France, and Russia — to 
press its case. 

(MEES) said if a solution 
were not reached within “the 
next 10 days ... there is a risk 
that the talks may simply run 
into a brick wail of political 
paralysis.” 

The “real problem” 
emerged with the U.S. and 
British amendments to tight- 
en control over the distribu- 
tion of supplies, prevent Iraq 
from using revenues for any- 
thing but humanitarian sup- 
plies, and guarantee the deal 
is not a prelude to a total 
lifting of the sanctions, 
MEES said. 


In addition to improving 
transport links, ECO has cre- 
ated a joint shipping com- 
pany. It is setting op a trade 
and development bank and a 
reinsurance company. A 
joint airline, ECO Air, laun- 
ched its inaugural flight on 
Monday. 

ECO foreign ministers said 
on Saturday the group was 
not yet fit to compete with 
Asian, American and Euro- 
pean blocs. Iran called for 
tariffs to be scrapped out- 
right. 


Post -Communist Tirana throbs 
to beat of free market 


By Steve JPagani 

Reuter 

TIRANA — Lenin was 
ousted by a neon-lit gam- 
bling arcade and Stalin dis- 
placed by a glitzy cafe. 

Albania bas thrown off 45 
grey years of rigid Commu- 
nist rule with a vengeance 
and is embracing the free 
market with more enthusi- 
asm than other young 
democracies in the Balkans. 

Bronze statues of Lenin 
and Stalin who stood oppo- 
site each other like 
guardians of the creed 
across Tirana’s main Desfa- 
moret E Kombit (martyrs of 
the nation) Boulevard were 
hauled down in 1991, jnst 
months after Communism 
fell. 

Now, in their place, crop- 
haired youths clad in baggy 
plaid shins and denim jeans 
hang out at the Kumanova 
Cafe guzzling coca-cola 
while tbeir friends shuffle 
into the admiral arcade 
across the road to try their 
luck at the slot machines. 

Foreign drinks and gam- 
bling were banned by “die 
great teacher”, the “affec- 
tionate” name given to 
Albania's postwar Stalinist 
strongman Enver Hoxha. 

A huge stone figure of 
Hoxha was also wrenched 
from its pedestal in the 
main Skanderbeg Square. 
Whoops and screams no 
longer come from the party 
faithful but from children 
enjoying fun fair rides on 
the very spot where it 
stood. 

The capita], Tirana, is 
where it is at. The city, 
home to 300,000 people, is 
noisy, bustling and brash. 

. The days of queuing out- 
side monochrome shops 
selling shoddy Chinese- 
made goods or sitting over 
a raid (local brandy) and 
thin coffee in one of the few 
dimly-lit cafes are over. 

Kiosk and stall owners 
selling a range of goods 
from live chickens to sec- 
ond-hand TV sets. Bicycles 
crowd the streets. 

Spruce shops containing 
pricey Western-made con- 
sumer goods mb shoulders 
with new marble-fronted 
offices, such as branches of 
foreign banks, the licences 
for which Albania’s conser- 
vative government appears 
only too happy to issue. 

In a pro-Western drive, 
president sali berisha 
opened Albania's first stock 
exchange last week, a 
month before the country’s 
third free elections on May 


26. 

Downtown, the central 
bazaar spills over with a 
cornucopia of fruit and veg- 
etables, olives; sacks of 
paprika, lentils and beans in 
a riot of colour. 

Nearly 3,000 privately- 
owned bars and restaurants 
have opened since 1991. 
Some are modest, others, 
boasting awnings and ter- 
races, could grace any euro- 
pean capital. 

At rush hour, the city cen- 
tre can become clogged 
with traffic in a country 
where six years ago owning 
a car was a pipe-dream or a 
privilege of the Communist 
elite. 

Large German-made cars, 
especially mercedes, and 
four-wheel drives are the 
biggest status symbol 
among Alb anians . 

One local dealer said at 
least 80 per cent were 
stolen and “imported”, 
mainly from Italy, Germany 
and Bulgaria. Some, proud- 
ly sporting new Tirana 
number-plates, still display 
Italian insurance papers or 
the country identification 
sticker 

Spared allied bombing 
during World War II, Tirana 
retains the influence of 500 
years of Ottoman rule. On 
the wide, tree-lined boule- 
vard, big, fascist-style 
buildings constructed by 
the Italians before they 
occupied Albania in 1939 
* look imposing next to the 
grey Soviet-type structures 
of the 1950s. * 

A modernist, concrete 
pyramid erected to Hoxha’s 
pharaonic glory jolts the 
eye. Hoxha has been turfed 
out and a cultural centre 
moved in, together with the 
U.S. Information Agency. 
An aerial on the apex 
beams out voice of Ameri- 
ca. 

But a visitor who confines 
a foray to the main streets 
will leave with the wrong 
impression. A look beyond 
reveals that by European 
standards Albania is still 
very poor. 

Metres away from the 
opera house, a baby, no 
older than a year old, 
shrieks pitifully in a card- 
board box in the scorching 
sun. Passers-by drop money 
in the box while its mother 
looks on from across the 
street 

Expectations have risen, 
making life moife of a strug- 
gle for those who can look 
but cannot afford the goods 
od offer: 

Mother-of-two Eriketa, 


strolling in the shadow of 
Tirana’s 100-year-old stone 
mosque, said ''the biggest 
change had been the taste of 
freedom and new contacts 
with the outside world. - 

“We now have lots of new 
shops and an open way of 
life but things are getting 
very expensive. life on the 
salary of a civil servant is 
very hard,” she said, with 
her Italian sunglasses 
propped oq her stylishly- 
coiffured hair? 

Even in the capital, life is 
still difficult. Power is now 
more reliable but running 
water is only available three 
Timas a day for two hours at 
time. 

The average wage is $60 
a month, but io Tirana the 
figure is artificial as thou- 
sands supplement tbeir 
income by working in the 
black economy. They have 
to if they want to buy sports 
shoes at $25, Turiash-made 
Levi jeans at $27, a British 
washing machine at $650 or 
a Japanese colour television 
at $1,260. 

Tbe enterprise culture is 
alive outside Tirana. Ironi- 
cally. some of the 300,000 
concrete, igloo-like 

bunkers, testimony to 
Hoxha’s isolationist para- 
noia, are being turned to 
profit. 

In Dunes on tbe Adriatic 
coast, 40 km west of Tirana, 
three large bunkers on tbe 
beach are now restaurants 
— the gun emplacement 
making an ideal site for the 
kitchen. 

One even has a terrace 
built on top, shaded by a 
canopy of terracota roof 
tiles and hanging baskets of 
flowers. 

But travel for just 10 min- 
utes in any direction outside 
Tirana on the narrow roads, 
rutted with potholes, and 
the contrasts with foe capi- 
tal are stark. - 

Traffic becomes sparser 
and cars give way to carts 
pulled by horses or oxen 
with many of their younger 
drivers standing astride 
their charges As if leading a 
chariot race. 

Hold-ups are more likely 
to be caused by drowsy 
donkeys sitting in the road 
or flocks of sheep shep- 
herded by weather-beaten 
youngsters as young as 10 
years old. 

‘The government would 
like tbe children to go to 
school but the families are 
too poor. You have to grow 
up quickly in the country- 
side here,” one local said. 

Most countryfolk walk or 



The satellite dish is one trend permeating both town and countn in the former 
most isol^tioifist land. Albania, where pricey Western- made consumer goods rub 
shoulder with new marble-fronted offices ‘Reuter photo' 


hitch, among them young 
conscripts incongruously 
dressed in green Chinese - 
style uniforms with peaked 
caps, first supplied by the 
Red Army after Hoxha 
befriended Beijing in 1961 
after falling out with tbe 
Kremlin. 

There is also a downside 
to Albania’s free market In 
tbe small town of Lac, 45 
km north of Tirana, hun- 
dreds were laid off when 


the grimy Chinese-built 
phosphate factory closed 
most of its operation. 

Just after breakfast, 
scores ’ of jobless men 
crowd outside Albania's 
latest craze — the bingo 
hall. While they spend their 
time hoping to win the big 
one, their women, swathed 
in long skins, scarves and 
shawls scurry around carry- 
ing firewood on their backs 
or tending animals in the 


fields. 

One trend, however, has 
permeated both town and 
country — the satellite 
dish.One setting sums up 
modem Albania — the 
almost-Biblical sight of a 
woman draped in a long 
dress and white head-wrap 
sitting on a hillock spinning 
wool by hand. Behind her 
in tbe distance, a satellite 
dish propped on a peasant’s 
cottage. 


Islamist party may join cabinet 

(Continued from page 12) 


our participation in it, and we 
have conditions for joining 
which will be discussed in 
meetings with the authority,” 
Mr. Abdul Latif told Reu- 
ters. 

He said: “We will not take 
up political ministries. We 
want those ministries which 
would render services to 
citizens sach as education and 
soda! service." 


Islamic movements in 
Arab states often seek educa- 
tion and social service minis- 
tries to influence the largest 
sectors of society with their 
teachings. 

PLO officials said Mr. Ara- 
fat wanted all Palestinian 
political tendencies to be rep- 
resented in tbe cabinet and 
was still consulting opposi- 
tion parties about joining the 
cabinet 


Former rivals forge Kabul alliance 

(Continued from page 12) 


prime ministry, the defence 
ministry and finance minis- 
try. 

In exchange, Mr. Rabbani 
was to remain as president 
for six months until elections 
are held. 

“The top Hezb comman- 
der here General Abdul Ma- 
jid Niazi, told AH*: "Tbe 
deal between our two parties 
has now basically been final- 
ised and we have begun im- 
plementing the terms of the 
accord agreed between us. 

“Our troops are stationed 
in two barracks m the city 
alongside government men 
and we are expecting more 
senior officials, including en- 
gineer Hekmatyar, to come 
to Kabul soon,” he said. 

“There are still one or two 
small problems to be ironed 
out, but we are now both on 
the same side after being 
ideologically separated for 
years through the interfer- 
ence of our foreign enemies ” 
he added. 

Sources from both groups 
said foe Hezb trader and his 


top cadres would arrive in 
besieged Kabul “soon” to 
take up government posts, 
although neither could give 
an exact date. 

The deal came after 
months of tense negotiations 
between the two sides and 
amid persistent rumours of 
either a successful conclusion 
to the pact or of a complete 
breakdown m talks. 

“The Hezb-e-Isiami has 
finally joined the govern- 
ment, implementing the 
agreement signed between 
the two groups," a defence 
spokesman said. 

“They have already started 
deploying troops at govern- 
ment bases in Kabul and mil 
fight under the government 
banner in any military opera- 
tion against the Taliban or 
any other enemy of the 
state," be added. 

■ A fell political and military 
and alliance between the two, 
which now seems likely, 
would give both groups a 
.major and much needed 
boost, analysts said. 


Train brought life, sorrow to Arctic mining region 


By Abigail Schmelz 
Reuter 

KIRUNA, Sweden — A 
scenic railway line 
between Sweden and 
Norway through tbe des- 
olate Arctic landscape is a 
lifeline foe foe region’s 
scattered inhabitants, but 
also a painful scar on 
Swedish history. 

The line provides trans- 
port for Swedish iron ore 
to a coastal port in Nor- 
way and some historians 
say there is proof chat 
neutral Sweden allowed 
Nazi Germany to use. foe 
route to transfer weapons 
into occupied Norway. 

“We do know that there 
were weapons that came 
through Sweden with the 
rail. During the war foe 
Germans shipped iron ore 
to Germany,” Norwegian 
local historian Kjell 
Dal mo told Reuters. 

Without the railway, foe 
area would probably have 
remained largely unin- 
habited. 

More than one billion 
tonnes of iron ore have 
been carried on the track 
from Swedish mines to 
Norway’s Ofoten Fjord, 
whose deep waters 
remain free of ice year- 
round thanks to the Gulf 
Stream. 

“Without foe railroad. 


there never would have 
been anything here,” 
Geir-Ketil Hansen, a 
local culture expert told 
Reuters. 

It was knoifrn as early as 
the 17th century that the 
Swedish mountains were 
rich in iron ore but (here 
was no way to move it 
from the landlocked loca- 
tion. Early attempts were 
made using reindeer and 
river boats. * 

The Britjjfr, hungry fa- 
ore to fe£a their steel 
industry, tried to build a 
rail link in the 1880s but 
the project went bankrupt 
and was abandoned. Swe- 
den and Noway took 
over and connected the 
Swedish mining town 
Kiruna to Narvik in 1902. 

Workers battled disease 
and harsh elements to toil 
20 hours a day blasting 
through rock to lay the 
track, considered a tech- 
nological achievement 
when it was finished. 

Besides a few settle- 
ments of the indigenous 
sami people, “there was- 
n’t anything else up 
here”, Agge Theander, 
author of a book called 
'Tracing the Navvies”, 
told Reuters. 

Allegations*, that the 
Nazis used the railway to 
transport weapons, never 
admitted by Swedish 


authorities, remain a sore 
point in Noway. 

Nils Ryeng, director of 
Narvik’s War Museum, 
said Nazis hid arms 
among foe fuel and food 
marked with the red cross 
symbol, which were 
allowed to cross foe bor- 
der into Norway. 

“Norwegian prison- 
ers. Jiave told me that 
there was ammunition 
under foe -coal,” Mr. 
Ryeng told Reuters. 

“(The Norwegians) 
were slaves for foe Ger- 
mans, with bayonets in 
their backs. They had to 
bring ammunition for the 
germans to the front line 
from the railway station 
in deep snow,” he said. 

Nowadays foe railway 
is also a tourist attraction. 

The 169 km between 
Kiruna and Narvik curves 
over mountain passes and 
offers spectacular views 
of some of Scandinavia’s 


highest peaks. 

Thousands 


of tourists 
travel each year to the 
area which is pan of Lap- 
land, the tundra region 
which covers northern 
Sweden, Norway, Finland 
and the Russian Kola 
Peninsula. 

Adventurers from 
around foe world come 
for dog-sledding, skiing 
or a glimpse of foe north- 


ern lights during the long 
winter when foe tempera- 
ture can stay below freez- 
ing for six months. 

The cram negotiates 
countless tunnels as it fol- 
lows foe path cut by thou- 
sands of labourers, 
through forests of birch 
and pine and along Lake 
Tometrask before passing 
Sweden’s highest moun- 
tain. Kebnekaise. 2.117 
metres high. 

Tbe route’s attractions 
include Abisko canyon, 
waterfalls, power sta- 
tions, mines and remains 
of the railway workers’ 
settlements. 

Others will come to see 
the midnight sun around 
foe summer solstice and 
to camp, fish, raft and 
explore caves and mines 
on summer days which 
are literally endless. 

The lonely landscape, 
where there are as few as 
three people per square 
kilometre, is a curiosity ro 
outsiders. 

“This place holds a 
strange attraction for 
me.” said Fabio. a 27- 
year-old factory worker 
from Legnano. Italy, on 
foe three-hour train ride 
from Kiruna to Narvik. 

“Kiruna is like a ceme- 
tery. There is no one 
here.” 

Although Kiruna's pop- 


ulation of 26,200 would 
probably dispute this 
point, they would agree 
foe town is quiet. 

Unemployment is high. 
In the boom years of the 
1970s, the iron mine run 
by Ikab employed 5,000 
people. Now only 1,700 
of the town's residents 
work there. 

“In the mid-1970s, we 
had fantastic years. As 
many as 30 trains left 
everyday,” said Lkab 
spokeswoman Helen 
Gammelgand. 

Today 12 trains leave a 
day. each carrying 4,000 
tonnes of refined iron ore 
in addition to passengers. 
Competition from north 
America. Brazil and Aus- 
tralia has hurt Kiruna. 

Lkab says only about 
half of tbe ore reserves, 
which it estimates at two 
kilometres deep, have 
been mined. 

Locals sometimes take 
the train for a quick shop- 
ping trip to Norway for 
groceries or alcohol, 
since prices can vary 
from one side of ihe bor- 
der to the other. 

It can be done in a day 
by carching the 0615 gnu 
train to Narvik and the 
I 61 K) GMT train home. 
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Experts see world dependent on oil 50 more years 


DL'R.A! iR) — The world's 
14‘sily uddictnm to oil shows 
no sij:ns ol casing and is 
likely [n continue right lo (he 
middle of [he next century, 
energy experts have said . 

Despite the .efforts of en- 
vironmental lobbies lo en- 
courage alternative energy- 
sources and punitive govern- 
ment taxes imposed on 
petrol, motorists and indus- 
trial users have not been 
weaned from the black liquid 
gold nor, on current predic- 
tions. are likely ro be. 

"Politicians get very ex- 
cited about alternative fuels. 
Rut there will be no alterna- 
tive for oil and gas for many 


years to come ... For the next 
30 to SO years oil will remain 
the foundation of energy." 
Hi sham Khatib. a vice- 
chairman at the World Energy 
Council, said. 

Dr. Khatib was addressing 
industry executives at an oil 
and gas conference in Dubai, 
a part of the United Arab 
Emirates 1UAE1. 

The oil habit will be less 
easy to kick as fields from the 

Middle East. Siberia and 
South America continue to 
defy earlier predictions that 
global oil reserves would be 
running dangerously low* by 
the early 2 1st century. 

"For the next few- decades. 


probably up to 2050. there 
will be no shortage of global 
resources of crude oil and nat- 
ural gas ... No viable alterna- 
tive to oil as the preferred fuel 
for transport," Dr. Khatib 
said. 

The geological prospect 
of decades worth of untapped 
oil leads some energy experts 
to predict stable oil prices 
and to question rhe possibil- 
ity of future energy shocks on 
the scale of 1973 when an 
Arab oil expon boycott sent 
the post World War II eco- 
nomic boom in ihe Western 
world into tailspin. 

"The ability of hydrocar- 
bon energy sources to keep 


up with the rise in world de- 
mand. despite weak prices, is 
truly remarkable. 1 ’ Paul. 
Papadopoulos. chief 
economist at the Bahrain- 
based Arab Banking 
Corporation, said. . 

Forecasts of world oil de- 
mand continue to highlight 
the growing thirst for oil in 
the years to come. 

Led by the growing 
economies of the Pacific Rim 
. and China, global crude de- 
mand of nearly 65 million 
barrels per day (bpd) in 1994- 
1995 is set to reach 86 mil- 
lion bpd in 2010 and more 
than 100 million bpd in 
2020, according to Dr. 


Khatib. 

And it is likely to be the 
oil-resource rich states of the 

Middle East, which al- 
ready sit on approximately 
70 per cent of the world's re- 
serves, that will again take 
centre stage is being the 
guarantor of most of the 
world's oil. 

"There is no shortage in 
supplying the slowly grow- 
ing future global energy mar- 
ket demand with oil and gas. 
Middle East reserves are 
poised to do that." Dr. Khatib 
said. 

Though Middle East states 
account for less than 30 per 
cent of world production. 


compared to nearly 40 per 
cent in the mid-seventies, 
their market share is set to re- 
cover in the early pan of the 
next decade, experts told con- 
ference delegates. 

But not all analysts are as 
confident that the Western 
world can simply relax know- 
ing that oil is plentiful under 
the desert sands and ocean 
beds of the Middle East pro- 
ducers. 

"Cheap oil is disappear- 
ing fast. Eighty per cent of 
the oil produced in 1995 was 
found before . 1973," Jean 
Lahenere, a consultant at 
Geneva-based Petro- 
consultams, said. 


Iran makes good start 

on debt repayment — 
diplomats 

1 “i T an has been vety suc- 


T “Iran has oeeu j auw- 

TEHRAN (R) - ^fal in repaying resche- 

made a good start to repaying This is a very 

a big rescheduled pomon o first step.” said a 

its $30 billion foreign debt P°^ diploiT1 at. 

and removing powerful bar to ,._r haV g the will, the 


onuiMuvTiiig 

economic development, di- 
plomats have said. 

But future ofl prices ana 
the Golf country’s drive to 
boost non-oil exports remain 
key uncertainties for its plaji" 
ned repayment of up to $15 
billion in rescheduled loans 
and efforts to settle a similar 
amount of other debt, they 
said. 


Spain’s new government takes knife to budget Australian public servants 


MADRID < Rl — Spain’* 
kv»n«crv alive government, 
in power hardy a week, has 
‘.lashed public spending and 
axed a third of the country's 
top ei\.. service jobs . 

Rodrigo Rato, giving his 
first news cnnlcrcn c since 
taking mcr the economy 
ministry. announced 
.spending cuts of 200 billion 
pesetas (SI.6 billion) which 
nlleci all ministries but. as 
promised, he left pension and 
unemployment pay un- 
innehed. 

The Popular Party (P.P.), 
governing in a minority with 


Catalan Nationalist support, 
has been quick to criticise the 
burgeoning public sector 
under 13 years of Socialist 
rule. 

But slower-than-expected 
economic growth this year 
and the P.P.’s need to prove it 
is taking European monetary 
unipn seriously were more 
immediate factors. Mr. Rato 
said. 

"Forecast economic 
growth of 2.8 per cent is 
behind the decision to trim 
the budget.” he said. 

Growth was three per cent 
in 1 995 os a whole but slowed 


to two per cent in the first 
quarter of 1996. Bank of 
Spain estimates have 
showed, and the original 
target of 3.4 per cent growth 
for 1996 now looks 
hopelessly optimistic. 

"We are sending a 
message to public opinion 
internationally of our firm 
committment to a rigorous 
budget policy.” Mr. Rato 
said. 

The P.P. says it is 
committed to joining the first 
wave of countries joining a 
single European Union 
currency in 1999 which 


INDO-JORDAN CHEMICALS COMPANY LTD j 

NOTICE FOR INVITATION TO BID 
FOR 

SULPHUR TRANSPORTATION FROM 
AQABA TO ESHIDIYA 

INDO-JORDAN CHEMICALS COMPANY LTD. (IJC), A JOINT VENTURE COMPANY 
PROMOTED BY JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES CO. LTD.. JPMC/JORDAN INVITES 
OFFERS FROM REPUTED ROAD TRANSPORT CONTRACTORS FROM THE 
T r '.V-.S - OBLATION OF 225,000 MT PER YEAR OF SULPHUR IN POWDER FORM IN 
. . rTi :.v.: THE STORAGE AREA AT AQABA TO IJC ACID COMPLEX AT ESHIDIYA. 
T .-c SCOPE OF WORK ALSO INCLUDES LOADING OF THE SULPHUR INTO 
SUITABLE TRUCKS (DUMP TRUCKS PREFERABLE) AT AOABA AND UNLOADING OF 
THE LOADING TRUCKS IN THE SULPHUR OPEN YARD AT ESHIDIYA. 

INTERESTED BIDDERS MAY OBTAIN THE BID DOCUMENTS ON PAYMENT BY 
CASIL'DEMAND DRAFT (ADDRESSED TO "INDO-JORDAN CHEMICALS COMPANY 
LTD.“ PAYABLE AT AMMAN) FOR A SUM OF JD 100 OR $150 FROM THE MANAGER 
(ADMINISTRATION & PERSONNEL) INDO-JORDAN CHEMICALS CO. LTD., 3RD 
FLOOR. DELMON BUILDING. P .0. BOX NO. 926787, AMMAN 1110 (TEL. NO. 
685732). ON ANY WORKING DAY TILL 30.6.1996. 


BIDS COMPLETED IN ALL RESPECTS SHALL BE SUBMITTED TO: 
THE MANAGER DIRECTOR 
INDO-JORDAN CHEMICALS CO. LTD., 

DELMON BUILDING, 3RD FLOOR, 

BEHIND MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY & TRADE 
P. O. BOX NO. 926787, SHMEISANI 
AMMAN 11110, JORDAN 
TEL. NO.: 685732/FAX NO.: 685730 


ON OR BEFORE 14:00 HRS. ON 30.6. 1996. 
BABU K. VERGHESE 
MANAGING DIRECTOR 


THE Daily Crossword by Richard Thomas 


ACROSS 
1 Cutoff 
4 Sing softly 
9 Aberdeen 
denizen 

13 In a tizzy 

15 Oppose, in a 
way 

16 Jason's craft 

17 Major or Minor 

18 Bizarre 

20 Rock fragments 

22 On the — 
(honest) 

23 Physicians 

24 Fuse metal 

26 Dismiss 

30 Game site 

31 Monsoon 
feature 

36 Lavish love 

37 Arch supports 

39 Oberiin's state 

40 Expressing 
contempt, 
nasally 

42 Stuffs 

43 Reduce risk, in a 


way 

46 Wise guy 

49 Clodhopper 

50 Electricity 

51 Complaints 

55 Neutral 

58 Reveal secrets 

59 Unerring 

60 Keep from 
happening 

61 Fine fabric 

62 Tore 

63 Division of a 
long poem 

64 Kind of boat or 
truck 


C 1996 Tntjune Meoa S«vce*. me. 
Ail ngrus '6S«rv«j 


DOWN 

1 Speak well of 

2 Monster 

3 Duty station 

4 Fork ol a pole 

5 Trash 

6 Klutzy ones 

7 Calendar abbr. 
S Utmost 

9 Cut a cord 

10 Hanker for 

11 Flirtatious one 


12 Bridge charge 

14 Estate 
employee 

19 Current sitcom 

21 Whit 

24 German basin 

25 Singer Redding 

26 Rambles 

27 ‘Pumping — " 
(Schwarzen- 
egger film) 

28 Disapprove 

29 Shorthand 
system 

32 Prognosticate 

33 "Pequod" 
captain 

34 Kumquat kin 

35 Gone lor good 

37 Artist Mondnan 

38 Racetrack, 
briefly 

41 “—Sisters" 
(Chekhov play) 

42 Buddy 

44 Draw forth 

45 Erie port 
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S|T|A:fl HSINIO 


lift'IHPP 

anna ejpddb 


46 Dawn 52 In place 

47 Canterbury cap 53 Fast food item 

48 Felt pity 54 Misrepresent 

50 Chinese cult 56 Exact copy: 

image ab& r - 

51 Shortly 57 A Gabor 


means it must stick to the 
plan to bring its budget 
deficit down ro three per cent 
of gross domestic product 
(GDP) in 1997 from an 
estimated 5.8 per cent last 
year. 

The 1996 budget it 
inherited from the Socialists 
was a rollover of the 1995 
plan, because the Socialists 
were unable to pass a new 
one. which anyway froze 
state spending in real terms. 

Economic and Monetary 
Union (EMU) is already 
proving a slippery subject for 
the P.P. 


brace for sackings 


CANBERRA (R) — Austra- 


lia’s public service is bracing 
itself for huge iob cuts. in- 


Mr. Rato himself gave the 
peseta and bond markets the 
excuse they wanted to sell by 
conceding that it was 
"realistic" to talk of stopping 
the monetary union clock if 
too many countries looked 
like missing the targets. 


His ministry rapidly 
reiterated Spain's 
committment to EMU goals 
and timing. 

Foreign minister and 
European Commission 
veteran Abel Matures caused 
waves last week by saying 
publicly that the clock could 
stop to allow countries such 
as Spain to catch up and 
implying devalued currencies 
outside could harm the 
economies of those who had 
joined. 


itself for huge job cuts, in- 
cluding the once unthinkable 
possibility of sackings. 

The conservative govern- 
ment of Prime Minister John 
Howard, which gained power 
last month, says its Labour 
predecessor bid an enormous 
budget deficit. Cuts of eight 
billion Australian dollars 
(S6.3 billion) will be needed 
within two years to balance 
the Australian dollars 125 bil- 
lion ($98 billion) budget, so 
programmes and staff must 
go, it says. 

Canberra, the national 
capital, is horrified. The city 
is a purpose-built govern- 
ment city, like Washington 
.D.C and has no other indus- 
try. Its private sector centres 
on support services for die 
government. 

Worse, government offi- 
cials privately concede the 
job cuts must fall heavily 
among well paid staff in Can- 
berra’s departmental head’ 
offices. It is harder to trim 
front-line workers in the rest 
of the country than policy 
advisers, the officials say. 

“Half of the workforce in 
Canberra works for the pub- 
lic service," Manuel Xyrakis, 


estae market here has frozen 
altogether,” be said. 

Australia has about 
150,000 federal public ser- 
vants, costing 10 billion Au- 
stralian dollars ($7.8 billion) 
a year but representing less 
than one per cent of the 
national population — giving 
the country one of the smal- 
lest public sectors in the de- 
veloped world. 

The government has not 
said bow many staff will go 
and officials say that it does 
not yet know. 

But state governments, 
already squeezed by past cuts 
to their. federal funding, have 
been quick to offer sugges- 
tions. 

“In South Australia we’ve 
reduced out budget sector by. 
in terms of staff levels, more 
than 10 per cent,” South Au- 
stralian Premier Dean Brown 
said after meeting Mr. Ho- 
ward last week. 

He had urged Mr. Howard 
to do the same, he added. 

That would cut the federal 
public service by 15,000, sav- 
ing one billion Australian 
doll are ($780 million), but 


media reports have specu- 
lated the cuts might reach 
25,000. Either figure is far 
more than can be achieved 
with voluntarily departures, 
even by offering attractive 
redundancy payments. 

So some staff must be sack- 
ed — a harsh fate for workers 
with little experience relevant 
to private employers. 

This sits uneasily with the 
traditional, but perhaps un- 
fair, image of Australian gov- 
ernment workers as unstres- 
sed, underworked and un- 
salable. 

Canberra itself has always 
reinforced the image. The 


.city, a government project of 
the 1950s to 1980s. offers a 


the 1950s to 1980s. offers a 
tranquil existence to its 
330,000 residents, with excel- 
lent roads, spacious suburbs 
and services far more gener- 
ous than in other Australian 
cities. 

The lack of sympathy for 
the public sector means the 
planned cuts have raised little 
disquiet among voters, who 
elected Mr. Howard in a 
landslide that ended 13 years 
of Labour rule. 


president of the city’s small 
business association, told 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

& by Henri Arnold and Mika Arglrion 


business association, told 
Reuters. 

“Since the election the real 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four oninary words. 


More tune, ana 
snap lo id 


RUPUS 





oiMUnlMSnlMK 
Aiwynn— .m 


HETAB 




TRUJIS 




YABSUW 


WHAT A GOOP 
CAN PO. 


Now arrange the drded letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer; 


“Stanley will sit and talk about our 
marriage, but only if every other 
sentence involves baseball.” 


rn *N p 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yfegtardey’s I Jutnbtes; RUMMY MANLY OUTLAW UNIQUE 


Answer Word that they're biting can do this to a busy 
executive — LURE HIM AWAY 


Peanuts 


HELLO? UJHO? YE5.THIS 
IS HE..UH.HUH...YE5, 
^ THIS IS HE... y 


YES, LIKE I SAID, 
_ THIS IS HE.. ^ 





Andy Capp 


TCH/TCm/ WRAPS 
i THE fAATTER, J 
PERCY? r-S 


MyMtSSUS 
> HAG RUN J 
\ Off WITH \ 


► ABIN60, 
k CALLER-’ 



C,9MHAH 

POT «rWWOWW*«TBI«W»«.** w 
M«ac»sfflC»CAJt»c 




' POOR? 

DEVIL. J 


CHEER UR S 
LAD.mLYDU] 
>■ WHAT. I'LL J 
GIVETDU < 

. MONEY- K. 


( SW/A/Ef J 

> fKWT. < 
( yO£/££T 
\Ai£AG£&?j 

> avs < 

/UC/SWJV 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


I SEE BY THE STARS N 

Your life is governed 
B y A MOUSE-CARRYING 
SATELLITE/ J 


YOU ARE PLAYING A 
CAT AND MOUSE GAME 
WITH MAYA -YtXJ ARE 
REALLY NOT SURE 
that you l ove her. 


but ALL DOUBT is 

REMOVED WHEN 
VbU PINO OUT HER 
FATHER IS WEALTHY 

now her mother 
entersthe picture 


THAT'S 

r all/ , 


[ WHAX L 
r No t 
COMMERCIALS 


t OH. A X 
HORROR 1 
.PICTURE.; 




“They have the will, the 
means and the determination 
to do it. But they have four 
yeare of quite large debt bur- 
dens ahead,” be said. 

The oil-exporting countiy 
of 60 million has made clear- 
ina the debt its top economic 
priority. But it has pursued 
Ehis goal at the expense of 
slowing spending on its own 
industrial development and 
' breaking reforms to put the 
economy on a more commer- 
cial footing, they said. 


(Continued on page 9 > 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, 
MAY 14, 1996 


By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrolo- 
oer. Carroll Righter Founda- 

tion * 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 

19) Study into what it is 
which is keeping you from 
being successful at this time 
in your undertaking. Improve 
your methods of operating 
and you can gain the atten- 
tion later tonight of someone 
in authority. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Get busy with practical 
affaire in the morning today, 
persevere if you want to get 
fine results. Don’t worry if a 
friend acts peculiarly at this 
time, his or her attitude will 
imporve later this evening. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) Be very precise in hand- 
ling all your interests in the 
business world today and 
then everything will work out 
fine for you. Later tonight is 
a good time for you to be 
seen out on the town with 
your loved ones. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Study every 
phase today of that new out- 
let which appeals so much to 
you and later this evening 
you can turn it into a profit-' 
making income which will be 
quite beneficial to those who 
live under your roof. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
You feel that you have so 
much career activities to do 
today that you cannot handle 
important personal matters, 
so handle only the most vital ■ 
tasks or yon could be serious- 
ly behind in your duties. 


,:..5C l 

- 

!£j: - 


VIRG O; (August 22 to 
September 22) Continue con- 


versations with an interesting 
fellow associate until you 
reach perfect understanding 
with its person. Later tonight 40 
is a good time for you to 
spend some important quality 
time with your mate. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Don't get into a 
disagreement with a follow 
associate today who is full of 
resentment in the morning. 
Try to be logical and indust- 
rious^ persons who have some 
creative ideas for some new 
project. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Plan for re- 
creations today yon .have not 
enjoyed for some time and 
arrange them wisely. Stop 
playing tricks with others and 
stick to the basic ideas you 
have contemplated for some 
time with some success. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Make 
new contacts from whom you , 
can leant a great deal today, ** 
wen vf they are not straight 
shootefs like you. Later 
tomght will be a good time 
to Proceed on some 
important new project, 

(December 22 
to January 2°) Put your ideas 

SSL*! 01056 who are im- 
y°w welfare to-. 
TP 165 ® them wise- 
. h “PPy at home 
wrth your loved ones 
nave good times with those 
3,6 'mportant to you. 

(Jmmuy 21 to 
j?) in touch 

12“ ^ nds with whom you 
tS l ? i°2 n for s™ 11 ® reaea- 

can affo Jt 1 ? 1 SUTC y° u 

MT 1 “• tonight 
a S°od tie for you to 
25?* 8 bigwig fortbe. 

d «ire on some 
new project. 

oay^and you will have more 
a«»rd at home at this time. 
Trns evening is a good time 

L° s P en d some good 
tune with close friends. 
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sta H Iran 

». ^ (Continued from page 8) 

v The Islamic republic, de- 
pendent on oil for up to 80 
vpcr cent of hard currency 
cn vcr\ learnings, accumulated the 
tying r , ^ debt from a surge in develop- 
us is meet spending and imports 
icp.' - ' c, > following the end of the 1980- 

■rnai. " 1,d i 88 Iran-Iraq war. 
the Uiii '-The debt programme de- 
Icicrnun ^ a lot on the price of oil 
,cv li ;u . and their ability to keep the 

_ ! L ' [iHk .:i mimlUM ” cnift a 


American Promotion Week 'brings 
best of U.S. products , services to Jordan' 


wild 1 
ll,n f Cuu n . 

si n.Kkc|,° 
h;,s PMhwJ 


oil pumping,” said a Western 
economist." If the price and 
their production capacity stay 
as they are, they stand a 
reasonable chance of success 
with debt.” 

“It also depends on 


- ^ Aether the authorities can 

l. On it. _ ( 

t' ,lv ^ continue to compress im- 


‘’PniCRi 


tRI and ports, keep inflation under 
P u ‘ if* control and contain people's 
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unease over pnee nses, 
added. 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special to The Jordan Times 

AMMAN - Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti offi- 
cially opened late Sunday the 
fourth American Promotion 
Week, an annual trade show 
organised by the U.S. 
embassy with the coop- 
eration and participation of 
local representatives of 
American firms, agents and 
distributors of American 
goods and services in Jordan. 

Together with the prime 
minister. Industry and Trade 
Minister Ali Abu Ragheb, 
charge* d’affairs at the U.S. 


embassy Robert Beecroft and 
commercial attache 1 Gary 
Grappo toured the booths, 
where over 40 Jordanian 
companies displayed a wide 
variety of U.S. products and 
services. 

In a statement to the 
press read immediately after 
the opening ceremony. Mr. 
Beecroft welcomed all visi- 
tors and said :”Over the last 
four years, participants in the 
American Promotion Week 
have increased from 1 1 to 42. 
Last year's show hosted 
25,000 visitors and we 
expect this year's show, 
which has been expanded fur- 


ther. to draw even larger 
crowds." 

He said the show, which 
"brings the best of American 
products and services to 
Jordan," is aimed at "further 
strengthening our trade and 
business relationship with 
the Kingdom," 

American products and 
services on display at the 
show include automobiles, 
accessories and spare parts, 
furniture. household 

appliances, environment and 
water-related technology, 
toys and stationary, 
clothing. musical 
instruments, food products. 


B-XlVAIfCXAS. fcCJURSCHI'F 
HOUSIJH3 HA Ml GBHTBK KtOO» - 33KEI5AMI 
TK^.ePHOHK: 607171 / GD7179 
QRCMSMKD H7.RXK? SHARI TRICE LIST MS MOJSTJAV 12 


PJUtT 12 BO HTHB COMPANY'S SAKS 
frfoH t^ni m 


NO. 

OK 

TRASS. 


to. or 
sons 


13/05/1996 

VALOR 

TKAUKO 

JO 



UftSH CLOE5 
PRICE PRICE 


CLOSE CHANCE 1 


2 SO .OOO 905.000 


ARAB BMtA 
JOB -NATIONAL SX. 
MID. EAST TKV.OK, 
JOR. KUWAIT SANK 
JOR-fUJLE BASK 
JOB. ISLAMIC BASK 
UNION 3X.SRV.ISV. 
JOB. XHV.PXff. BANK 
AMMAN BAKE BtV. 
PfdADKL.URV.BK. 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


179.69 1CBG: +0.67 
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pharmaceuticals, financial 
and banking services, 
consultancy services as well 
as electronic and security 
systems. 

According to U.S. 
embassy sources, the U.S. 
continues to be Jordan's 
major supplier of 
commodities, hardware 
equipment and durable con- 
sumer goods. 

On the other hand, the 
volume of Jordanian exports 
to the U.S. is still very low. 
Total U.S. -Jordanian bilat- 
eral trade in 1995 amounted 
to approximately $ 3S4 mil- 
lion, S 355 million of which 
were in U.S. exports to. 
Jordan. 

Despite the fact that over 
4,000 Jordanian products 
were exempted in 1995 from 
U.S. customs duties under the 
Generalised System of 
Preferences (GSP), Jordanian 
exports to the U.S. were less 
than $ 30 million. 

Because of the long 
running debate on the 
budget, the U.S. Congress 
has not yet renewed the GSP 
programme for this year, but 
Mr. Grappo told the Jordan 
Times that "we are very 
hopeful that the programme 
will be renewed very, very 
soon." 

In a briefing held recently 
at the American embassy on 
the American Promotion 
Week and the U.S.-Jordanian 
commercial relations, Mr. 
Grappo had expressed opti- 
mism for a future growth of 
Jordanian exports to the U.S. 
and gave a very positive 
account of last February's 


Jordan Trade Association's 
(JTA’s) mission to the U.S. 

"The information 
provided by the JTA mission 
was put out by the (U.S.) 
Department of Commerce on 
the MENA page of the 
Internet and this page is now 
taking about 500 hits a 
week.” Mr. Grappo said. 

"AN this proves that 
Jordan is registering on the 
U.S. traders' screens as a 
place to do business, and the 
level of interest is amazingly 
high and it can only get 
better." Mr. Grappo told 
reporters. 

Stressing on the up- 
going trend in U.S.- 
Jordanian trade exchanges. 
Mr. Beecroft said "as a result 
of both the peace process 
and last November's Amrp an 
economic summit, 50 
American companies have 
visited Jordan in the past six 
months to explore joint 
business opportunities." 

"We are delighted to set. 
up our trade show, because we 
are very bullish on business 
here in Jordan." Mr. Grappo 
said at the opening. 

The show, which is held 
at the Amman International 
Fair Hall. Maij Al Hamam, 
will be open to the public 
Monday through Friday. May 
13 to May 17. from 10.00 
a.m. until 1 1 .00 p.m. The 
U.S. embassy has also 
organised a schedule of spe- 
cial events to take place dur- 
ing the show, including an 
on-line presentation about 
the Internet, nightly live jazz 
and Flamenco performances. 
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DAJANI 

"•Ir JEWELLERS 


Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 



PENTHOUSE 
' Furnished Or 
Unfurnished 
For Rent 

Location: In Tla' Al Ali. 
3 bedrooms, satellite, 
telephone, excellent ' 
finishing. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fex: 810520 
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A review of news from the Arabic press 




Vehicles department accounts for 50% 
of Arabian Seas Insurance earnings 

frfr PREMIUMS TOTALLING JD 3.07 million were 
earned by the Arabian Seas Insurance Company last year, 
an 11.18 per cent increase over fiscal 1994. The vehicles 
department accounted for more than 50 per cent of the 
earnings and was followed by the departments of fire, 
marine and general accidents. By taking into consideration 
the JD 99,626 profit from investments in shares, the 
company posted a total net profit of JD 316,457 at the end 
of 1995 compared to JD 239,119 at the end of 1994. As 
such, the general assembly authorised the distribution of 
JD 120,000 in dividends at a rate of 7.5 per cent. According 
to the annual report, following are other various financial 
results: 

— Total investments in shares and bonds amounting to 
JD 2.7 million (JD 2.1 million in 1994). 

— Total assets, excluding the investments, amounting to 
JD 2.66 million (JD 2.90 million in 1994). 

— Shareholders equity totalling JD 2.9 million (JD 2. S3 
million in 1994). 

— Net income from insurance operations alone totalled 
JD 345.000, 66 per cent higher than the amount recorded in 
1994. 

Board Chairman Mousa Hammo concluded the general 
assembly meeting by announcing that the company will 
increase its capital to JD 2 million as required in the 
amended insurance law (Al Aswaq + Al Dustour + Al 
Ra’i). 

Jordan Tanning to distribute 
dividends at a rate of 36% 

fr* WITH THE amendment of the concession agreement 
between the Jordan Tanning Company (JTC) and the 
government, JTC has been allowed for the first time to 
distribute dividends at a rate of 36 per cent which was 
approved by tbe general assembly. Under the amendment, 
the company has the right to fix the prices of its products 
and to specify the rate of dividends in exchange for 
allowing others to import manufactured leather. 

According to the annual report, JTC boosted sales by JD 

6.5 million JD 16.63 million at the end of 1995. Of the 
sales, JD 10.5 million were earnings from exports com- 
pared to JD 4.59 million in 1994. As such, the company was 
able to post a JD 1.26 million net pretax profit, about JD 

309.000 more than the profit in 1994. The shoes division, 
which netted a JD 202, 109 profit last year, produced 

288.000 pair of shoes of which sales in the local market 
accounted for JD 3 million and export sales for only JD 
27,000. The tanning division generated a net profit of JD 

10.5 million. 

JTC. which doubled its capital to JD 2 million by 
capitalising JD 1 million of voluntary reserves and retained 
earnings, plans to expand various sections of the fatOTy and 
to modernise and develop production means by importing 
new equipment in addition to finding outside markets for 
its products. The company's net assets at the end of 1995 
amounted to JD 7.32 million of which JD 1.5 million are 
cash at hand and at banks (Al Dustour + Al Ra'i + Al 
Aswaq). 

Sales tax reflects negatively on ICA f s . 
operations - . - 

■irir THE INDUSTRIAL, Commercial and Agricultural 
Company (ICA), posted a JD 262,700 net profit last year 
compared to only JD 85,100 in 1994, but board Chairman 
Mohammad Abu Hassan saw many factors had negatively 
affected the company's operations. He told the genera] 
assembly that the increase in the sales tax from seven to ten 
per cent has affected ICA's operations noting that the 
government refused to agree to the company's request for 
amending the prices of its products. He added that in 
addition to sluggish market demand and competition, the 
-company was also negatively affected by not signing new 
contracts with traditional export markets or obtaining 
orders from other states. 

According to the annual report, ICA's sales amounted to 
JD 18.6 million last year, 2.7 per cent more than in 1994. 
Of the amount, JD 9.7 million, or 52 per cent, were sales in 
the local market and the rest was earned from exports. The 
sales in 1994 and 1995 are considered humble when 
compared to sales in former years when, for example, sales 
amounted to JD 31.6 million (JD 15.9 million from local 
market and JD 15.7 million from exports) in 1993. Other 
financial data show total, assets declining from JD 24.3 
million to JD 23 million, shareholders equity rising from JD 
8.4 million to JD 8.7 million and short and long-term 
liabilities dropping by JD 1.7 million. 

Mr. Abu Hassan said the company was trying to open 
new markets, especially in the West Bank and Gaza. He 
recommended that the general assembly approve a propos- 
al to retain the profit for 1996 noting that “it is important to 
consolidate the company's financial status in light of the 
present market condition and mainly the high interest rate 
and the high service cost." The general assembly approved 
keeping the net profit as retained earnings (Al Aswaq + Al 
Ra’i). 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for trading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets 
Monday. 
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xo Sports 


Rockets eliminated by Sonics in OT 


Bulls , Magic more closer to expected showdown 


NEW YORK (AP) — The 
Bolls are headed back to 
Chicago with a 3-1 lead, 
thanks to Bill Wennington 
and not Michael Jordan. 

Jordan didn’t have a field 
goal in the fourth quarter and 
didn't score a point in the 
period until 11 seconds re- 
mained, but Wennington 
made two key baskets late in 
the game and die Bulls beat 
the New York Knicks 94-91 
Sunday. 

Chicago went more than 
six minutes without a field 
goal in the fourth quarter, 
allowing the Knicks to come 
back from an 11-point deficit 
and take a 89-86 lead. 

Wennington broke the 
drought with a dunk over 
Patrick Ewing with 132 left, 
then the reserve centre put 
Chicago ahead for good on a 
baseline jumper with 37 
seconds to go. 

Ewing missed a jumper 
•and Jordan made two foul 
shots with 11.2 seconds left, 
giving the Knicks a chance to 
■tty for a tie. But John Starks 
■had trouble handling a pass 
[from Anthony Mason and 
yna called for walking with 
1.2 seconds left — just before 
he drained a 3-pointer that 
would have tied it. 

Chicago inbounded cleanly 


The Sonics went on a 9-0 
run in the overtime to over- 
come Houston’s first lead of 
the game in the extra period. 

Clyde Drexler had a free 
throw to open the overtime, 
then Mario Elie's shot went 
in off the glass with 3:18 to go 
to give the Rockets a 104-101 
advantage. 

But Sam Perkins hit a pair 
of free throws, Heisey Haw- 
kins had a layup. Kemp was 
fouled as his shot went in and 
converted for a 3-point play, 
then Hawkins made another 
pair of free throws to put 
Seattle ahead to stay. 

Houston, showing the 
Heart that marked its tenure 
as NBA champion, tied foe 
game at 101 with 4.1 seconds 
to go in regulation on Cas- 
sell’s big shot. 


Magic 103, Hawks 96: In 
Atlanta, the Magic, led by 24 


points from Shaqnille 
O’Neal, took a 3-0 lead over 


O’Neal, took a 3-0 lead over 
Atlanta in the best-of-7 East- 
ern Conference semifinals. It 
was foe sixth straight victory 
over the playoffs for Orlan- 
do. 

Foul trouble kept O’Neal 
on the bendt for long stretch- 
es in the second half, but he 
came up with two big plays in 
foe final minutes. 


NBA PLAYOFFS 


to Wennington and the horn 
sounded, and the Bulls bad 
.dodged a loss to a team that’s 
giving them more trouble 
•than anyone expected. 


$catfie 114, Houston 107: In 
Houston, Shawn Kemp 
scored five of Seattle's 13 
points in overtime as foe 
|Sonics fended off an 
emotion-filled comeback by 
two-time U.S. National Bas- 
ketball Association champion 
Houston to win 114-107 Sun- 
day and complete a sweep of 
foe best-of-seven Western 
Conference semifinals. 

The Rockets erased a 20- 


point second-half deficit, 
f Oran* overtime on Sam Cas- 


forang overtime on Sam Cas- 
sell’s 3-pointer with 4.1 
seconds left in regulation, 
and took their" only lead of 
fre’g&ic in fbe n OVeri&ne. 
Over the last' ririPsehsons, 
Houston had won its previous 
eight playoff games in which 
it faced elimination but 
couldn’t do it a ninth time. 

Kemp had 32 points and IS 
rebounds and Gary Payton 
added 24 points and 11 assists 
to pace foe Sonics, who will 
face the winner of foe San 
Antonio-Utah series in foe 
Western Conference finals. 


After Atlanta cat the 
Magic lead to 97-96 on two 
free throws by Christian 
Laettner with 2:47 remain- 
ing, O’Neal caught a pass in 
the lane with Laettner on his 
back. Instead of trying to 
force up a shot and risk his 
sixth foul. O’Neal dished foe 
ball outside to Dennis Scott, 
who hit a 3-pointer with 2:28 
left. 

Anfcmee Hardaway tip- 
ped in his own miss with 1:46 
remaining to give foe Magic a 
102-96 lead, then O'Neal sea- 
led foe victory at foe defen- 
sive end. Sieve Smith drove 
through foe lane but was 
stuffed by Sfaaq, with foe ball 
deselecting out of bounds off 
Smith’s back. 

Laettner led Atlanta with 
26 points, and -Mookie > 
Blaylock ...kept Jhe. Hawks 
dose in foe foirdjquarter wfth 
16 of his 20 



Atlanta Hawks’ Grant Long finds Ids two The Magic beat the Hawks 103-96 to take thdr 
points blocked by Orlando Magic’s Jon Eon- third game in a new row in the beat of seven 
cak in foe fourth quarter at Atlanta, May 12. series (Reuters photo) 


Jazz 101, Spurs 86: In Salt 
Lake Gty, it was another 
blowout victory for foe Utah 
Jazz, another woeful per- 
formance by David Robin- 
son. 

Chris Morris scored 25 
points on ll-of-14 shooting, 
Karl Malone had 22 points 


and foe Jazz took a 3-1 lead 
in their best-of-7 series 
against foe San Antonio 
Spurs with a 101-86 victory 
Sunday night. 

Utah’s three victories have 
been by 20, 30 and 15 points. 
Game 5 is Tuesday night at 
foe /AgrimbdMid. . . O". . 
-Li Robinson- had jusL/11 ' 
r points — : .foe same as in-the 
Spurs' 105-75 loss Saturday — 
and took just three shots 
from the field before fouling 
ont midway through the 
fourth quarter. 

Sean Elliott led San Anto- 
nio with 22 points. Chuck 
Person had 17 and Avery 
Johnson 14. 

•Morris, a starter ever since 


David Benoit was sidelined but was 3-for-4 from 3-point 
by a braised knee at foe range in Game 4. 
outset of this series, averaged John Stockton added 13 

just 5.1 points in games 1-3 points and 10 assists. 


PLAYOFF RESULTS 


Eastern Conference semifinals 


Chicago "94 New Yurt 

(Chicago leads best-of-seven series 3-1) 
Orlando 109 Atlanta 

(Orlando leads best-of-seven series 3-0) 


* 91 


Western Conference semifinals 


Seattle 114 Houston 

(Seattle wins best-of-seven series 4-0) 
Utah ]0l San Antonio 

(Utah leads best-of-seven series 3-1) 


107 (OT) 


Rockets praise team who dethroned them 


HOUSTON (R) — The two- 
time defending champion 
Houston Rockets were de- 
throned on Sunday, and they 
had nothing but praise for the 
Seattle Supersonics who 
swept them out of the West- 
ern Conference semifinals. 

“They played a 
tremendous series,” said 
Houston guard Mario Elie. 
"They wanted it more than 
we did and I think that was 
the bottom line." 

"There were several times 


in this scries I really believed 
we were going to make that 
last shot.” said Rockets 
coach Rudy Tomjanovich af- 
ter the 114-107 overtime 
thriller that completed Seat- 
tle’s 4-0 sweep. "In the past 
we did, this series we didn't 
— they were the guys that 
made foe big shots."’ 

Seattle's victory through- 
out the series was marked by 
pinpoint shooting and a 
swarming defence. 

"We ran into a phenomen- 


al basketball team." said 
Tomjanovich. "I wish these 
guys a lot of luck. I think 
they’re great." 

He said the Sonics have the 
kind of bench depth that wins 
championships and an array 
of offensive weapons that 
make them hard to defence. 

Seattle coach George Karl 
said the key to foe sweep was 
the Sonics’ first-round win 
over the lowly Sacramento 
Kings. 

The past two years, the 


Supersonics were knocked 
out of the playoffs in first- 
round upsets, and they began 
to fear it might happen again 
after the Kings won a game in 
Seattle. 

But the Supersonics reco- 
vered to win the Sacramento 
series and, in so doing, “we 
killed a big, heavy monkey 
that was hanging on our 
neck." Karl said. 

Now the Supersonics are 
thinking they can go all the 
way. 


“I think they believe now," 
Karl said of his team. 

The proud Rockets, who 
came back from a 20-point 
deficit with 10 minutes left to 
force overtime on Sunday, 
vowed to regroup and make 
another title run next year. 

"We’re out of hte race this 
year, but we'll be back in 1 1 
next year," said guard Cly de 
Drexler. 

"This team never quits in 
any way, shape or fashion,” 
he said. 


Kiko goal keeps Atletico major league results 


on course for title 


MADRID (R) — An 85th- 
mi iiute goal by Kiko Narvaez 
kept Atletico Madrid on 
course for the Spanish 
League title on Sunday after 
a nerve-wracking 2-1 home 
win over bottom dub Sala- 
manca. 

Valencia and Barcelona, 
respectively second and 
third, must now win all their 
games if they are to deprive 
Atletico of what would be 
their first Legue and Cup 
double. 

Atletico need only win one 
of thdr remaining two match- 
es to guarantee the title. 

Kiko, foe international for- 


ward who made his name in 
Spain’s 1992 Olympic side, 
put his head after 20 minutes 
when be headed home a 
Roberto Fresncdoso cross. 

But Atletico were unable 
to capitalise on their domina- 
tion and Salamanca struck 
back in a rare counter-attack 
midway through the second 
half when Romanian forward 
Ovidio Stinga broke dear 
and lobbed advancing Atieti- 
oo keeper Jose Molina. 

The nightmare of a dnb 
had not achieved a home 
victory since February 25 
seemed to be coming true 
until Kiko picked up a 


seemingly harmless ball on 
foe edge of the area and 
turned beautifully to thread 
his shot through the Salaman- 
ca defence. 


Atletico stay four points 
ahead of Valencia, 2-1 win- 
ners at Sevilla despite having 
two players sent off. 


NEW YORK (R) — Results of Major League Baseball 
games on Sunday 

National League 

■ Florida 7 . Colorado 5 

Montreal 7 Houston 6 

PbBadefpUa 6 Atlanta Q 

San Fraadsco 7 Pittsburgh 2 

Chicago 3 New YorfcO 

San Diego 5 Cincinnati 0 

Si. Loub 6 Los Angeles 5 


Valencia’s vastly inferior 
goal difference means that 
the gap is effectively five 
points, while Barcelona, 
whose game at Espanyol was 

suspended because of heavy 
rain on Saturday, are eight 
points back, having played 
one game fewer. 


American League 


Toronto 
New York 

MBwonkee 

Detroit 

O akla n d 

Seattle 


Cfcvdmd at CaftfDruia — night 


Boston 7 (In 10) 

Chicago 8 
Baltimore 4 
Texas 3 

Minn esota 3 
Kms Qtj5 
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Lebanon beats Turkemenistan 
3-1 in Asian Cup qualifier 


BEIRUT (AP) — Lebanon 
overpowered Turkmenistan 
3-1 Sunday in a qualifying 
soccer match for the Asian 
Nations Cup. Half-time score 
was 1-1. 

' They will ipeet for foe 
second leg . in Ashgabat, 
Turkmenistan, on May 26. 

Kuwait, the third nation 
bracketed in Group 10 of foe 
qualifying rounds, has 

already beaten Turkmenistan 

twice. 

China and Saudi Arabia 
have already qualified for the 

12-nation titlehoider Japan 
and host UAE are automatic 
qualifiers. 

Turkmenistan midfielder 
Konstantin Potduev opened 
the score in the 20th minute 


Sunday at Beirut’s Bourj 
Ha mm oud stadium before a 
crowd of 10,000. 


He broke through _the 
Lebanese defence and fired 
past goalkeeper Ahmad Sa*r 
from foe right side of the ‘ 3ar - 
Lebanese striker Wael 
Nazha equalised in the 27th 
minute after outrunning 
three Turkmenistan defen- 
ders and scoring from 5 
metres. 


Lineups: 

Turkmenistan: Vital Kafa- 
nov, Youri Megdiev, Igor 

Shoumylov, Tofik 
Choukourov, Vitali Te- 
pliakov, Youri Borodolimov, 
Konstantin Potduev, Sergey 
Plyushenko, Agaev MousKm, 
Vitali Zolotoukhen, Rakfaim 

Kourbanmamedov. 


The Lebanese dominated 
the second half. Midfielder 
Jamal Taha headed home a 
cross ball in foe 67th minute, 
sending the borne crowd into 
frenzied cheering- Shadi Kar- 
neeb made it 3-1 m foe last 
minute. 


LEBA NON; Ahmad Sakr, 
Salim Hamzeh, Abbas Shar- 
our, Ibrahim Hussni, Kor- 
kein Inkebarian, Babkin 
Malekian, Jamal Taha. 
Annin Golbadanan, Shadi 
Kameeb, Vartan Gazarian, 
Wael Nazha. 


Referee: Mohammad 
Majed, Bahrain- 


Wilander loses U.S. clay 
court championship final 


PINEHURST, North Caroli- 
na (R) — A career built on 
perseverance didn't help 
Mats Wilander Sunday as foe 
veteran’s lack of patience en- 
abled up-and-coming Fernan- 
do Meligeni of Brazil to win 
the $264,250 U.S. clay court 
championships 64 6-2. 


The 3 1-y ear-old, 85th- 
ranked Wilander was looking 
for his 34th career title — his 
first since winning Itaparica. 
Brazil in November 1990. 
But foe former world number 
one and seven-time Grand 
Slam tournament champion 
never settled into Sunday’s 
match against the 25-year-old 
Meligeni. 


’T was a bit too psyched up 
about winning foe match, 
winning the tournament, 
rather than worrying about 
bow to beat this buy," Wilan- 
der said. 


“I had everything to lose, 
which is the opposite for him. 
Fra sure he would have felt 
like he was the underdog 
today." 

The 76th- ranked Meligeni 
agreed he was foe player 
coming into foe match with 
foe disadvantage, considering 
he had lost to Wilander in 
their three previous outings, 
including three weeks ago m 
Bermuda. 

Not afraid to take a 
chance, the outgoing 
Meligeni derided to assume a 
totally different tactic in this 
fourth meeting with the 
Swede. 

"This is one of foe best 
matches I’ve played," said 
Meligeni, who won $37,500 
.for his second career victory. 
Today, I got into the match. 
I was aggressive. I played 
deep. I kept telling myself, I 
have to win, I have to win, I 


must win.”' . . „ 

Normally a typical South 
American clay court special- 
ist, Meligeni fulfilled his goal 
to take the offensive im- 
mediately. He brote Wilan- 
deris first two service games 
for a 3-0 lead. 

Meligeni actually approached 
the net as often as any serve 
and volleyer. And he more 
than held his own there, win- 
ning 23 of 27 points at net. 

“I played hard.” Meligeni 
said. "I just went to the net 
and I never go to the net. I 
won at the net and I never did. 
this before.” 

Meligeni’s success was ap- 
plauded by Wilander. 

“Fernando played a great 
match,” WUander said. ‘T 
won the three previous 
matches, but they didn’t 
mean as much as this one. 
This was the big one and he 
took it." 
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Prince Abdullah (right) and contriver Amr BilbeisJ (3rd left) during the 1986 Jordan Rally 
(fife ’photo) 


HRH Prince Abdullah confirms 
participation in Jordan Rally 


By Aleen Ban nay an 

Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — Organisers of 
the 1 4th Jordan 
International Rally, the 
Royal Automobile Club of 
Jordan fRACJ), Monday 
confirmed the participation 
of His Royal Highness 
Prince Abdallah Bin A1 
Hussein in the two-day 
event which begins 
Thursday. 

Prince Abdullah will be 
driving a Ford Escort RS 
Coswonh and his co-driver 
uill be Philip Mills. 
Fifteen other Jordanian 
drivers will be contesting 
the event which forms the 
second round of the Middle 
East Rally Championship. 

Prince Abdullah has a 
third place overall finish to 
his credit in the 1986 and 
19S8 Jordan rallies as well 
as the Jordan Open titles in 
the same years. 

Meanwhile, two other 
participants pulled out of 
the event leaving 33 com- 
petitors in the battle of the 
gruelling desert stages 
which make up the route of 
the rally for the second 
year running following the 


cancellation of asphalt 
stages after the 1994 rally. 

Sheikh Abdullah A1 
Qasimi and Sadeq Fade! of 
the UAE pulled out. 
Jordanians Amjad Farrah 
and George Shamoun had 
withdrawn earlier in the 
week. 

Most foreign competi- 
tors have arrived and begun 
practising for the rally. 
These include Cypriots 
Andreas Tsouloftas and 
Minelaos Melissas. 
Bahrain's Jasem A! Fardan. 
France’s Remi Samuel, 
Great Britain's Stephen 
Hanckel . Kuwait's Sabah 
A I Anzi. Australia's Ron 
Cremen. Qatar's Naser 
Khalifa A I Attiyeh and the 
UAH's Salem Bin Shiban. 
Defending champion 
Abdallah Bakhashab of 
Saudi Arabia and five time 
winner Mohammad Bin 
Sulayyem were the first to 
arrive earlier last week. 

Jordan's reigning cham- 
pion Ahmad AJ Daoud and 
brother Mohammad will be 

driving new Ford Escort RS 
Cosworths. Other local 
competitors include last 
jear’s third place finisher 
Marouf Abu Samra. fourth 
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placed Bashar Bustami, 
Faris Bustami. Tamer 
Taba'. Ibrahim Ata Ali, 
Hasan Abu Samra. Zeid 
Asfour. Bishara Quz'or. 
Bashar Yassin, Asem Aref. 
Fayek Sayegh. Tony 
Khlasi. 

The Forte Grand re- 
mains the rally 
headquarters for the third 
consecutive year- despite 
RACJ lacking a main 
sponsor for the event for 
the third time in its 14-year 
history. 

Like last year, the route 
will cover all desert tracks 
thai will take competitors 
from Amman and head 
south a$ far as the rose-red 
city of Petra. Participants 
will drive a total of 860 
kilometres including 325 
kilometres of 14 special 
Stages. 

The rally sets out from 
King Abdullah Gardens in 
Shmeisani at noon 
Thursday which will see 
competitors driving four 
special stages and a total of 
“ 4l kilometres on the first 
da - v _ Act 'on starts ai 7 a.m. 
on Friday as foe route will 
cover 617 kilometres and 
will includes 10 stages. 
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Sharom Stone & 
Robert DeniroJn 

Casino 


*The Heartbreak Kid 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30.6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


Toy Story 


CONCORD “1" 

* OUT BREAK 

Shows: 12m 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

* Ace Ventura “2” 

Shows: 5:00, 8:00 




Antonio Banderas & 
Salma Hayek 




the SATIRICAL comedey 


Shows: 12:15, 3:15, 6:00, 9:00 

Mr'' 1 '' ) 




Shows: 2:00,5:00 


CONCORD “2” 
RICHIE RICH 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 10:30 


■ ■ ■ 

Desperado 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 


Arab Human Rights 

Smarts Monday May 13 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155-640155 
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L.A. remains unbeaten 
in U.S. soccer league 

SAN JOSE (R) — The Los Angeles Galaxy have left little 
doubt as to which team has been the dass of Major League 
Soccer a month into its maiden season. 

The Galaxy remained the league's only unbeaten team 
winning their fifth game in as many tries, as they edged the 
host San Jose dash 2-1 on Sunday on Gregg Vanney’s goal 
with eight minutes remaining at Spartan Stadium. 

Varmey was added to the Galaxy's reserve roster to replace 
affing midfielder Chris Armas, who has been hobbled by asorc 
ri ght hamstring muscle. J 

■ “This is amazing,** Vanney said. “Yon only dream about 
tfp * happening.’' 

Ecuadoran Eduardo Hurtado lifted the Galaxy into a 1-0 
lead in the seventh minute, but the Clash (3-4) equalised in the 
75th minute on Paul Bravo’s fourth goal in the last four 



Los Angeles, with two games in hand over its closest rival 
took a four-point lead over the Dallas Born (5-2) in the 
Western Conference. 

"TJm other teams are just as good as we are,” Los Angeles 
coamLothar Osiander said. "We just seem to have a little 
extriTruck behind os.” 

The other four weekend matches were decided with 
come-from-behind wins. 

The Burn rallied for two goals' in the final 11 minutes to 
depeat the Kansas City wiz 3-2. John Kerr equalised in the 
79th minute and Uruguayan Washington Rodriguez fired 
home the game-winner five minutes from time. Jason Kreis 
had given visiting Dallas a 1-0 lead, bat Prcki’s two goals 
boosted Kansas City (3-4) into a-2-1 halftime advantage. 

Brian McBride’s second goal, with a minute remaining, 
lifted the host Co him bus crew to a 3-2 comeback victory over 
the New England Revolution. 

New Engl a nd (2-3) grabbed a 2-0 halftime advantage on 
goals by BrazffiaaWelton and AigentineAIberto Naveda. But 
Columbus (3-3) struck for three second-half goals as McBride 
converted a penalty kick in the 48th minute and Pete Marino 
tied it with three minutes remaining. 

McBride leads the league in scoring with five goals and two 
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The Eastern Conference leaders, the Tampa Bay Mutiny 
(4-2), spotted the Colorado Rapids (2-3) a 1-0 halftime lead, 
but came back with a pair of second-half goals in their 2-1 win 
before 9,171 at Mile High stadhnn in Denver the lowest 
weekend crowd in the league since it kicked off last mouth. 
‘ Steve Ralston connected for the game-winner in the 76th 
minute against English international goalkeeper Chris Woods, 
in fns MLS debut, after former U.S. international Qe 
Kooiman set of Ivan McKinley's tap-in the 62nd minute. Jean 
Harbour’s lOtb-rainute penalty kick was Colorado’s lone goal. 

In a meeting of the league’s two weakest teams, the New 
York/New Jerseyn Metrostars (2-3) prevailed over straggling 
D.C. United. 


STANDINGS 





Conchita Martinez of Spain gestures bolding after beating Swiss 15-year-old Martina Hing is 
up four fingers after die claimed a record in the women’s final May 12 (Renters photo) 
fourth consecutive Italian Open twin* title 

Martinez ends Hingis’ 
fairytale run in Rome 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 







W 

L 

GF 

GA 

Tampa Bay 

4 

2 

13 

9 

Cotambas 

3 

3 

14 


New England 

2 

3 

7 

9 

D.C. 

1 

6 

7 

13 

NY-NJ 

2 

3 

5 

9 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 
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ROME (AP) — Spain’s Con- 
chita Martinez extended her 
dominance of the Italian 
Open with an .unprecedented 
fourth straight tide by stop- 
ping 15-year-old Martina 
Hingisd’s best run as a pro- 
fessional. 

The one-sided 6-2, 6-3 loss 
to Martinez in Sunday's final 
of the day court tournament 
showed Hingis — long touted 
as the sport’s next star — that 
there's stiU room to improve, 
though die Swiss player did 
=beat top-ranked Steffi Graf 
en route to becoming the 
event's youngeart.fi nalist ever. • 

The $2.2 miUionineh^s edi- 
tion started ■>'-M6nday, ~with 
world No. 2 and top seed 
Thomas Muster looking for a 
repeat title. First-day action 
featured Goran Ivanisevic. 


the second seed, against Greg "All that happened this 

Rusedski, and No. 15 seed week is a little bit too much,” 
Todd Martin against Karol admitted Hingis, who will 
Kucera. . jump to 16th in the new 

Although the draw ft,. J™ “> *“ 

hires 26 3 the top 30 men. ,B ** 

the ATP attempted lore No. , fi " al “ d 1 was ta PW wltb 
3 Andre Agassi and No. 5 

Boris Becker to Rome. But The Spaniaid, who took 
both players had prior com- the top rize of $150,000 with 
mitments. according to her 20th successive match win 

tournament director Franco at the Foro Italico, must be 
Bartoni. counted among the favourites 

On Sunday, Hinds failed “ th ' F 'f nch °P“- * e ' OM 
to display the shJTmaking 2S?1!S! J*** 0 " day - 
that carried her to a second '*** aarts 27 ' 

career WTA final with victor- “The win here has given 
ies over GraFuftbe quarter- me a loir 'of' 'confidence.” the 

finals and No. 7 seed Irina third-ranked Martinez said. 
Spirlea in the semifinals. She “I am feeling well for the 
also lost to Martinez 6-1, 6-0 future, although my shape 
in the Hamburg final last will have to improve for 
year. Paris." 


Mutola wins outdoor season debut 


PORTLAND; Oregon (AP) 
— — Maria Mutola, the No. 

ordan Rn? l-rankcd woman runner at 
800 metres the past three 
* years, made her 1996 outdoor 

, v debut Sunday night with an 


easy victory' in the rain- 
soaked Adidas Oregon track 
and field classic. 

The win was Mutola’s 49th 
in a row in an 800 finals. Her 
lone loss over the last four 
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Furnished Apartment For Rent 

2 bedrooms, guest + dining family rooms, 
kitchen + 2 bathrooms. 1 st floor + garage 
space. Location: Al Rabieh 

"EXCELLENT FURNITURE” 

Call: 885605. 


1- Deluxe unfurnished Semi Villa or Villa 
( part of villa is not accepted) A/R JD. 18000 - 22000 

2- furnished apartment with telephone A/R JD. 9000-10000 

Location only in Abdoun - Diar Gfabar - Sweifieh. 


— Super Deluxe 

Furnished Apartment To Let 

A 207 sq.m, furnished apartment for rent This apartment is 
located at Dair AJ-Gubar, French School Street, near the 
American Embassy. It is a three bedrooms, three 
bathrooms, real oak kitchen, living room, dining + salon, 
maid’s room, veranda, and an Independent central heating, 
in a newly constructed building, with an elevator, a 
telephone line, and luxurious furniture. 

For further information, 'do not hesitate to call 
690780 or 07924313 


A BUILDING FOR RENT 
near the University of Jordan 

A building consists of 7 apartments, each 
apartment Is 180 sq.m., the building to be 
rented furnished or unfurnished . 

NB: Suitable as a dormitory , or as 
furnished flats. 

For more information, please call 
846261, Abu Mahmoud, 
or mobile 079 20396 Abu Basel. 


years came when she was 
disqualified in the semifinals 
of last year’s World Cham- 
pionships. 

In a steady rain at Lewis 
and Clar College, the 23- 
year-old from Mozambique 
took the lead early, then 
sprinted away from the com- 
petition over the final 200 
metres. 

“The weather was dis- 
appointing,” Mutola said. “I 
was hoping to run 1:56 or 
1:57 today, but I think with 
tins weather, Fm satisfied 
with 1:58.” 

Actually, it wasn’t even 
that test. Mutola’s official 
tune was I minute, 59.23 
seconds, her slowest since the 


1994 New York games. She 
has won 16 800s since. 

Suzy Hamilton, a 1992 
U.S. Olympian at 1,500 
metres, fell into third briefly 
with 200 metres to go. then 
outsprinted Canadian Char- 
maine Crooks, a 1992 Olym- 
pic semifinalist, and took 
second in 20:01.63. Crooks 
was third in 2:01.87. 

Rain is nothing new for 
Mutola, who has tived in the 
Eugene area since her high 
school. years. Still, the condi- 
tions rained her plans for a 
East race in her only- 800- 
before the Olympics. 

. Even though she was a 
heavy favorite, Mutola said 
she always feels the pressure 


because of her four-year win- 
ning streak. 

"'Everybody’s talking ab- 
out winning and everybody’s 
talking about my winning 
string, so it’s been tough on 
me because I don’t want to 
lose,” she said. 

At Atlanta, Mutola hopes 
to become the first athlete 
from her African homeland 
to win an Olympic gold med- 
al. She also plans to compete 
in the 1,500. 

Mutola is to run the 1,500 
next week at the Atlanta 
invitational and the following 
week at the Prefoiitaine Clas- 
sic in Eugene, then she’ll go 
to Europe for three more 
l,5QQs before the Olympics. 


7th Arab Cup Winners’ Cup 

Wihdat lose opening match 


By Alecn Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jdrdan soccer 
league champions Al 
Wihdat Monday lost 2-1 to 
Olympic Al Mdyah of 
Algeria in the opening 
match of the 7th Arab Cup 
Winners’ Cup 

Championship which 
kicked off here with eight 
teams taking part. 

With both teams tied 1-1 
in the final minutes of the 
match. Al Wihdat lost the 
chance to take the lead 
when Adnan Tawil squan- 
dered a penalty kick . 

Al Mdyah then scored 
their winning goal from a 
superb free kick by Kama! 
Majmoun from well outside 
the penalty box. Al 
Wihdat's goalie Naser 
Ghandour could not stop the 
powerful shot as the ball hit 
the left hand goal post and 
smashed straight in giving 
Al Mdyah a crucial opening 
.day lead. 

Al Wihdat missed the ef- 
forts of captain Yousef 
Ammouri whose suspension 
by the Arab Soccer 
Federation (ASF) last year 
remained in place. 

His Royal . Highness 
Prince Abdullah- deputised 
for His Majesty King 
Hussein at the opening cer- 
emony of the elite soccer 
competition never before 
hosted in Jordan. Over 
IS. 000 fans attended the 
match. 

The participating teams 
have been divided into two 
groups. Group 1 includes 
hosts Al Wihdat. Al 
Muharraq of Bahrain . Al 

Sautin 

dominates 

diving 

competition 

FORT LAUDERDALE, 
Florida (AP) — World divid- 
ihg'champion Dimitry Sautin 
of Russia scored the only 
perfect 10 in the FIN A/ 
Kodak Diving Grand Prix 
and won the men’s 10-metre 
platform event. 

One day after dominating 
the men’s 3-metre spring- 
board final, Sautin scored 
658.77 points Sunday to win 
the 10-metre platform over 
Germans Jan Hempel 
(617.22) and Heflco Meyer 
(581.01). David Pichler of the 
United States finished fourth 
with 573.00 points. 

On his fourth (five Sunday, 
Sautin scored the only perfret 
10 in the four-day event with 
a bade three-andsa-balf in the 
tucked position. 

‘‘He’s such a cod charac- 
ter,” said American diver 
Dean Panaro, who finished 
second to Sautin in Satur- 
day’s 3-metre final. “AD the 
divers call him *the man'... 
he’s the best in die world.” 


Riyad of Saudi Arabia, and 
Olympic Mdyah of Algeria. 
Group 2 includes Al Ittihad 
of Qatar . Jordan’s Al 
Faisali, Al Mawrdah of 
Sudan, and Olympic 
Khreibkeh of Morocco. 

In Monday's late match, 
Al Riyad of Saudi Arabia 
were to meet Al Muharraq of 
Bahrain. 

Participating - teams* 
have never before won the 
title or even runner up posi- 
tion. Past champions, no- 
tably teams from Egypt and 
Tunisia, are missing the 
championship especially 
the championship record 
holders, Olympic Baidawi 
of Morocco, who won the 
title a record three consecu- 
tive times. 

While Al Wihdat are 
playing the event for the 
first time, Al Faisalt's par- 
ticipation set a champi- 
onship record with their 
fourth appearance in the 
event. (Al Ramtha were the 
first to represent Jordan in 
1993). 

Jordanian results in the 
past four Cup Winners' Cup 
participations were not en- 
couraging as Al Faisali and 
Al Ramtha failed to score a 
single win and have two 
draws and 1 1 defeats in 
total. 

The second Jordanian 
team in the competition, Al 
Faisali, Tuesday play the 
first match when they meet 
Qatar’s Al Ittihad. The 
Qatari team are not easy 
opponents having a third 
place finish at the Asian 
Cup Winners’ Cup to their 
crediL The team includes 
three professional players 


including Moroccan Ahmad 
Bahja who played in the 
last World Cup. Iraqi Radi ; 
Shneishel , and Brazilian : 
player Edelson.' ; 

Three other profession- • 
als are in competition: 
Claudio Santos of Brazil | 
and Mohannad Al Aboushi : 
of Syria (A! Riyad), Omar J 
Adialo of Senegal (Olympic ' 
Khreibkeh). 

The top two teams in 
each group will play the 
semifinal round starting 
May 20. The final match- 
will be held May 22. 


ASF official 
- expresses thanks 

Othman Sa’ad, secre- ' 
tary- general of (he Arab ’ 
Soccer Federation (ASF) 
expressed his appreciation 
■ of Al Wihdat and Jordan 
Soccer Federation officials’ 
efforts to host this impor- ' 
tant gathering of Arab ’ 
youth in Amman. 

" King Hussein gave 
Arab sportsmen a chance to 
meet in Amman in the Arab 
Cup in 1988 . Now again we 
have been given this privi- 
lege as top teams in Arab 
soccer have again met here 
for this championship, M he 
said in his opening speech. 

Wihdat Chairman 
Bahjat Shihab welcomed - 
guests saying this type of 
gathering demonstrated . 
Arab solidarity. He ex- 
pressed pride in the ebam- • 
pionship which coincides 
with Jordan's independence 
day celebrations and A I 
Wihdat clubs celebrations 
of its 40th anniversary. 


Armstrong wins Dupont title 


KENNESAW, Georgia (R) 
— American Lance Arm- 
strong rode to a dominating 
final-day time trial victory 
and cUamod his fifth stage 
Sunday en route to winning 
the Tonr Dupont by 3 mi- 
nutes, 15 seconds over Pascal 
Hervp of Finance. 

Riding into a headwind of 
more tfian^20 mpb (32 km), 
Armstrong, the 1993 world 
road race tittist won the 9.1- 
mile (14.9 km) Marietta to 
Kennesaw time trial in 17 
minutes, 56.949 seconds. 

Daniele NardeKo of Italy 
finished second in tire final 
stage more than 28 seconds 
behind Armstrong in 
18:25.153. Switzerland’s 
Tony Rominger, the reigning 
Tour of Italy champion, 
finished third in the time trial 
in 18:26.625 and also placed 
third overall, 5:38 behind. 

“It was a tricky time trial,” 
said Armstrong, who became 
the race’s only repeat winner 
and die only American titiist 
since 1992 when three-time 
Tour de France winner Greg 
Lemond won the race — the 
last victory of his career. 

“It was hard to pick a 
rhythm, but I looked for 
straight line off a time trade 
and thought I could do well. I 


wanted to go out tike this and 
not be disappointed like last 
year.” 

Last year, Armstrong won 
the overall title by two mir 
notes over Russian Viatch- 
eslav Ekimov, but faltered on 
die last day. and finished fifth 
in the! tirne tiial mmy ' tpim 
two mintne& l tehind.-, ^ 

A field of 112 cyduntftom 
16 teams began die $260,000, 
eighth annual event May 1 in 
Wilmington, Delaware. The’ 
course progressed 1, 225- 
miles (1971-km) through Vir- 
ginia, Sooth Carolina, North 
Carolina and Tennessee be- 
fore the final two stages in 
Georgia. There were 85 
finishers. 

Armstrong, who earned 
$35,000 for the overall title, 
took tire race lead after the 
road race stage 2 in Rich- 
mond, Virginia, and main-, 
tained it for the remaining 11* 
days. While claiming the 
Roanoke, Virginia, time trial 
in stage 3B, Armstrong set an 
event record averaging 32.89 
mph (52.93 kph). 

“The last half of the race 
was tike a job," said Asm- 
strong, who first completed 
the race in 1991 as a 19-year- 
old amateur. 


■FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

410m 2 , One Master, .3 Bedrooms, Large Salon, 
Large Living room, 2 Kitchens. Office room, 
3 Bathrooms, Basement, 2 Terrace, Garage, 
Garden, and Telephone. 

Please call 811176 from 10:00 am - 12:00 pm 


FOR SALE 

Head offices of three floors, total area of app. 
1000 sq.m., centrally heated, 15 cubic meters 
fuel tank, 4 split A/C units in main offices, 
central key system, automatic remote control 
gates and garage, three phase electricity, 
parking, central T.V. antenna, satellite disn, 
three flag lighting system, 10 telephone lines. 
Prime prestigious location, suitable for 
embassy, or major company offices. 

Contact Tel.: 602161 


CAR FOR SALE— MODEL 1994 

Convertible Mercedes 320E, dark 
green, yellow plate, for sale due to 
travelling. Used only for one year and 
three months. Full options. Automatic 
gear and electric windows. Leather 
seats. Airbag, original wheel rims, 
stereo with a disc. Only one user 
since bought from the agency . 

For information: Call TeLs 700107 
from 10a.m.-1 p.m. 


ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE 
WATER AUTHORITY 
OF JORDAN 

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) 


Date: 
Loan No.: 
IFB No.: 


6/5/1996 
89 66 400 
26/96/KfW/AN IS/GA 


1 . The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan has received a loan 
from Kreditanstalt fur Wiederaufbau in Deutsche Marks 
for !he Waler Supply of Greater Amman It is intended 
that part of the proceeds of this loan will be applied to 
eligible payments under the contract(s) for which this 
IFB has been issued. 

2. The Water Authonly now invites sealed bids from 
Bidders in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and the 
Federal Republic of Germany (eligible Bidders) for 
supply and installation of computer hardware and 
peripherals for the Amman Network Information Sys- 
tem IANIS). 

3. Interested eligible Bidders may obtain further informa- 
tion from, and inspect the bidding documents at the 
office of the Secretary General. .Tenders Division. 
Water Authority. P.0 Box 2412 Amman. Jordan. Tel.; 
680100. Tlx.; 22439 WAJ JO. Fax.: 679143. 

4. A complete set of the tender documents may be 
purchased by any interested eligible Bidder on ihe 
submission of a written application to the above and 
upon payment of a non refundable fee of JD 150. 

5. All bids must be submitted in separate envelopes, 
marked ’'technical'' and "financial " be accompanied 
by a security in the amount of JD 5.000.- (in words: five 
thousand Jordan Dinars) and must be delivered to the 
office nol later than 12:00 hours. Jordan local lime, on 
Saturday. 8/6/1996. 

6 Thursday. 23/5/1996. ‘is the fast day set for the 
purchasing of tender documents. 

Eng. Koussai Quteishat 

Secretary General 

Water Authority 


WANTED -RECEPTIONIST /TYPIST 


A well established regional office in Amman 
needs a female Jordanian to work as 
Receptionist / Typist 

Applicant must : 

• Be able to communicate fluently in English, 
both verbally and in writing. 

• Be familiar with computers and office 
equipment 

• Be well versed in the use of Microsoft 
Word. 

• Knowledge of Microsoft Power Point and 
Excel is an advantage. 

This position will be filled on a standard 
annual contact basis subject to renewal as 
company needs dictate. 

Please fax muiM to 687219 or mail CV to: 
P.O. Box 630848 
Amman 11183 Jordan 

NO LATER THAN THURSDAY, MAY 16, 1996 
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Former rivals 
establish new 
Kabul alliance 


KABUL (AP) — A key 
opposition faction has agreed 
to an alliance with President 
Burbanuddin Rabbani and is 
supplying armed troops to 
fight alongside government 
Soldiers, a defence ministry 
official said Monday. 

More than 500 troops from 
the Hezb-e-Islami faction had 
arrived in the capital Kabul 
and militaiy leaders were 
meeting with government 
commanders, said defence 
ministry spokesman Amrul- 
lah, who like many Afghans, 
uses only one name. 

“The troops are in the city 
now and are ready to join the 
fight against the enemy,” Mr. 
Amrullah told the Associated 
Press. 

The government hopes to 


• Mr. Hekmatyar. Uzbek 
warlord Rashid Dostum and 
Mr. Rabbani's. main military 
commander Ahmed Shah* 
Masood virtually redaced 
Kabul to ruins as they battled 
each other for control of the 
Afghan capital. 

Monday’s new alliance 
could bolster the govern- 
ment's resolve to stand and 
fight the Taliban rebels, who 
now control more than half 
the country. 

The Taliban, many of 
whom are former religions 
students, have vowed to oust 
Rabbani from Kabul and 
crush h is nominal govern- 
ment. 

Hezb-e-Islami forces suf- 
fered heavy loses in early 
1995 when {hey were overrun 


use the Hezb-e-Islami rein- by rival forces from the Tah- 


forcements to help drive Tali 
ban rebels from Kabul’s 
southern outskirts. 

Hezb-e-Islami leader and 
former Afghan Prime Minis- 
ter Gulbuddin Hekmatyar 
agreed to the alliance after 
weeks of negotitions with the 
1 government, Mr. Amrullah 
said. 

! Mr. Hekmatyar's faction 
played a lead role in helping 
to drive occupying Soviet 
troops from Afghanistan dur- 
ing the 1980s/ 

; But in 1992, when then- 
allied guerrilla forces cap- 
tured Kabul, the Hezb-e- 
Islami, along with several 
others factions, spl { r?ercd 
from their coalition and 
turned their guns on each 
aihcr. 


han militia. 

The Hezb-e-IsJami was not 
expected to go ahead with the 
Rabbani alliance until a coali- 
tion of opposition groups had 
given its approval. 

Earlier this month, ‘several 
opposition factions met in the 
eastern Afghan chy of Jalala- 
bad to examine the proposed 
treaty between Mr. Rabbani 
and Mr. Hekmatyar. 

It was unclear whether 
Monday's agreement 
adhered to an earlier propos- 
al which split the responsibili- 
ties of the Afghan govern- 
ment between the factions. 

Mr. Hekmatyar said earlier 
Mr. Rabbani was willing to 
relinquish control of the 

.(Continued on page 7) 


Key suspect in Yemen 
Iddnap denies charge 


RIYADH (ArF) — A 
Yemeni socialist leader living 
in Saudi Arabia denied 
accusations on Monday he 
had masterminded the kid- 
napping of the son of the 
governor of the Yemeni pro- 
vince of Aden 

”1 hsyerjiothing fodo with 
the abduction of the * Aden 
governor’s son, and 1 am 
ready to go to court if it is 
established that I ordered the 
kidnapping,” Ahmad Obad 
Sherif, a Yemen Socialist 
Party (YSP) centra! commit- 
tee member, told AFP. 

Colonel Sherif, a Yemeni 
Interior Ministry advisor, 
meanwhile, urged the Yeme- 
ni authorities to release mem- 
bers of bis Khawlane tribe as 
well as his son Nayef, who 
have been arrested by the 
police. 

Police said Sunday, that 
the Yemeni authorities would 
ask Saudi Arabia to extradite 
Col. Sherif in order to try him 
on charges he ordered Khaw- 
lan tribesmen to kidnap the 
governor's son, Maaz Taha 
Ahmad Ghanem, last Thurs- 
day. 

"My job at the Interior 
Ministry is to guarantee 
security in the country.'* Col. 
Sherif said, adding the 
accusations against him were 
“without foundation.” Col. 
Sherif has been living in the 
Saudi city of Jeddah since 
February. 

Col. Sherif said he in- 
tended to return to the 
Yemeni capital Sanaa in the 
next few days, saying he had 


left Yemen earlier this year 
to make the pilgrimage to 
Mecca. 

The YSP official is also 
accused of having “received” 
orders from Abdul Rahman 
A1 Jifri, the vice-president of, 
the short-lived Yemen demo- 
cratic republic who lives 
abroad and whose arrest 
Yemeni officials want. 

The self-proclaimed repub- 
lic was set up by secessionists 
in the southern dty of Aden 
in May 1994, but collapsed 
after the south lost the war to 
northern forces. 

The father of the 20- year- 
old hostage is a member of 
the General People’s Con- 
gress of President Ali Abdul- 
lah Saleh. 

The kidnappers are de- 
manding the authorities re- 
turn a house in Aden which 
the YSP gave in 1986 to Col. 
Sherif under the nationalisa- 
tion campaign conducted at 
the time in the former South 
Yemen. 

A court has ordered that 
the home be returned to the 
original owner. 

The YSP has also denied 
any involvement in the kid- 
napping of Maaz Ghanem. 
who is being held hostage in 
the Dana region, around 80 
kilometres southeast of 
Sanaa, 

The kidnappers are de- 
manding the release of the 
arrested tribesmen, a review 
of the court verdict on the 
house, and a pledge from the 
authorities not to prosecute 
them, mediators said. 




ATTACK ON SETTLERS: An Israeli settler, bleeding from hip bandaged head, is rushed to hospital on 
Monday after being shot by suspected Palestinian militants near the settlement of Beit El in the West 
Bank (see page one) (Reuters photo) 


Turkish 
coalition 
partners 
swap new 
charges 

ANKARA (R) — Turkish 
Prime Minister Mesut YU- 
maz's coalition partners on 
Monday accused him of 
sabotaging their all alliance 
by revealing state secrets to 
the press in the latest cor- 
ruption row to fait the gov- 
ernment. 

Trade and Industry 
Minister Yalim Erez said 
Mr. Yflmaz or a close aide 
leaked a document that 
showed former Premier 
Tansu Ciller had with- 
drawn S6.5 million from a 
slush fund for security op- 
erations before she left 
office in March. 

“Only the prime minister 
or his adviser has access to 
this kind of secret docu- 
ment, -it couldn’t have 
come ftrim a third person,” 
Mr. Erez told Reuters. 

Ms. Ciller has accused 
fellow conservative Mr. 
YQmaz and his party of 
using a growing list of cor- 
ruption charges to prevent 
her from becoming prime 
minister again next year 
under their coalition deal. 

Ms. Ciller has acknow- 
ledged delving into the 
slush fond to finance secret 
security operations which 
she has refused to divulge. 

“The prime minister 
should either resign or, 
open an investigation after 
secrets of this degree have 
come to light,” said Mr. 
Ecrez. a dose confidant of 
Ms. CUler. 

Mr. Yilmaz and scores of 
deputies from his Mother- 
land Party last week 
angered Ms. Ciller's True 
Path Party by voting for an 
Islamist opposition motion 
to set up a parliamentary 
probe into separate corrup- 
tion accusations against 
Ms. Oner. 

That inquiry, and 
another similar investiga- 
tion approved last month, 
could recommend sending 
Ms. Ciller to the supreme 
court. 


THE 


Under The Patronage of His Majesty 
King Hnssein 


The Royal Medical Services Hold 
FIRST INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL CONGRESS 
Between 14-17 May, 1996 
At The Philadelphia Hotel and 
King Hussein Medical Centre 
AMMAN -JORDAN 


The President of the Congress Major General Dr. Yousef Goussous has 
the pleasure to invite all the Medical Sectors of the Country to 
Register in this important Medical Scientific Event. 

Registration: 

9 am till S pm in Philadelphia Hotel 


The opening ceremony will take place at the 
Cultural Palace/ Al-Hussein Youth City at 4 pm 
on Tuesday 14th May, 1996. 

. All invitees are kindly requested to appear at 

3:30 pm 


IFOR rejects Sarajevo demand 
to seek release of seven Muslims 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — The 
NATO-led Bosnia peace 
force rejected Monday a Bos- 
nian government demand 
that it secure the release of 
seven armed Muslims stop- 
ped by U.S. troops in a Serb- 
run area and handed over to 
Seri) police. 

Bosnian Vice-President 
Ejup Game demanded the 
NATO-led force obtain the 
men’s release at a meetiang 
Sunday with general Jean 
Heinrich, the second-in- 
command of the NATO-led 
Peace Implementation Force 
(IFOR). 

“We have demanded their 
immediate release. They 
placed themselves under 
IFOR protection,” Mr. 
Game said in a press release. 
But an IFOR officer who 
asked not to be named said 
Monday: “We have rejected 
the demand.” 

The seven armed Muslim 
soldiers gave themselves up 
to an IFOR unit near ' 1 the 
Serb-held town of ZvormJCfip 
eastern Bosnia on Friday. 
IFOR then handed them over 
to the Serb police, who ac- 
cused them of die murder of 
six Serbs. 

IFOR said the Muslims 
were in the Republika Srpska 
— the Serb entity in Boshia- 


Herzegovina — m breach of 
the Dayton peace accord, 
adding that Serb police had 
jurisdiction within that area. 

IFOR spokesman major 
Simon Hasetock said the 
seven men, dressed in a vari- 
ety of military fatigues but 
who were in fact civilians, 
were armed with grenades, 
handguns and a homemade 
bomb. 

Alxander Ivanko, spokes- 
man for the U.N. police here, 
said the international police 
force would fry to follow the 
legal proceedings against the 
seven, but admitted previous 
attempts to do so had failed. 

Separately, Sarajevo news- 
paper reported that intema- 
* tional investigators have un- 
earthed 25 bodies since May 
8 from a mass grave in north- 
west Bosnia. 

On Sunday alone, 13 
bodies were found by experts 
from the International War 
Crimes Tribunal and the Bos- 
nian government. The bodies 
were found ijeqf tjje town 'of 
Sattski Most in a mass grave 
which is thought to contain 
about 100 bodies buried in 
May and June 1992. 

The Sanski Most region 
was under the control of Bos- 
nian Serbs until last October 
when it was recaptured dur- 


ing a joint Mtistim-Croat 
offensive. 

The bodies are predomi- 
nantly Muslim. 

BQdt wants 
elections delayed 

Carl Bildt, Bosnia’s top 
civilian peace official, wants 
elections in the divided, 
southern city of Mostar to be 
delayed, his spokesman said 
Monday. 

Municipal elections are 
due to take place on May 31 
in Mostar, a city in southern 
Bosma-Herzegovina divided 
between Muslims and Croats, 
which has been under 
European Union administra- 
tion since July 1994. 

Coium Murphy, spokes- 
man for the Bosnia high rep- 
resentative, told reporters 
here that Mr. Bildt preferred 
the elections be delayed 
rather -than held too early. 

_ Pro-goyeTnment and MtUr 
lhn parties have refosed to 
register lists for the vote, 
arguing that it would be im- 
possible for all the refugees 
and displaced [people who left 
’the city during the war to 
take part. 

The Croats want the elec- 
tions to take place as sche- 
duled. 


Islamist 
party may 
join PNA 
cabinet 

GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
A new political party run by 
Hamas activists said Mond ay 
it wants to join Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat’s 
self-rule cabinet. 

Fikri Abdul Latif, 
spokesman for the National 
Islamic Salvation Party 
(NISP), told AFP Monday 
that leaders had “taken a 
general decision to enter the 
government in order to par- 
ticipate in building the home- 
land and in decision- 
making." 

“Until now the govern- 
ment does not represent a 
national consensus,” said Mr. 
Abdul Latif. “We want a 
national unity government. 

Arafat aides were in Egypt 
and could not be reached for 
comment. 

Palestinian press reports 
said, however, that Mr. Ara- 
fat had not offered the party 
any ministerial position. 

Mr. Arafat is due to pre- 
sent his new cabinet to the 
legislative council on 
Wednesday, and it will in- 
dude Imad Faluji. an Islamist 
councillor who backs parti- 
cipation within the self-rule 
system. 

Mr. Abdul Latif said the 
party would not accept the 
Oslo peace agreement with 
Israel even if it serves in the 
government. The Islamic Re- 
sistance Movement (Hamas) 

- rejected die accord and the 
Palestine liberation Orga- 
nisation’s (PLO), recognition 
of Israel as a sell-out of Isla- 
mic rights. 

Before the party could join 
the cabinet, be said, a dia- 
logue would first be needed 
with the authority about ‘the 
tensions in Palestinian socie- 
ty-” 

He appeared to be refer- 
ring to the arrest of some 600 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad sup- 
porters since the beginning of 
a bombing campaign against 
Israeli targets in February. 
Many of those arrested are 
still behind bars. 

Hamas officials said their 
movement would stay out of 
the Palestinian National Au- 
thority. 

Hamas leaders formed the 
NISP last year, saying they 
would oppose peace deals 
through democratic and 
peaceful means. 

“We have informal con- 
tacts with' the Palestinian 
(National) Authority over 
(Continued on page 7) 


Influential Sephardic 
rabbi endorses Peres 


NETTVOT (AFP) — Labour 
leader Shimon Peres, in a 
tight election race to retain* 
his post as prime minister, 
won the endorsement Mon-, 
day of the spiritual leader of 
Israel's 500,000 Moroccan-, 
bom Sephardic Jews. 

Baba Baruch Abukbat- 
zrira gave Mr. Peres his bles- 
sing during a meeting at Neti- 
vot in the southern desert. 

His only condition was to 
demand a pledge from Mr. 
Peres that, if elected, he 
would not yield Israeli 
sovereignty over any of Jeru- 
salem in final peace talks with 
the Palestinians, who also 
claim the Holy City as their 
capital. 

Israel’s half-million Jews of 
Moroccan origin have tradi- 
tionally tended to vote for 
conservative parties. 

In the May 29 elections, 
Israelis will choose a new 
120 -member parliament, the 
Knesset, and for the first time 
directly choose the prime 
minister. 

Latest opinion polls give 
Mr. Peres a lead of several 
points over his conservative 
challenger for the job, Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu, of the 
Likud bloc. 

In a variation on the “mod- 
esty patrols” formed by ultra- 
orthodox Jews to guard 
against immorality in their 
neighbourhoods, rabbinic 
leader have created squads to 
keep religious students from 
hanging campaign posters for 


secular parties, it was re- 
ported Monday. 

The Hebrew daily Maariv 
said the squads were created 
at a special meeting last week 
of ultra-orthodox community 
leaders in the Tel Aviv sub- 
urb of Bnei Brak after local 
students were found pasting 
up campaign posters for secu- 
lar parties ahead the elec- 
tions. 

The meeting also decided 
that any student in a Yeshiva, 
or Talmudic school, caught 
campaigning for non- 
religious parties would be ex- 
pelled, the newspaper re- 
ported. 

It said the squads, working 
at night, ripped down posters 
from secular parties like the 
right-wing Likud or the gov- 
erning Labour Party. 

The anti-campaigners also 
scrawled graft ti on the post- 
ers, including “Thou shalt 
not commit adultery” on pic- 
tures of Mr. Netanyahu — 
who last year admitted In 
public to having cheated on 
his wife. 

On posters for Mr. Peres, 
the militants wrote “ecce 
uomo" (that man) — the 
term used by Jews 2,000 
years ago to designate the 
renegade Jesus. 

Ultra -orthodox leaders 
have expressed growing con- 
cern with the increase in sup- 
port among religious Jews for 
the country’s secular political 
groups at tile expense of reli- 
gious parties. 


MEMORIAL LECTURE 

Philadelphia Hotel Hall A 

8:30 pm Tuesday May 14th, 1996 
Coronary Artery Disease Risk. Factors: 
Lessons From Framingham 
William CasteDi MD., Cardiologist, U.S. A. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israelis more optimistic on peace 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israelis are growing more optimistic J 
on the pro s pects of peace with their' Arab neighbours, 
according to a Tel Aviv university survey published on 
Sunday. If found that 47 per cent of Jews in Israel were ■ 
encouraged by progress in the peace process, up from 36 
per cent in a similar poll carried out -in October. The 
number of Jews disappointed by the peace process fell over 
the same period from 64 per cent down to 48 per cent, 
while the undecided rose from zero to five per cent in the 
new poll. The survey Was carried out after Israel's April 
11-27 o n sl a u g ht against Hizbollah guerrillas in Lebanon. 
Fifty-seven per cent of the 503 Jews questioned said the 
operation in Lebanon was “partially or totally successful,” 
while 83 per cent said it would not harm peace negotiations 
with the Palestinians. 

Moroccan group urges releases of Tunisian 

RABAT (R) — The independent Moroccan Human Rights 
Association on Monday called for the immediate release of 
a Tunisian human rights activist arrested in Tunis. Faraj 
Ferns h, a moderate human rights activist, was arrested last 
F riday and taken to the Interior Ministry headquarters for 
interrogation, an association spokesman said. Mr. Fenish 
was apparently arrested because he met opposition leader 
Kfaameis Chamari and was suspected of carrying docu- 
ments on the human rights situation in Tunisia, the 
spokesman said. “We rail on the authorities to immediately 
release Fenish who is the present executive director of the 
Arab Institute of Human Rights in Tunisia,” the associa- 
tion said. The Paris-based International Federation of 
Honm Right- iearira- said Mr. Fenish (fid not take a flight 
*° Marseille, France as scheduled on Friday and 
urged Tunisia to release him immediately. Tunisian author- 
ities have made no comment on Mr. Fenish. 

Libyan minister pledges solidarity with Cuba 

1 nT. Fordgn M* nister Omar Mustafa 

Al Mn niasscr affirmed his country’s solidarity with Cuba 

an^ mtoest ^strengthening bilateral ties, Ptensa u£ 

IrffiSfh J 5 hSt 1 " 5 arriVaI - m QJ ? a last Frida y< the Libyan 
offiral had held conversations with Cuban Foreign MmS 

SLk^ b n!l5 0baina ’ M * nister for foreign Investments 
Jhrahmfcrradaz and other top officials of the island. Mr 
Mtrarassar said that Libya’s solidarity with Fidel Castro’s 


government has multiplied as a result of the 

iaw by President Bill « Sta I."B£ SVWtffi 


strengthens the 32-ye^W Urft^d Sratra 
trade with Cuba. rieU.S. 
and Libya as undesirable states and prohibits U S 
representatives from 
fiscal transactions wrtb them. The 


minister aid avon^d incra^l w ign 

Hasans and Tripoli and 
^gQU’ansngat.^, 


i 


lumn 


t- 


1 0-year-old held in ■ 
connection with 

baby's death 

DENVER (R) — A ?°- 
•year-old boy was being 
held in a juvenile detention 
centre as a potential sus- 
.pect in the beating death of 
a 18 -month -old baby girl, 
police said. The baby was 
brought to tbe hospital Sa- 
turday night with signifi- 
cant traumatic injuries: to 
her body and died Sunday 
morning, according to a 
statement from suburban 
Englewood, Colorado po- 
lice. The death is reminis- 
cent of a case in California 
where a 6 -year -old boy is 
accused of beating a one- 
month-old baby nearly to 
death police said an ambu- 
lance was dispatched after 
emergency personnel re- 
ceived a call that the baby 
was not breathing. The 10- 
year-old unidentified boy 
was believed to be the 
baby’s sitter. An autopsy 
was scheduled for Monday 
to determine the cause of 
death of the infant. 

Chinese 

: non-virgins facing 
fines 

BEIJING (AFP) — Hospi- 
tals in one of China's lar- 
gest industrial cities, Wu- 
han, have started fining 
women who come in for a 
pre- marital checkup ‘and 
are found to have lost their- 
virginity, a report said 
. Friday. The women can be 
fined anything between 
200 yuan ($25) and 2,000- 
yuan, the Nanfang Weekly 
reported, adding that the 
practise had provoked a 
storm of controversy. Chi- 
nese couples are required 
to have a physical check-up 
before they get manied to, 
among other things, deter- 
mine whether they are fer- 
tile.' In Wuhan, however, 
the examination has now 
taken on the subject of 
moral character, with wo- 
men deemed to have had 
pre-man tal sex being 
forced to write a self-criti- 
cism as well as pay a fine. 
Defending the policy, the 
director of the Marriage 
Department at the Wuhan 
Bureau of Civil Affairs, 
Zhang Xianwu, said the 
stiff fines were necessary 
to stamp out immoral 
trends that had emerged as 
the result of China’s open- 
ing to tbe outside world. 
Mr. 3iang insisted that the 
policy was consistent with , 
the state marriage law, but 
admitted that the level of 
the fine had been chosen by 
the local authorities. If a 
woman is examined and 
found to be pregnant, she ■ 
will be fined an extra 100 
yuan for each month that * 
has passed between con- 
ception and the c beck-up. 

. This is because they have 
violated the family plan- 
ning policy,” the newspa- 
per quoted Mr. Zhang as 
saying. The policy has pro- 
voked a howl of protest 
from the couples them- 
. selves as well as legal 
experts. 

Computer worker 
switches to 
cleaning houses 
in the nude 

KANSAS CITY, MO. (R) 

A Kansas City computer 
worker was so bored with 
ms office job that be quit 
a f d launched a .business 
cleaning people’s homes in 
tne nude. Glen Jarvis, 
owner of Butler In The. 

. t°Id this week’s edi- ' 
tton of the Kansas City 
Business Journal he was- 
paid $15 an hour to clean' 

, , P°tish without his’ 
clothes on. A self-described 
naturalist, Mr. Jarvis said, 
e developed his niche 
business because it ap-' 
pealed to his own philoso- - ^ 

^ u ? e ^ 0re starting a new= 
job, Jarvis said he met the 
customer to make it clear 
5? Was tbe re just to clean.’ 
Customers — male or fe- 
male were free to waieh 
mm work. 
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